
 
 
  
 

Research shows that the ABC is Australia’s most trusted news source.  It’s where we turn for trusted 

information about important matters such as the current Coronavirus epidemic and bushfires.  It is 

essential infrastructure. 
  

Independent broadcasting matters, and it matters more than ever.  There is a thirst in this country for 

reliable, trustworthy information, free from irrational rants, conspiracy theories and quackery.  The ABC 
gives us just that.  It is a critical component of the news and information that Australians receive whether 

on TV, radio or online.  As Friends and supporters of the ABC we have to work hard to ensure that it 

remains that way.  
 

The ABC is under considerable pressure.  It has enemies who are becoming increasingly vocal.  In 2018, 

the Federal Council of the Liberal Party supported a motion to privatise the ABC; that motion has not 
been rescinded.  It has suffered funding cuts to the tune of $783 million in the last 8 years, 25% of staff 

have been shed, entire programs have been cut and the budgets of others reduced. 

 
We want to make the ABC an issue in the coming election. 

 

We want every Tasmanian to think before they cast their vote – am I voting for someone who will stand up 
in Canberra for 

• public broadcasting 

• sustainable funding for the ABC 

• an end to political interference in the ABC 

• protection of journalists and quality journalism? 

 

In Tasmania, Bass, Braddon and Lyons are all marginal seats and the sixth Senate seat to be filled at the 
election is also ‘up for grabs’.  

 

If we don’t act now, we may not have an ABC to defend at the election due in 2025. 
 

Together we can make a difference.  What can you do? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Talk to someone on the Committee today if you can help.  And if you have other suggestions, let us know. 

 

   There’s an election coming 
- and it is a critical one for our ABC 

      Can you help? 

• Voice your concerns on social media and via letters to the editor (Advocate, Examiner, 

Mercury). 

• Talk to your friends and family about why the future of the ABC is an important issue. 

• Contact your local member and Senators - we can provide text.  And we are surveying them 

on their position on key issues for the ABC.  You can help by visiting our website – 

abcfriends.net.au – and joining our National surveys. 

• We will develop posters to put up in high traffic areas.  Let us know if you have a space on 

your fence that could help get our message out.  Or could you ask your local shop to put 

one in the window? 

• We’d love to get billboards on rural highways.  Can you help us make this work? 

• We can provide stickers and flyers.  Are you able to letterbox in your neighbourhood?  

• We will also be handing out information at various events.  Would you like to join us? 
 


