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The NEW Smart
Making sure kids have social and emotional smarts

An empathetic approach makes Callie 

Shell’s photographs of President 

Obama’s first 100 days extraordinarily 

compelling. Just like WINGS kids learn 

in The Creed, she wants to “learn more 

about everyone I meet.”

Callie, who attended the College of 

Charleston and lives on Sullivan’s 

Island, has covered five presidential 

campaigns. She spent 8 years at the 

White House as former Vice President 

Al Gore’s official photographer, and now 

photographs the president for Time 

magazine.

She’s captured the private side of the 

president and his family in unguarded 

moments that make viewers feel as 

if they’re right there in the room. She 

She has Wings
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New WINGS 
Program 
Already Sold Out
Our track record proves that WINGS 

successfully motivates the most 

challenged and disadvantaged kids. We 

aim to reach the most at-risk students 

in at-risk schools. That’s why we’re 

launching a new program this August at 

North Charleston Elementary School.

When the WINGS program in NCES 

opens in August with the start of the 

new school year, an additional 140 kids 

will be enrolled, bringing to 400 the 

total number of students we will reach 

yearly in three after school sites at 

NCES, Chicora Elementary School and 

Memminger Elementary School.

Continued on next page...

tears up when talking about President 

Obama’s meeting with American 

soldiers home from the war in Iraq – as 

The Creed says, “I know my emotions 

are nothing to hide” - and marvels at 

her access to extraordinary moments in 

the White House. 

“I like hanging out backstage behind 

the scenes, trying to capture what’s 

going on out of the limelight,” says 

Callie. “I want to show what their life is 

really like.”

Conceding that she is “extremely 

patient,” Callie says sometimes she 

stands waiting for as long as six hours, 

“if I think I might get a certain shot.”

For her focus, and her artistry, and her 

powerful empathy that allows her to 

take moving photos that allow all of us 

to “step into their shoes and see what 

they are going through,” Callie deserves 

recognition.

She has WINGS.

Listen to The Creed. 

Watch video of Callie & photos.

http://www.wingsforkids.org/creed
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1889908_1894382_1894114,00.html
http://www.wingsforkids.org


‘New Program’ continued  
from previous page...

We purposely recruit and serve the most 

at-risk students in at-risk schools. These 

are dangerous neighborhoods we serve 

– as our staff was reminded at the end of 

April when a man was shot and killed in 

front of Chicora Elementary while school 

was in session. The incident underscored 

for us how crucial it is to offer kids a safe 

harbor and the social and emotional 

tools they need to succeed against the 

odds, so they can stay in school and stay 

out of trouble.

NCES Principal LaTisha Vaughn-

Brandon approached WINGS last fall 

about her school’s need for an after 

school program that would offer an 

intentional social and emotional 

learning curriculum. The school has 

been identified as at-risk for the last five 

years in the annual report card issued 

by the state, and disciplinary problems 

there create tremendous obstacles to 

maintaining an environment conducive 

to learning.

“Getting WINGS at North Charleston 

Elementary School is a home run,” 

says Dana Mong, program director 

of Communities in School (CIS), 

which conducted an extensive needs 

assessment at NCES that showed “a 

great need for academic, social and 

emotional learning. WINGS hits every 

base – plus kids attend because they 

love it.”

Ever feel like a dictator when talking to your kids about doing what needs to be 
done? There’s a better way to communicate and get action!

At WINGS, we emphasize how important it is to let kids figure out how to fix their 

own problems.

Instead of dictating exactly what you want from them, instead simply state the 

problem clearly and succinctly – and let them decide how to fix it. You won’t feel 

like a dictator, and your kid gets a chance to do the right thing.

Some examples:

Dictator’s way Better Way

Turn off the TV!  You know you’re not 

allowed to watch TV while you do 

your homework.

The TV is on during homework time. 

This is breaking a house rule.

Close the door!
Bugs are flying in here because the 

door is open.

Stop whining!
You’re whining. I don’t give whining 

kids what they want.

Feed the dog!
The dog’s bowl is empty and he looks 

hungry.

Pick up the crayons!
Your crayons are all over the floor and 

they are going to get smashed.

Let Kids Fix 
Own Problems



GIVE 
WINGS

Our 1 + 1 campaign offers a unique 

opportunity to maximize your impact – 

if you act before the 1st day of summer. 

Give $50 to WINGS, and one matching 

donor will give $50 and a second 

matching donor will add  $100. Your gift 

grows into $200 to spend on our kids! 

The offer lasts ‘til June 21.

Donate now.

The Wings Creed

I soar with WINGS. Let me tell you 

why. I learn lots of skills that help 

me reach the sky.

I love and accept who I am on the 

inside and know my emotions are 

nothing to hide.

Life’s full of surprises that make 

me feel different ways. If I can 

control myself, I will have much 

better days.

 I understand the choices I make 

should be what’s best for me to 

do, and what happens is on me 

and not any of you.

I understand others are unique. 

I want to learn more about 

everyone I meet. I want to step 

into their shoe and see what they 

are going through.

I am a friend. I support and trust. 

Working together is a must.

Kind and caring I will be. I listen 

to you. You listen to me.

I soar with WINGS. I just told you 

why. All of these things are why  

I fly high.

wingsforkids.org

Meet James
Second-grader James Brisbane earned the 

WINGS Behavior Improvement Award in 

November and has been working hard to 

live up to The Creed. His favorite Choice 

Time activity was Alley Cats, when he 

learned how to bowl and was extremely 

proud of all his strikes.

A member of Ms. Antoinette’s Eagles’ Nest, 

James had a hard time adjusting to the 

structure that the WINGS program requires 

when he first started. Within a few months, 

he had learned to soar.

With a wonderful sense of humor, James 

uses his intelligence to relate to all kinds of 

people. He is a kind and caring friend who is 

always quick to offer a helping hand.

His latest Choice Time activities offer an 

opportunity to learn valuable relationship 

skills while having fun. He’s been able to 

transform odds and ends into beautiful 

crafts, making flowers out of cardboard 

boxes and fancy wrapping paper from plain 

paper scraps. Also in Putt-Putt Palooza, 

James and the other WINGS kids created 

their own miniature golf course and played 

all over the school, going down stairs and 

under banisters to find their fun.

“Correction 
does much – but 
encouragement 
does more.” 

- Goethe

http://www.wingsforkids.org
https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=19285

