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President’s Report

Yet sadly there has been no change in the Federal Government’s attitude to its 
responsibility for public broadcasting, with the full impact of imposed indexation 
creating further job loss and downgrading of services.  However, the Minister for 
Communications, Paul Fletcher, continues to deny any financial cutbacks to the 
ABC, at the same time turning his attention to generously supporting the 
commercial and overseas media sector with Rupert Murdoch a major beneficiary.

The highlight of this year was our 2019 AGM and Public Forum held in the Mathers
Complex in Hobart, which attracted over 60 members and supporters.
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Much of this year’s community-
based activity for the ABC has 
been restricted by COVID-19, but 
there has been considerable 
action behind the scenes.  
Members have been kept up to 
date by email and through social 
media, with people joining our 
online campaigns.
There has been major recognition
of the ABC’s role as an essential 
service, first through the summer
bushfire season and then 
throughout the months of 
pandemic lockdown.



Speakers included Peter George, well known former ABC foreign correspondent, 
Andrew Willkie, Independent Member for Clark, and Senator Nick McKim, who 
debated the topic of press freedom and the public’s right to know what 
government action is being taken in the name of the Australian people.

ABC Friends are pleased to welcome well known ABC current affairs presenter 
Sabra Lane to Tasmania, where she will continue to broadcast AM from Hobart 
studios.  This recognition of the regions by ABC Management is a significant new 
initiative and demonstrates that the ABC continues to achieve change even in 
very difficult financial times.

As you will note from the following reports, our Tasmanian team has been active 
in planning ahead, so we are well prepared for the year ahead as COVID-19 
limitations ease and we possibly face an early election.

I am sorry to acknowledge the sad passing of members Neil Stewart and Marjorie 
Deeth, both long term Friends and supporters of the ABC.

I will continue to work with the Tasmanian Branch but will not nominate as 
President because I find there remains so much to be done on the National 
Committee, especially at a time when our national broadcaster needs strong 
national support.

I would like to thank our very committed Secretary Kate Durkin, Treasurer Rowan
Wylie, Northern Convenor Anne O’Byrne and Southern Convenor Ros Stoddart, 
and all members of the committee for their hard work and ideas.  No 
organisation can function effectively without the cooperation of its members and 
ABC Friends Tasmania is most fortunate to have such a strong team of dedicated
workers.

Margaret Reynolds
President
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Treasurer’s Report

Total income for the 2019-20 financial year was $6332.75, slightly down from 
the previous year.

A decrease in donations was largely balanced out by an increase in 
membership subscriptions.

This increase reflects a surge in membership towards the end of the year, due 
in part to community anger over the Federal Government’s on-going cuts to the
ABC budget (compounded by the Minister’s and Prime Minister’s assertions that
the reductions in funding weren’t actually cuts), and to improved capacity to 
engage with the public and manage membership applications and renewals, 
thanks to our new National NationBuilder website.   Receipts from membership 
subscriptions grew from $4250 in 2018-19 to $5481 in 2019-20.
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Whereas we experienced the disappointment of 
the Federal Election outcome in 2018-19, we felt
the impact of the beginning of the Corona Virus 
pandemic in 2019-20.  These significant events 
are reflected in the financial reports for the 
respective years, with significant expenditure 
associated with the election campaign in 2018-
19 and very little expenditure in 2019-20 due to 
restrictions on social activities due to the 
pandemic.



Donations to ABC Friends Tasmania were down ($1765.50 in 2018-19 
compared to $694.75 this financial year).  This change also reflects changes in 
the way we’re set up nationally to accept donations, as those made through 
the new website now go directly to ABC Friends’ National organisation.  These 
national donations have increased markedly and should assist greatly in 
making ABC funding and independence a national issue in the lead up to the 
next Federal election. 

Total expenditure for 2019-20 was $3821.97, a significant decrease from the 
previous financial year.  Almost 50% of total expenditure ($2000) was 
contributions to ABC Friends Nationally, expenditure which will not be required 
in 2020-21 due to the changes in donation allocation mentioned above.

