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ABC FRIENDS (WA) INCORPORATED 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015 
Sunday 18 October 2015 in Studio 620, ABC Centre, East Perth 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
Thank you all for coming.  The funding shortfall and loss of jobs at the national broadcaster have not gone away with the change to PM 
Malcolm Turnbull.  The language of government is different, but there is no sign at present of an intention to reverse the funding cuts 
to the ABC and SBS imposed by Tony Abbott, or the decision in relation to the Australia Network which has had consequences within 
the ABC well beyond the loss of that network.  Even were funding to be restored, the ABC has already lost 400 talented, committed and 
experienced staff across the country with probably a further 100 to go in the not too distant future. 
 
As I reported in our Winter Newsletter (copies on the table at the back), ABC Friends held a national conference in Adelaide in June to 
discuss a national campaign.  I attended along with Secretary Terri Brown.  Since then, there has been more co-operation between 
Friends in all States than has happened for many years, if ever.  Of course, technology helps – today it is so much easier to 
communicate across long distances.  Since the conference a Skype hook-up between the six state presidents or their nominees has 
been happening every fortnight.  There have been 5 meetings to date, the next in the coming week.  This is the first time some of us 
have used this technology.  It’s a fantastic way of getting together while in our own homes. 
 
The first step in the campaign has been the very necessary one of raising funds.  A call for donations to a National Fighting Fund (NFF) 
was issued via websites and emails and letters to members of ABC Friends around the country.  Some of our members, as well as other 
Western Australians, have made donations.  If anyone here made a donation, thank you.  As an initial contribution, ABC Friends WA has 
transferred $1,000 to the fund.  Now I know at least one person in the audience will consider this inadequate considering that the 
funds from the Pixie Angel legacy are available to us.   
 
I agree that we absolutely should use our funds for the campaign, but I believe we should use our funds here rather than drawing from 
the NFF as other states will have to do.  This is the same as making a contribution as it will result in more to go round elsewhere.  If we 
were to put money into the National Fighting Fund and then draw it out again, it’s double the administration and takes time.  However, 
should existing NFF funds become stretched, I will recommend to the WA committee that we make a substantial direct contribution at 
that time.  
 
To illustrate what I mean by using our own funds, they were used recently to place advertisements in The Mandurah Coastal Times and 
The Examiner, free newspapers in the electorate of Canning, in the week prior to the by-election.  The placement of these ads totalled 
$426.  I was offered funds from the NFF, but turned it down – we could use our own. 
 
The NFF has so far collected about $120,000.  Though this seems like a lot of money to me and some of my colleagues in the smaller 
Friends groups, and is enough to provide the campaign materials that we use for stalls and the like, but it will not go far if used for 
large-scale advertising, or, for example, to make a video, which is what the ‘Friends Action Committee’ would like to do.  I believe they 
have lined up John Clarke.  Such a video can cost $75,000 I am told, thus eating up funds very fast.  The FAC, I should mention, is a sub-
committee of ABCF-Vic formed late last year and which kicked this campaign off, although initially without consulting with or even 
informing the smaller states (but that’s another story).   
 
This group is planning a half-page advertisement to be placed in The Age and The Sydney Morning Herald in November which will cost 
$7,500; I think that’s each.  The ad itself is currently under review since the change of prime minister.  At our last Skype meeting, where 
it was discussed, the consensus was that the “Forces of Evil” reference should now be deleted and a ‘less strident’ tone adopted.  I 
understand these changes have been made, though I haven’t seen the new version as yet so am not able to show you a copy.  I will be 
checking out the cost of this ad in The West Australian.  It’s essential the campaign doesn’t only concentrate on the larger population 
centres.  It is up to the smaller Friends to make sure the campaign is truly national and I have been quite pro-active in this regard, 
particularly by initiating and co-ordinating the Skype meetings and producing brief post-meeting reports. 
 
By the way, the person responsible for setting up the Friends Action Committee in Melbourne is Ranald Macdonald.  I have left copies 
of the speech he made recently at the AGM of ABC Friends NSW & ACT.  It is a very good speech and well worth reading.  There are also 
copies of the first 2 pages of the NSW Update newsletter which, prematurely and controversially, announced a ‘national campaign’ led 
by Mr Macdonald before any of the smaller state Friends were aware of it.  NSW and Victoria have apologised for this. 
 
We, that is, the national group, have written an Open Letter to the new Prime Minister.  There are copies of that letter on the table at 
the back.  We are also writing to the new Minister for Communications, Mitch Fifield, to seek a meeting with him.  That letter is still in 
draft form at the moment. 
 
