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General Meeting 

Thursday, June 15th 

Seattle Mennonite Church 

3120 NE 125th St. 

Seattle, WA 98125 

Sign In: Meeting:  

6:30pm  7:00pm 

 

From the Chair 

 

June 2017 
46th Legislative District Democrats 

www.46DEMS.org ~ facebook.com/46dems ~  @wa46dems 

Hi Friends,  
 
I wanted to let you know a few details about our June General Meeting, which is happening this Thursday, June 
15th, at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be at our usual location, the Seattle Mennonite Church.   
 
First, we have a terrific program lined up about the long-term relationship between Democrats and Organized 
Labor. Our speakers are Lynne Dodson, Secretary-Treasurer of the Washington State Labor Council AFL-CIO, 
and Richard Burton, State Internal Organizer for the American Federation of Teachers-Washington. We'll cover 
the evolving composition of organized labor, hear real talk about the perceived disconnect between the Demo-
cratic Party and blue-collar workers, and engage in an important conversation about how to strengthen the 
bonds between our party and workers. 
 
Second, we will not be holding a Chair's Election at this meeting. With multiple candidate forums, endorsement 
meetings, and a legislative vacancy to fill, it's been quite a busy month! I want to give our members time to 
catch their breath before diving into another election process. As of now, I plan to call for the election of a new 
chair at our August general meeting. If you're interested in running, give it some thought over the next few 
weeks and feel free to reach out to me at any time.  
 
I hope to see many of you at our June meeting this Thursday!  
 
In solidarity,  
 
Jesse Piedfort  
Interim Chair 
46th District Democrats 
 
P.S. Thanks to those of you who participated in the legislative nominating caucus over the weekend! After nomi-
nations and a candidate forum, the PCOs voted to recommend Javier Valdez, Melissa Taylor, and Nigel Herbig to 
the King County Council for selection. On Tuesday, the Council selected Javier Valdez to fill the appointment.                 
Congratulations to our newest legislator, Representative Javier Valdez!  

IMPORTANT DATES 
June 15th: 46th LD Dems General Membership and Labor Forum @ 6:30PM 
July 1:  PCO Training 12PM – 5PM  —  Location: Lake Forest Park Library 

July 8: Save the date! 46th LD Annual Picnic—Location TBD 

http://www.46dems.org
facebook.com/46dems
https://twitter.com/wa46dems
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46th Legislative District  

Executive Board Members 

Chair: 

Open Seat  

First Vice Chair:  

Jesse Piedfort     206.947.6529 

Secretary:   

Michael Kasprzak     206.383.4003 

Treasurer: 

Chessie Snider    206.605.3617 

State Committeeman: 

Javier Valdez    206.548.9510 

State Committeewoman: 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Walker   253.222.4653 

King County Male Representative: 

Andrew Everett    253.720.0791 

King County Male Alternate: 

Lawrence (Larry) Smith    206.579.7024 

King County Female Representative: 

Kathryn (Katy) Ozog    814.360.8332 

King County Female Alternate:  

Chelsea Saunders    425.218.2036 

 

At Large Members: 

Julie Anne Kempf  

Phillapa Kassover    206.245.8217 

Alan Zelt     425.381.7014 

Sarajane Siegfriedt    206.440.5829  

Anna E. Borris    808.895.3503 

Marris Abelson  

Hunter Brown  

Marty Ross  

Erika Krebs  

 

46th Legislative District  

Committees 

PCO Coordinator Anna E. Borris  

PCO Coordinator Chelsea Saunders  

Election  Elizabeth (Betsy) Walker  

Platform/Resolution  Sarajane Siegfriedt  

Bylaws  Lawrence (Larry) Smith  

Tally   Julie Anne Kempf  

Membership  Kathryn (Katy) Ozog  

Program  Alan Zelt 

Raymond T. Cole Fund  - Norman Miller 

Community Outreach      Andrew Everett 

Inclusion & Affirmative Action (Pending)

Technology  Erika Krebs 

Communications Lori Shelden 

Comms Co-Chair  Jay Johnson 

Legislative Action Open 

Finance  Open 

Interested in joining a committee, please 
contact your Committee Chair. 