Other significant expenditure included:
 Payments for hard copies of the publication of Update (for members 

without email and hand delivery to the offices of Tasmania’s elected 
Federal representatives) = $173.42;

 Costs associated with holding the AGM = $885.41: Catering $273.15, Gifts 
of appreciation $60, Venue hire $139.76, AGM booklet $412.50;

 IT costs including renewal of the domain name and purchase of two Square
Readers = $191.85;

 Postage and stationery = $115.00;
 Merchandise purchases = $233.20;
 Bank and PayPal fees = $126.50;
 Financial compliance fees = $63.20.

No expenditure is required for insurance costs as these are met under ABC 
Friends National’s policy, incorporating specified coverage for Tasmania.

Meetings of the ABC Friends Tasmania Management Committee have not 
incurred expenditure.  Pre-COVID, the Committee met at Kate Durkin’s home 
and at the South Hobart Community Housing Communal Centre in the South, 
linked to the Northern Committee members who gathered at Anne O’Byrne’s 
home.  During the pandemic the Committee has met via Zoom.

ABC Friends Tasmania’s total cash assets at the beginning of 2019-20 were 
$7049.79.  The financial year closed with total cash assets of $9550.57.

Rowan Wylie
Treasurer

4



ABC Friends Tasmania Inc. Financial Statements 2019-20

Income and Expenditure  Statement  for  the year  ended 30 June
2020

2020 $ 2019 $
Revenue

Membership subscriptions 5,481.00  4,250.00 
Donations  694.75  1,765.50 
Merchandise sales  147.00 562.00 
Reimbursements  0 187.00 

Total Revenue 6,322.75  6,764.50

Expenses
National contributions  2,000.00 0 
Bank, PayPal fees  115.39 15.71 
Legal compliance fees  63.20 63.20 
Meetings and events 505.91  1,162.00 
Campaign expenses  0 3,578.11 
Printing and publications 585.92  146.51 
Merchandise purchases  233.20 1,014.20 
IT expenses 191.85  0 
Postage and stationery  126.50 200.00 

Total Expenses 3,821.97 6,179.73

Current year surplus / (deficit) 2,500.78 584.77

Retained surplus at the beginning of the financial year 7,049.79 6,406.87
             Adjusted (petty cash on hand not included 18-
19)

0 58.15

Retained surplus at end of the financial year 9,550.57 7,049.79

Assets and Liabilities Statement as at 30 June 2020

   2020 $ 2019 $
Assets

MyState A/C 8,045.37  6,835.35 
PayPal  1,389.70 156.29 
Petty Cash 115.50 58.15

Total Assets 9,550.57 7,049.79

Liabilities
       Current Liabilities 0 0
Total Liabilities 0 0

Net Assets 9,550.57 7,049.79

Members’ Funds
       Retained Earnings  9,550.57  7,049.79
Total Members’ Funds 9,550.57 7,049.79
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Northern Convenor’s Report
The first Northern meeting for 2019 was held in August where it was 
agreed that we meet with the new Member for Bass, Bridget Archer MP.
After two cancellations by the Member’s office, a January date was 
fixed. 

The meeting went well.  Bridget has joined the Parliamentary Friends of 
the ABC.  She is supportive, especially in respect of the regional and 
emergency services of the ABC.

We did point out to her our many concerns, especially the ongoing 
budget cuts.  We were able to inform her about the policy held by some 
members of her party to sell the ABC.

It was a friendly discussion, ending with offers to contact her at any time.

6



Our final meeting for 2019 was over coffee to farewell Belinda and Trevor 
Wright.  They were moving into their new home at Bundanoon in NSW.  
Recent news is that they have settled in and are founding members of 
the new Southern Highlands branch of ABC Friends.

Then came the Coronavirus and all meetings had to be cancelled.  We 
look forward to a much more active 2020/21.

Anne O’Byrne
Northern Convenor
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Southern Convenor’s Report
The months after the May 2019 Federal election were quiet ones for ABC 
Friends South but, by the time of the October AGM, our energies and 
enthusiasm were restored.  The associated public forum with Peta 
Fitzgibbon as MC and Andrew Wilkie, Peter George, Nick McKim, and 
Margaret Reynolds as speakers, was very well attended.

A schedule of market stalls and tables in the Hobart CBD was drawn up in 
February this year, but all face-to-face activities between March and 
September this year were cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions and 
none of these activities took place.  New members were individually 
contacted via email to thank them for joining or making a purchase from 
our website.