Regarding a National Spokesperson, at the conference we appointed the President of ABCF-Tasmania, former Qld federal senator 
Margaret Reynolds, as interim National Spokesperson for ABC Friends while we sought someone outside our group to fill the position.  
We asked Quentin Dempster, who declined due to his existing involvement with ‘Save SBS’, and recent ClassicFM redundee Julia Lester, 
former Presenter of ClassicFM Drive, who also declined.   
 
I have to say it was becoming a bit of a quandary until, on Friday, I received an email advising that ABC Friends Tasmania have formally 
nominated Margaret Reynolds for the position, with her agreement.  The motion included the following statement:  “ … she has many 
skills and much experience to offer in this capacity”. 
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The president of ABCF Qld, Ross Mcdowell, wrote the next day to say that there was “strong support for Margaret” there and added 
“her love for ABC Friends, her skill with the media, and proven abilities in the difficult and sometimes political world of the ABC qualify 
her like few others.” 
 
Also, from NSW:  “NSW thanks the Executive Committee of ABC Friends Tasmania for nominating Margaret for the role of National 
Spokesperson for the National Campaign, and would be delighted if she accepted the position.  We are certain that Margaret 
has all of the necessary skills and experience, and would fill the position with distinction.” 
 
I will also be recommending Margaret to the new WA committee.  Terri and I have already seen her in action when interviewed by an 
ABC reporter at our conference; she also knows Mitch Fifield quite well, gets on with him, and has worked with him recently setting up 
the NDIS in Tasmania. 
 
A new national website will be launched very soon.  There will be pages for each state and links to state web and blog sites.  Initially 
only Victorian members will be able to join on that site, but in the near future we want anyone to be able to join or renew their 
membership on-line irrespective of which state they live in, the payment going into the bank account of the relevant state organisation.  
The Treasurer of ABCF-Victoria, Peter Monie, has advised that this is now possible via PayPal and is being followed up.  This will mean 
the same subscription rates must apply in all states, which will result in a small increase here, but it will also offer a three-year 
membership option at a reduced rate as already exists in NSW.   I’d like to point out that our subscription rates have not changed for, 
probably, more than a decade. 
 
There will be a new national newsletter based on NSW’s Update magazine.  Those of you who have been members for years will 
remember this very comprehensive publication of 20 or more pages.  There is an archive of issues on the NSW Friends website, and a 
couple of printed copies on the back table.  The new version will have a national focus and each state will have a dedicated page.  As 
one page will not always be enough, there may also be a further WA news sheet inserted into mailed copies and posted on-line.  The 
first edition will be published in early December. 
 
The states have also been talking about the possibility of becoming a national organisation sometime in the future.  This is not 
something to be tackled lightly and we have already determined that we will need to find someone familiar with state and federal law 
in relation to not-for-profit associations, or with the background to research it. 
 
There is some disappointment in Melbourne that not enough people have shown interest in being an ‘ABC supporter’.  As I had and 
have doubts about creating this new category, I am not so concerned; I am concerned, though, about low membership here in WA.  I 
know Tasmania, SA & Qld are in similar positions.  How to get younger people to join?  There are a fair few people who have not 
renewed this year, more than previously, and frankly I think that’s down to the demographic.  Our membership rose from quite a low 
base to about 300 in recent years, but the number of non-renewals this year will result in a significant reduction. 
 
Events we’ve been involved in since the last AGM include the Town Hall event last year, the Perth Writers’ Festival, the SOS Rally held 
in the forecourt of Parliament House earlier this year, and we had our usual presence at the May Day Rally on Fremantle Esplanade 
(where we signed up a few new members).  Considering that we are a small committee, some of us still in the workforce, and all of us 
with other interests and involvements, I feel that we have worked hard this year. 
 
I have been very busy being both President, Treasurer and Membership Officer and realise now that I took on too much and bogged 
myself down in administration.  If I am re-elected today, and depending on the make-up of the new committee, this will change.   But, 
in order to do a good job, we need a good committee of people willing to give some of their time and energy to our cause, so I 
encourage you to nominate.  There are forms on the table at the back.  We need fresh enthusiasm and ideas; especially those of you 
who haven’t previously taken a turn. 
 
I would like to thank the outgoing committee for their sterling efforts all year.  Everyone has made a contribution – Meg, Cathy, Terri, 
Pat, Lindsay and also Steve Howlett for half the year.  Pat (who is not here today) is leaving us to live overseas for a year or so; we wish 
him and his new wife all the best for the future, but also hope he will remember us he returns.  Thanks also to those members who 
attend our events and those who send emails – always good to hear from you. 
 
Please encourage your family and friends, and your acquaintances too, to become members of Friends.   
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Bobbie Mackley 
President 
ABC Friends (WA) Incorporated 


