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Senator Keneally 
Notice of Motion 

Senator Keneally 

 
Mr President 
 
I give notice that, on Thursday 4 July, I shall move: 
 
(1) That a joint select committee, to be known as the Joint Select Committee 

into the Public’s Right to Know and Press Freedom, be established to 
inquire into and report on the appropriate balance between the public’s 
right to know, the freedom of the press and Australia’s national 
security, with particular reference to: 
(a) disclosure and public reporting of sensitive and classified 

information, including the appropriate regime for warrants 
regarding journalists and media organisations and adequacy of 
existing legislation; 

(b) the whistle-blower protection regime and protections for public 
sector employees; 

(c) the adequacy of referral practices of the Australian Government in 
relation to leaks of sensitive and classified information; 

(d) appropriate culture, practice and leadership for Government and 
senior public employees; 

(e) mechanisms to ensure that the Australian Federal Police have 
sufficient independence to effectively and impartially carry out 
their investigatory and law enforcement responsibilities in relation 
to politically sensitive matters; and 

(f) any related matters. 
 
(2) That the Committee should provide an interim report by 19 September 

2019 and a final report by 28 November 2019. 
 

(3) That the committee consist of 8 senators and 8 members of the House of 
Representatives, as follows: 
(a) 3 members of the House of Representatives nominated by the 

Government Whip or Whips; 
(b) 4 members of the House of Representatives nominated by the 

Opposition Whip or Whips; 
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(c) 1 member of the House of Representatives nominated by the 
Member for Clark; 

(d) 3 senators nominated by the Leader of the Government in the 
Senate; 

(e) 3 senators nominated by the Leader of the Opposition in the 
Senate; 

(f) 1 senator nominated by the Leader of the Australian Greens; and  
(g) 1 senator from Centre Alliance. 

 
(4) That: 

(a) participating members may be appointed to the committee on the 
nomination of the Government Whip in the House of 
Representatives, the Opposition Whip in the House of 
Representatives, the Leader of the Government in the Senate, the 
Leader of the Opposition in the Senate or any minority party or 
independent senator or member of the House of Representatives; 
and 

(b) participating members may participate in hearings of evidence and 
deliberations of the committee, and have all the rights of 
members of the committee, but may not vote on any questions 
before the committee. 

 
(5) That 3 members of the committee constitute a quorum of the committee, 

provided that in a deliberative meeting the quorum shall include one 
Government member of either House and one non-Government 
member of either House. 
 

(6) That every nomination of a member of the committee be notified in 
writing to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

 
(7) That the members of the committee hold office as a joint select 

committee until the House of Representatives is dissolved or expires by 
effluxion of time. 

 
(8) That the committee may proceed to the dispatch of business 

notwithstanding that not all members have been duly nominated and 
appointed and notwithstanding any vacancy. 

 
(9) That the committee elect as chair one of the members nominated by the 

Opposition Whip in the House of Representatives or the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Senate, and as deputy chair one of the members 
nominated by Government Whip in the House of Representatives or the 
Leader of the Government in the Senate. 
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(10) That the deputy chair shall act chair when the chair is absent from a 

meeting of the committee or the position of chair is temporarily vacant. 
 
(11) That, in the event of an equality of voting, the chair, or the deputy chair 

when acting as chair, have a casting vote. 
 
(12) That the committee have power to appoint subcommittees consisting of 

3 or more of its members, and to refer to any such subcommittee any 
of the matters which the committee is empowered to consider. 

 
(13) That the committee and any subcommittee have power to send for and 

examine persons and documents, to move from place to place, to sit in 
public or in private, notwithstanding any prorogation of the Parliament, 
and have leave to report from time to time its proceedings and the 
evidence taken and such interim recommendations as it may deem fit. 

 
(14) That the committee be provided with all necessary staff, facilities and 

resources and be empowered to appoint persons with specialist 
knowledge for the purposes of the committee with the approval of the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

 
(15) That the committee be empowered to print from day to day such papers 

and evidence as may be ordered by it, and a daily Hansard be published 
of such proceedings as take place in public. 

 
(16) That the committee have power to adjourn from time to time and to sit 

during any adjournment of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. 

 
(17) That a message be sent to the House of Representatives seeking its 

concurrence in this resolution. 
 

 
 
 
 
Senator the Hon. Kristina Keneally 
Deputy Labor Leader in the Senate 
Shadow Minister for Home Affairs 
Shadow Minister for Immigration and Citizenship 
Senator for New South Wales  