To recommence activities this year, in early September we held a morning
tea and discussion with Samantha Stayner, Local Hobart Manager of the 
ABC, at the Josephite Centre in New Town.  It was very successful.

Samantha is enthusiastic and committed to the values of the ABC. She 
acknowledges the challenges it faces through the loss of experienced staff
and the likelihood of further redundancies but is optimistic that new 
technologies and possible staff redeployments mean an opportunity for 
new voices and new audiences to be heard and found for the ABC in 
Tasmania.  She acknowledges the balancing that must occur to keep its 
core listeners but become relevant to newer and younger audiences as 
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well.

A brief discussion after Samantha's talk outlined activities for the 
remainder of 2020.  They include the AGM in Launceston in October, the 
Andrew Bent Memorial Dinner and the recommencement of market stalls 
and CBD tables.

Members of the Friends South will be helping with the processing of 2021 
ABC Friends calendars in the next few months. 

Roslyn Stoddart
Southern Convenor
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National Representatives’ Report
Margaret Reynolds as National President and Kate Durkin as National Treasurer and have 
continued to work to ensure the National Committee’s sustainability in challenging times.

Working across all states by Zoom, phone and email is difficult in normal times, but of course
COVID-19 has placed additional demands on the National Committee.

Communication and Campaigning 

Fortunately, our communication and campaigning strategy, led largely by our NationBuilder 
Administrator, Phil Evans, has been highly successful throughout the year building our 
database and maintaining regular information flow to our members and supporters.  As a 
result, ABC Friends National has been very proactive in engaging the community to support 
the ABC in a variety of ways.

We have run a number of online campaigns urging members and supporters to lobby their 
parliamentarians and the response has been considerable.  A recent online petition urging 
Senators to investigate how public broadcasting resources can be diverted to overseas 
commercial media when the ABC and SBS are struggling to maintain their standard has 
attracted over 6,000 signatures.  Here is just a sample of some recent postings on our 
website and social media:

 Ask your Favourite Senator to Support an Inquiry into ABC Funding 2015-2023.
 Who Let the Fox into the Australian Communications Henhouse?
 Call for a Senate Inquiry into ABC Funding 2015-2023.
 The Federal Government continues to discriminate against Australian public broadcasting.
 Trust ABC Friends - We know the real facts.
 Latest News from NSW and ACT.
 Phillip Adams writes - Even for its Critics the ABC is Vital.
 How the ABC spends its Money and Why it Matters.
 Albanese thanks you and pledges to reverse cuts.
 An Open Letter to the Prime Minister.
 Urgent Action for our ABC.
 Response to the ABC five Year Plan.
 Use Your Vote in Eden Monaro Campaign.

Governance and Finance

The National Committee has been unable to hold its normal annual face-to-face meeting this 
year and this has hampered its capacity to work through some complex and challenging 
governance issues.  But a number of significant improvements have been achieved despite 
these limitations.

We were fortunate to have an IT expert, Jenny Potts, offer us her pro bono services to 
undertake a full post-implementation review of our NationBuilder platform and our IT 
Steering Committee will be working through some 30 expansive recommendations that will 
improve the functioning of the site and our social media reach.

We reported last year on the successful move of our merchandise operations from our 
former National office in Melbourne to Hobart.  Unfortunately, the onset of COVID-19 forced 
our distributor, Oak Mailhouse, to close its doors.  Our supplier, Slick Promotions, generously 
stepped into the breach and now all merchandise functions operate smoothly under one roof.
Quality reports are now provided from NationBuilder monthly and quarterly for each State, 
giving detailed information on membership activity and funds.  Phil recently introduced a Hot
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Leads report, providing each State with a list of supporters whose level of website input is an
indicator that they might be willing to take the next step and join us as members.

In the same time frames, National Committee receives detailed reports on donation income 
and social media activity.  Some samples from the March quarterly report:

Financially, the National body has gone from strength to strength.  The increasing flow of 
donations from members and supporters across the country has meant that, in future years, 
its functioning can be sustained from this source, removing the need for individual States to 
make financial contributions.

Margaret Reynolds Kate Durkin
National Committee Members
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