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Dear Neighbor,  
 
I am running for City Council because I believe the status quo isn't working the 
majority of people in our ward and city. I’ve seen first hand the hardships many 
of our friends and neighbors have endured while our city continues to ignore the. 
I am running to have address the systemic inequities that burden many of our 
neighbors and suffocates our communities.  

 
As your Council Member, I will be a proponent of pragmatic solutions, a 
champion for working families, a defender for marginalized communities, and a 
strong voice for a thriving Ward 6. I will work tirelessly to represent and fight for 
the rights of all the residents in Ward 6.  
 
The 6 Priorities for Ward 6 represents a straightforward practical approach to 
addressing the basic issues that hold back our city. It prioritizes economic 
mobility, social justice and looks to shift the power dynamic between the citizens 
of Minneapolis and City Hall.  
 
With your help, I want to create a truly innovative, equitable, and inclusive 
Minneapolis where everyone has a chance to succeed. On Tuesday, November 
5th, I humbly ask for your vote to represent you in City Council. 
 
Thank you for your support,  
 

 
Abdi Warsame 
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Economic Development 
Minnesota is ranked in the top 5 for the number of small businesses started but 
in the bottom tier for the number of small businesses that survive. I want to focus 
on supporting our local residents who start businesses while adding the 
resources they need to succeed long-term. We need to do a better job 
leveraging public money to ensure fair wages, local hiring and equitable 
outcomes.  
 
These types of standards are strong tools to address systemic inequities and 
represent the opportunity to act on our shared values. 
 

Solut ions for the Common Good 
 Advocate for Living Wage & City-Wide Minimum Wage 
 Develop an online small business assistance tool 
  

	   	  

  

Transportat ion 
Transportation needs to be affordable, accessible, and frequent. If it meets 
these requirements, it can serve as a vital tool to increase our ability to move 
about in a way that is less damaging to the environment. It also increases the 
ability of low income and other folks without cars to get to job interviews and 
have more job prospects.  
 
Effective transportation also needs to be along existing corridors and must be 
more than one “hub”.  
 

Solut ions for the Common Good 
 Discounted cards for lower income and unemployed residents 
 Improve frequency and reliability of public transit  
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Publ ic Safety 
The current oversight for police misconduct is not effective and needs 
restructuring to give citizens more oversight and authority. More oversight would 
improve the trust between our police officers and the general public. In addition, 
recent budget cuts have left our firefighters understaffed, putting our families in a 
potentially dangerous situation.  
 
We need to ensure our public safety professionals are properly supported and 
equipped to respond at a moment’s notice. 
 

Solut ions for the Common Good 
 Revamp the Civilian Review Authority 
 Ensure proper staffing and resources for vital public service   

	   	  

  

Housing 
The foreclosure crisis has unnecessarily taken a heavy toll on many of our 
neighbors while the big banks who have spearheaded the recession are taking 
in record profits. We need to stand with our neighbors who have been victims of 
predatory loans, dual tracking and other shady practices instead of using public 
resources to kick families out of their homes.  
 
In addition, over 80% of Ward 6 residents are renters, and our council member 
should be leading the charge on renter protections. 

 
Solut ions for the Common Good 

 Fight gentrification and strengthen renter protections 
 Ensure no public resources are used to foreclose on citizens 
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Environment 
We can make practical decisions There are a number of areas where 
improvements need to be made that can have a positive impact on both the 
environment and our local economy. We need to prioritize neighborhood-led city 
initiatives to empower and involve all stakeholders.   
 
We can innovate how we implement sustainable initiatives with pilot projects led 
by neighborhood organizations.   

 
Solut ions for the Common Good 

 Expand local urban farming initiatives throughout the Minneapolis 
 Partner with neighborhood organizations to pilot composting projects 
  

  

Accessible & Inclusive Government 
Minneapolis owes it to its residents to cut through the bureaucratic tape and 
make it easy for them to understand how business is conducted. Every citizen 
should be able to access how the city spends their tax dollars and easily find 
how their Councilperson votes on important issues.  
 
Most importantly, the city needs to facilitate more input from citizens in how the 
city prioritizes spending and projects. 

 
Solut ions for the Common Good 

 Develop a mobile application to better connect citizens to city services 
 Make datasets open and available in useable formats 


