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President’s Report 
 

 
 

The ABC is an essential part of our national infrastructure and an essential pillar of 
Australian democracy. 
 

Now the ABC need all of us to help ensure its future.  Tasmanian Friends are doing our 
best. 
 

Public Events  
 

This year ABC Friends Tasmania demonstrated our commitment to independent 

journalism by celebrating the life and work of Andrew Bent who, in 1824, established 
Australia’s first independent newspaper in Elizabeth Street, Hobart.  Then, as now, 
independent journalism came under sustained attack by the government of the day. 
 

This celebratory event was held in May this year at Shambles Brewery, just up the road 
from where Bent produced his first independent newspaper.  The story of Andrew Bent 
was told brilliantly by local storyteller Bert Spinks, and musicians Ben Salter, Emily 

Sheppard, Georgia Shine and Michael Fortescue performed during the event. 
 

  
Bert Spinks             Photo by Peter Mathew   Michael Fortescue      Photo by Peter Mathew 

 
 

The past year has reminded us of the importance of 
the ABC as a trusted provider of news, current affairs 
and entertainment. 
 

In a speech to ABC Friends in October 2020 in 
Launceston, Greg Barns described the ABC as “one 
of the most important vehicles and repositories of 

critical thought in Australia”. 
 

Throughout the current pandemic we have 
witnessed the value of the ABC with reporters such as 
Norman Swan and data analyst Casey Briggs 
providing excellent and accurate updates. 
 

Australians turned to the ABC for trusted information 
during the worst bushfire season this country has ever 

seen. 
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Our guest speaker for this sold-out event was ABC Chair Ita Buttrose AC, OBE.  In her 
speech, Ms Buttrose made several important points: 
 

 
Peter Tatham introduces Ita Buttrose   Photo by Peter Mathew 

 
Both Andrew Bent and Ita Buttrose are members of the Australian Media Hall of Fame.  
Both have contributed substantially to the Australian media and have helped shape its 
development. 

 

 
Peta Fitzgibbon, Kate Durkin, Margaret Reynolds, Ita Buttrose, Rowan Wylie, Peter Tatham         Photo by Peter Mathew 
 

 
 

 

• The ABC is our most 

trusted institution 

• The ABC is important for 

Australian democracy 

• More funding is required 

for the ABC to continue 

to meet its obligations 

under its charter 

• Legal protection for 

journalists is required so 

that they can reveal the 

most important stories of 

the day. 
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While activities were limited for a large part of the year, we did hold two smaller 
regional gatherings.  In Northern Tasmania, ABC Friends hosted a highly successful event 

at The Royal Oak in Launceston on the evening of May 6th with Martin Flanagan as the 
guest speaker. 
 

 
 
In the South, we held a well-attended morning tea in New Town in September 2020.  Our 
guest speaker was Samantha Stayner, the ABC’s Hobart Manager. 
 
 

 
Ros Stoddart, Southern Convenor, with Samantha Stayner 

 
Our Northern community presence was limited during the year due to the challenges of 
finding a new Convenor after the wonderful Anne O’Byrne formally stepped down from 

that role at the AGM in October 2020.  Anne, not one to abandon a post, did continue 
to organise meetings and Northern members have done some great work to improve 
their campaigning capacity, including starting a collection of colourful banners. 
 

With COVID restrictions hampering her usual enthusiastic rounding-up of willing members 
to help out with many markets over the summer period, our Southern Convenor, Ros 
Stoddart, nevertheless managed to ensure our presence in Margate, South Arm and 
Richmond. 

 

 

 

Now retired from his sports journalist position with The 
Age newspaper and living in Launceston, Martin has 
written 20 books, had a play at the Playbox Theatre in 

2006 and has written film treatments. 
 

His topic was “Why I Believe in Journalism and Why I 
Believe in the ABC”. 

 
“When I talk to school kids, I tell them that just 
because there is so much trash journalism in the world, 

they should never think that good journalism doesn’t 
matter.  It matters like clean air matters.” 

Samantha 
acknowledged the 
challenges that the ABC 
faces through the loss of 
experienced staff and 

the likelihood of further 
redundancies but is 
optimistic that new 
technologies and 
possible staff 
redeployments mean an 

opportunity for new 
voices and new 
audiences in Tasmania. 
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Campaigning  
 

Our events and local activities are critical in maintaining a strong community profile – 
essential if ABC Friends is to be an effective voice for our public broadcaster.  Just as 
important is our capacity to harness the individual efforts of as many Tasmanians as 
possible. 
 

We are now able to communicate directly with over 500 Tasmanian friends and 
supporters via our national website.  We continue to work hard to increase that number. 

 

 
 
The Committee has done a lot of work during the year to plan for the coming election.  