Demogram Editor: Lori Shelden 

mailto:jesse.piedfort@gmail.com
mailto:dielibelle59@gmail.com
mailto:chessierebeccasnider@gmail.com
mailto:airjav@msn.com
mailto:betsy.walker@ydwa.org
mailto:andrewjeverett@me.com
mailto:gabriel_freeman@yahoo.com
mailto:kathrynozog@gmail.com
mailto:c_chilcoat@msn.com
mailto:julie@kempf.com
mailto:pmkassover@gmail.com
mailto:%22Alan%20Zelt%22%20%3calzelt@outlook.com%3e
mailto:sarajane3h@comcast.net
mailto:anna.borris@gmail.com
mailto:marisabelson46@gmail.com
mailto:hunterkbrown@gmail.com
mailto:pmross00@hotmail.com
mailto:erikakrebs@gmail.com
mailto:anna.borris@gmail.com
mailto:c_chilcoat@msn.com
mailto:betsy.walker@ydwa.org
mailto:sarajane3h@comcast.net
mailto:gabriel_freeman@yahoo.com
mailto:julie@kempf.com
mailto:kathrynozog@gmail.com
mailto:%22Alan%20Zelt%22%20%3calzelt@outlook.com%3e
mailto:normajm@comcast.net%20%3cnormajm@comcast.net%3e;
Andrew%20Everett
Erika%20Krebs
mailto:%22Lori%20Shelden%22%20%3clorishelden@hotmail.com%3e
mailto:%22johnsondinsdale@seanet.com%22%20%3cjohnsondinsdale@seanet.com%3e
mailto:%22Lori%20Shelden%22%20%3clorishelden@hotmail.com%3e
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46th Legislative District 

Upcoming Events 

 

 June 15 — Monthly 46th Legislative District Meeting 

  Location: Seattle Mennonite Church: 3120 NE 125th Street, Seattle, WA 98125 

 Doors Open: 6:30pm     Meeting begins: 7:00pm 

 PROGRAM: Join Lynne Dodson of the WA State Labor Council AFL-CIO and Richard Burton, 
state political organizer for the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) to discuss the relation-
ship and opportunities between the Democrats and organized labor! See Agenda on Page 4 

 

 June 24 — King County Democrats Salmon Feed 

 Location: Daybreak Cultural Center (5011 Bernie Whitebear Way, Seattle, WA 98199) 

 Time: 6:00pm Reception;  7:00pm Program 

     

 July 1 — PCO Vote/Builder Training 

 PCO Training—learn effective ways to communicate & engage with your precinct  

 Location: Lake Forest Park Library 

 Time: 12:00pm - 4:00pm (PCO Training) 4:00pm - 5:00pm (Votebuilder/Minivan coaching) 

 Following the PCO training, at 4:00 pm, we will have some of our resident VoteBuilder Pro's 
on-hand for one-on-one help in the Lake Forest Park Commons!  Bring your laptop grab a 
table, if you'd like, and we can try to help you solve any problems you are running into!    

 Contact Chelsea Saunders and Anna Borris for more information at: 

      pco-coordinator@46dems.org . 

 

 July 8—46th LD Annual Picnic   Location: TBD 

mailto:pco-coordinator@46dems.org
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Agenda for June 15th, 2017 

Sign in and Mingling– 6:30PM 

Membership Meeting - 7:00PM 

 Call to Order 

 Flag Salute 

 Approval of Agenda  

 Program - Democrats and Organized Labor: Strengthening Our Relationship - 
featuring Lynne Dodson and Richard Burton  

 E-Board Confirmation Vote: Lori Shelden 

 PCO Appointments 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Old Business 

 New Business 

 Good of the Order 

 Adjourn 

 

Program Note:  Lynne Dodson, the Secretary-Treasurer of Washington State Labor 
Council-AFL-CIO, and first woman ever elected as an executive officer of the Labor 
Council; and Richard Burton, State Internal Organizer for the American Federation of 
Teachers-Washington.  
 
Bring your questions for Lynne and Richard to answer after their presentation.  
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After the last election, many democrats have been concerned of a disconnect be-
tween Organized Labor and the National Democratic Party, which may have served 
as a leading factor resulting in our loss in the race for President. True, or not, our re-
lationship has changed over time. Organized Labor has evolved quite a bit over the 
years, too. We have always thought of traditional blue collar manufacturing jobs when 
we thought of organized labor. This has changed significantly, to include service 
workers, an exploding segment of our workforce.  
 
What is apparent in key counties in states that the Dems lost (MI, OH, PA, WI), is that 
formerly long-term blue collar workers flipped to Trump, tipping the state totals. In 
Washington, Grays Harbor County switched for the first time to the GOP. Under-
employment and unemployment were often mentioned as key reasons for this switch.   
As the party continues to determine the factors that led to our loss, we need to ad-
dress the labor issues that impacted this election in order to regain control of the 
House and Senate.  
 
This month’s forum is focused on our long-term relationship with Labor.  To address 

this topic, our speakers for June 15 will be: Lynne Dodson, the Secretary-Treasurer 

of Washington State Labor Council-AFL-CIO, and first woman ever elected as 

an executive officer of the Labor Council; and Richard Burton, State Internal Organiz-

er for the American Federation of Teachers-Washington. 

Program Summary 
Strengthening our Relationship with Labor 
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Wow! It has been a busy couple of weeks for the 46th LD.  

