
 

Dear Dr Napthine, 

The Victorian Wind Alliance is a growing community-based advocacy group. We have over 300 
financial supporters, consisting of farmers, wind workers, regional small businesses and community 
supporters. We have an online following of over 2000 people. 

Since 2001 wind farms have been boosting the economic health of Victorian farming communities, 
creating Victorian jobs and helping to reduce emissions from our state’s highly carbon-intensive 
power generation sector. 

While polling consistently shows that wind energy remains popular amongst the community, including 
in those areas where wind farms are already operating, a vocal campaign from a relatively small 
number of people opposing specific projects or wind energy in general has created the false 
impression that rural people do not like wind farms. 

We would like to bring to your attention a series of video interviews from Waubra in Western Victoria 
that show a concrete example of a community that has embraced wind energy. 

The videos were produced by independent film maker, Neil Barrett and are being hosted on our 
website. They feature ten interviews with a range of Waubra residents, some of whom host wind 
turbines and some who don’t. They feature two of our founding members, Waubra farmers Doug 
Hobson and Karen Molloy. 

A digest version of the interviews is here. 

These are the voices of support for wind energy in rural Victoria that too often fly under the radar. We 
encourage you to take a moment from your busy schedule and hear for yourself the stories of these 
farmers. 

The main themes that emerge are: 

 the wind farm has brought valuable income onto individual farms and more broadly into the 
local economy by diversifying the economic base. 

 a range of community groups have benefited from the Community Fund, which pays up to 
$70,000 per year. 

 noise from the wind farm does not disturb these people, despite all of them living well within 
2km of the turbines. None of them feel any sickness. 

 a number of residents feel resentful of the co-opting of the town’s good name by the anti-wind 
organisation, the “Waubra Foundation”. Despite having no connection to the town of 
Waubra, the organisation campaigns around the country, unfairly linking the town of 
Waubra to what they claim is wind farm-related illness (“Waubra disease”). This has 
recently been covered in the Weekly Times. 

We are concerned that the unprecedented restrictions imposed on new and existing wind farm 
developments by your government’s 2011 VC82 planning amendments reflect an impression of rural 
communities’ acceptance of wind farms that is not grounded in reality. 

The amendments were introduced without consultation on their detail. They grant an unprecedented 
right of veto to landholders within 2km of a wind farm and lock up significant areas of the state from 
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new development with only questionable natural or cultural benefits. 

These laws have effectively shut down the pipeline of new projects for Victoria, with only one 5-
turbine project approved in the two years since its introduction. This runs counter to the desire of 
Victorian communities who wish to benefit from hosting their own wind farm. 

Farmers are seeking out wind farms on their properties, in some cases even establishing their own 
joint companies to work together to attract wind farm developers. Local pro-development voices, such 
asthese in Skipton, are keen to see wind projects progress. 

In Portland, which depends heavily on Keppel Prince, Australia’s largest manufacturer of wind towers, 
the state of the wind industry is a barometer for the economic health of the town. 

While uncertainty over the federal Renewable Energy Target is undoubtedly holding up wind farm 
development across the country, Victoria’s onerous restrictions do nothing to ensure that Victoria is 
ready to move ahead with wind development once these issues are sorted out. 

While VC82 remains in place in its current form, farmers and regional communities throughout 
Victoria will miss out on vital income from wind farms and the state’s economy will continue to suffer. 

We encourage your government to revisit these laws as a matter of urgency. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Andrew Bray 

State Coordinator 

0434 769 463 
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