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Dear Ms Isaacs and Ms Hunt,

Thank you very much for your letter of 16 June, in which you asked me to support the
sustainable protection of the Great Barrier Reef in my capacity as Chairperson of the World
Heritage Committee in 2015.

Since your letter of last October, I have conducted many intensive talks with representatives
of the Australian Government and the Queensland Government, as well as with
representatives of civil society, that is, Greenpeace and the World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF). All 21 Committee members took part in the extensive and substantive debate during
the 39th session of the World Heritage Committee in Bonn. The conservation organisations,
Greenpeace and WWF, were also given an opportunity to express their views, which they
used to make critical, but ultimately constructive, interventions.

Both the World Heritage Committee members and civil society acknowledged the positive
developments since last year. The Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan (2050 LTSP)
provides a basis for protecting the Great Barrier Reef in the coming decades. The general ban
on the disposal of dredge material from the expansion of port facilities in the World Heritage
zone and the provision of additional funding, including eight million dollars for monitoring
programmes, will also help to protect the reef. At the same time, the World Heritage
Committee expressly stated that it will pay close attention to the implementation of the LTSP
in the coming years and to Australia's adherence to the commitments it has made.
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Preserving the Great Barrier Reef is a task of global importance for society as a whole. It also
sends a signal for the adoption of the United Nations' post-millennium development goals this
autumn. I am pleased that it has been possible to make ground-breaking decisions for the
sustainable protection of this icon of humankind's world natural heritage with the help of civil
society and in dialogue with Australia.

I would like to thank you for your role in this positive development and for your critical input.

Yours sincerely,
(sgd) Maria Bohmer