 
From endorsement meetings to forums to special appointments, 46th District Democrats 
have been buzzing around with a calendar full of important events.  
 

One amazing thing that has come from it is our newest legislator State Representative 
Javier Valdez, who was officially appointed and sworn in on June 12th by the King 
County Council.  
 

After Jessyn Farrell’s resignation as our state representative to fully pursue her race for 
Mayor of Seattle, a special appointment meeting to fill the vacancy took place on June 
10th. The district was blessed to have EIGHT(!) extremely qualified and professional 
candidates running for the appointment, which was decided by elected and appointed 
PCOs on a ranked first through third basis.  
 
After two forums and countless phone calls, the ranked choices were as follows: Javier 
Valdez was first, Melissa Taylor was second, and Nigel Herbig was third. Inter-
views conducted by the King County Council were held for consideration of all three 
candidates, and at the end, the Council affirmed the PCOs choice of Valdez.  
 
Please take a moment to congratulate the candidates who made the huge choice to run 
and contribute to the dynamic and in depth discussion of the issues related to our dis-
trict and state. Those who volunteered their time and energy to contribute in making our 
district a better place were: Olivier BenHaim, Jill Geary, Nigel Herbig, Laurie Lippold, 

Lelach Rave, Melissa Taylor, Javier Valdez, and Betsy Walker.  

Congratulations 
 

Javier Valdez 
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Be sure to come to the  

46th District Democrats Annual Summer Picnic! 

 

Bring your family, neighbors and friends. This is a great way 

to meet new people and catch up with old friends.                    

Looking forward to seeing you! 

 

PCOs: Plan to pick up your walk packets at the picnic or 

email pco-coordinator@46dems.org                                              

to make other arrangements. 
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46th Legislative District  
Membership—Other Legislative District  Updates 

 

 
This spring has been a busy one for the members of the 46

th
 Legislative District 

Democrats. We Democrats here in North Seattle, Lake Forest Park, and 
Kenmore are determined to stay active, get engaged, and work to elect Demo-
crats across the state. 
 
Since March we’ve held: 

 Voter identification phone banks 

 Phone-called for Jon Ossoff’s special election campaign in Georgia 

 Helped kick-off volunteer events in the 45
th
 District for Manka Dhingra.  

 
As the summer approaches, our campaign efforts outside the district will intensi-
fy. We’ll be orchestrating carpools out to canvass and knock doors in the 45th for 
Manka’s State Senate race and then down to the 31st for Michelle Rylands, an-
other promising State Senate candidate in South East King County. 
 
The 46

th
 District will participate in volunteer events throughout our area so stay 

tuned and feel free to email me at organizer@46dems.org with any questions or 
suggestions. 
 
.   

45th State House Representa-

tive Candidate Manka 

Dhingra getting ready to help 

take back the Washington 

mailto:organizer@46dems.org
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PRSRT STD 

US POSTAGE 

PAID  

# 3055 

Seattle, WA 

Return Service Requested 

Control your Demogram 

Subscription! 

Please help us be more “Green” 

 Email Only!  Please e-mail me each month 

when the new issue of the Demogram is available online. Please 

DON’T print one for me.  (Reducing the amount of money the 

District spends on printing and postage means more resources 

available to elect Democrats!) 

 Both Email and Print!   I am a 

paid member of the 46th District Democrats in good standing, 

and I would like to receive the paper version of the newsletter. 

 Print Only, Please!  I need to 

receive the printed copy, as I either don’t have easy access to 

email or other reason.   

 

Name:________________________________ 

 

Email Address: 

_______________________________________ 
(Alternatively, you may e-mail a subscription 

request to Katy Ozog at membership@46dems.org) 

Show Your Commitment to the  

46th District Democrats.  JOIN NOW! 

 

Pay dues electronically via Click and Pledge at our website – 

where you can pledge as little as $5 a month - or mail a check 

payable to “46th District Democrats” to PO Box 15435, Seat-

tle, WA 98115-0435.   To check if you are already a member , 

email Katy Ozog at membership@46dems.org. 

 

NAME_____________________________________ 

ADDRESS_________________________________ 

CITY____________________ZIP_______________ 

HOME 

PHONE____________________________________ 

WORK 

PHONE____________________________________ 

E-MAIL____________________________________ 

 

 YES!  Please send me an email when the  

newsletter is ready for online reading. 

 

P.O. Box 15435 

Seattle, WA  98115-0435 

Meeting Location  
 

June 10th 

Special Caucus 

Doors Open at 10AM 

June 15th 

General Meeting 

Doors Open at 6:30PM 
 

BOTH AT: 

Seattle Mennonite Church 
3120 NE 125th St, Seattle, WA 98125 

https://46dems.org/donate/
https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=26964
https://co.clickandpledge.com/sp/d1/default.aspx?wid=32684

