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Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 

June 7, 2021 

 

Prime Minister Trudeau: 

We, the Coalition of Child Care Advocates of BC, were horrified to learn of the unmarked graves of 215 
Indigenous children uncovered by the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation at the Kamloops Indian 
Residential School. 
 
We were horrified, but not surprised, because this reality was shared with the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) and reflected in the 94 Calls to Action published in 2015.  
 
Over the last six years, Canada has made only very minimal progress on the TRC recommendations. We 
stand with First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples in Canada demanding our governments do better.  
 

We call on… 

1. GOVERNMENT to immediately complete implementation of ALL 94 Calls to Action in the Truth 
and Reconciliation Report. 

2. CANADA to immediately comply with all rulings by the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal ordering 
it to immediately cease its discriminatory funding of First Nations child and family services. The 
order further requires Canada to fully and properly implement Jordan's Principle 
(www.jordansprinciple.ca). 

3. PARLIAMENT to ask the Parliamentary Budget Officer to publicly cost out the shortfalls in all 
federally funded public services provided to First Nations children, youth and families 
(education, health, water, child welfare, etc.) and propose solutions to fix it. 

4. GOVERNMENT to consult with First Nations to co-create a holistic Plan to end all of the 
inequalities (with dates and confirmed investments) in a short period of time sensitive to 
children's best interests, development and distinct community needs. 
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5. GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS providing services to First Nations children and families to 
undergo a thorough and independent 360° evaluation to identify any ongoing discriminatory 
ideologies, policies or practices and address them. These evaluations must be publicly available. 

6. ALL PUBLIC SERVANTS including those at a senior level, to receive mandatory training to identify 
and address government ideology, policies and practices that fetter the implementation of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Calls to Action. 

We look forward to your prompt, public commitment to these actions, and to confirmation of the 
resources required to fulfill this commitment.  
Yours truly, 
 
Yours Truly,     

  
Susan Harney    Kate Spence 
Chairperson    Vice-Chairperson 
 
 
cc. Dr. Cindy Blackstock, First Nations Child and Family Caring Society 
 
 
 


