
Excerpts from Judy Tierney’s Speech Notes 
 
The ABC was based on the BBC model and was originally funded by a combination 
of licence fees and some government funding.  The ABC’s early services included 
twelve radio stations across the country offering live music, sport and information 
programs for 11 hours a day.  It was quickly embraced by Australian households and 

became a fixture of daily life for so many. 
 
Those first audiences were also warned by the ABC’s first Chairman of the 
Commission, Charles Lloyd Jones, not to expect the BBC, given Australia was a 
colonial culture which could not compete with the “high broadcast standards of 

London.”  Well, well.  Those broadcast standards of London are our cornerstones - 
thank you very much. 
 
As you would all be aware, under the provisions of the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation Act 1983, as well as being governed by legislation, the ABC is guided by 

a range of internal policies, codes, and corporate social responsibility principles: 

• ABC Editorial Standards 

• Corporate Responsibility 

• Privacy 

• Fraud 

• Election Coverage Review Committee (ECRC) 

• Public Accountability   

• Provision of Emergency broadcast services. 

 

The ABC is being monitored constantly and forensically.  It is under the public eye and 
open to regular attack, criticism and derision.  It is the target of accusations of bias 
and favouritism. 
 
To me the ABC represents journalistic excellence and independence, delivering 

distinctive, inclusive content.  I believe ABC journalism constantly strives to 
be  objective, credible and impartial, and of course be accountable to the public.  
This is the gold star standard of broadcasting excellence.  This is what places us as the 
shining light in the sometimes shabby fourth estate pack of hacks. 
 

I think bias is in the ear of the beholder.  If journalists don’t go down rabbit holes, 
challenge and question where would we be?  The spin doctors would be out of 
control (they’re bad enough now) and Goebbels, Hitler’s minister for propaganda, 
would be laughing in his grave as his modus operandi took hold.   Goebbels believed 
if you told the masses a lie often enough they’d eventually believe it….and most of 
them did…. 

 
I am bemused by how many politicians forget they are answerable to the people.  
When a Prime Minister or any politician attacks the media I ask “what are they afraid 
of?”. 
 

https://about.abc.net.au/how-the-abc-is-run/what-guides-us/abc-editorial-standards/
https://about.abc.net.au/how-the-abc-is-run/what-guides-us/corporate-responsibility/
https://about.abc.net.au/privacy/
https://about.abc.net.au/how-the-abc-is-run/what-guides-us/fraud/
https://about.abc.net.au/how-the-abc-is-run/what-guides-us/election-coverage-review-committee-ecrc/
https://about.abc.net.au/public-accountability/


I was delighted to read a transcript in your April Update - a transcript from the Sydney 
Morning Herald’s article by Jacqueline Maley who had seen a preview of 4C’s “Inside 
the Canberra Bubble” and noted that the government’s response (and I quote) "was 
a new high-water mark of hostility between this government and the ABC … The ABC 

has statutory editorial independence as a cornerstone of its existence.  Paul Fletcher 
is the ABC’s minister, charged with protecting that independence.  It is inappropriate 
for him to use his office to voice complaints on behalf of his colleagues in the cabinet. 
… in writing the letter (of complaint to Ita Buttrose), the Communications Minister 
merged his executive duties with the political interests of the government in a way 
that should concern anyone who cares about the independence of the national 

broadcaster.  Is the government now in the business of policing journalism?  Does 
anyone believe it would care a fig about journalistic balance if the program had 
shown bias against its political opponents?  Is this the right fight for the 
Communications Minister to be picking in a time when the Australian media faces a 
crisis of shrinking newsrooms, the decline of rural and regional media and increased 

concentration of ownership?” (end of quote).  Bravo Jacqueline Maley. 
 
Unfortunately governments have used their perception of bias as a powerful weapon 
to emasculate the media - to diminish the ABC’s worth, to threaten to bring down the 
pillar that encompasses the fourth estate values and purpose, to tarnish its hard 

earned reputation and challenge its adherence to the duty of its charter, to 
challenge the value proposition of public interest and right to know, to challenge the 
media’s role to question without fear or favour.  What are they afraid of???? 
 
I urge you wonderful Friends of the ABC to continue to be bold, not bullied.  Be loud 
and proud.  More power to your arm as you face the man with the money who fears 

what?  One word….SCRUTINY. 