We have a list of actions that, with the help of those 500 people (and more), could be 
critical in getting Tasmanians to carefully consider their vote.  We need to identify and 
support those candidates, regardless of affiliation, who will stand up for the ABC – who 
will fight for it to be sustainably funded, who will oppose its privatisation and who will 
stand up for its independence. 
 

We will be calling on you to help! 
 

Over the past 12 months, ABC Friends Tasmania has been fortunate to meet regularly 

with local ABC staff and management.  We have learnt that the ABC faces the 
continuing challenge of building new audiences without losing existing audiences.  
Pleasingly, numbers of viewers are up 30% and several innovations are underway. 
 

The ABC has also consciously decided to focus on the quality of its reporting, including 
providing context.  So, while not always first with the news, it aims to maintain its 
reputation as a trusted source of quality information.   
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Vale Friends 
 

I am sorry to acknowledge the sad passing of three members during the year.  Audrey Moore 
Bob Burford and Terry Lobban were good Friends and great supporters of the ABC.  They will 
be missed. 
 

Governance  
 

We held our AGM in Launceston in October 2020, with over 60 Friends and supporters 
attending. 
 

Our guest speaker was Greg Barns SC, barrister, writer and academic.  Greg’s topic was 
Critical Thought in Australia – RIP.  
  
 

 
 

Greg argued that that the threats to critical thought in Australia are real and that the 
authoritarianism of the right is aggressive, unmuted and shows no sign of abating.  He 
concluded, “It is incumbent on all of us to push back against what is happening and to 

rescue our democracy.”  
 

 
 
 
 

He reminded us that it is not written in stone anywhere 
that Australia is a democracy and highlighted the 
deliberate attempt by the reactionary conservatives 
in Australia to impose what has been termed, in the US 

context, a cultural democracy. 
 

“It is of course in the interests of the authoritarian right 
to “dumb down” a culture.”  Greg argued that the 
relentless attacks on the ABC are a critical part of the 
armoury in this campaign. 
 

“The right’s consistent and constant attacks on the 

ABC manifest themselves not just in routine swingeing 
budget cuts but in a frustration that the national 
broadcaster is not what every authoritarian politician 
wishes for – a tame national propagandist 
broadcaster.” 

The meeting itself marked the final term of Margaret 

Reynolds as State President. 
 

Margaret joined the Tasmanian Committee in 2012 
and was elected President later that year. 
 

She has guided Tasmanian Friends through a period 
of strong growth – both in numbers and 
professionalism. 
 

We are grateful that Margaret will stay on as a 
Committee member and will continue as one of the 

two Tasmanian members of the National 
Association where she plays a vital role as President. 
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Finally, I would like to thank the wonderful ABC Friends Committee who work tirelessly 
behind the scenes to promote the ABC.  Thank you Kate Durkin, Peta Fitzgibbon, Rowan 
Wylie, Anne Layton-Bennett, Margaret Reynolds, Ros Stoddart, Kevin O’Dea and Anna 

Wylie. 
   

I would also like to express how much we value all supporters of the ABC.  2021-22 will 
be an important year for ABC Friends in Tasmania.  We hope you will join with us as we 
step up our support for public broadcasting.  
 
 
Peter Tatham 

President 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The final item for the meeting itself was the 
awarding of our very first life Membership to Anne 

O’Byrne. 
 

In presenting the award, outgoing President, 
Margaret Reynolds, spoke of Anne’s many years of 
service to establish a presence for Friends in 
Tasmania.  In unanimously agreeing on the award, 
Committee members noted that Anne has been the 

life-blood of the Northern group since getting it off 
the ground and has been vital to the State body 
throughout. 
 

In working with her over the years, all have found 
her endlessly supportive, a driving force, inspiring 
others with her enthusiasm - throughout, a solid rock 
of consistency in her passion for the ABC. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

  
 
Total income for the financial year was $15,123.43, against total expenditure of $13,393.00, 
resulting in a surplus of $1,730.43 (compared to $2,500.78 in 2019-20).  Total funds available at 30 

June 2021 were $11,281.00, compared with $9,550.57 at the beginning of the 2020-21 financial 
year. 

 
Income from membership subscriptions was up by 50% from $5,481.00 in 2019-20 to $8,250.00 

and donations increased more than four-fold (from $694.75 in 2019-20 to $3,063.10).  
Merchandise sales were also up significantly from $147.00 in 2019-20 to $1,270.33 (an eight-fold 
increase), aided by the purchase in 2019-20 of two Square Readers for our Northern and 

Southern branches.  Event ticket sales were also significant, with sales of $2,540.00 for the 
Andrew Bent Lunch resulting in a full house at the Shambles Brewery. 

 
As a result of the success of the new national website in harnessing the generosity of many 

donors across the country, ABC Friends Tasmania (like all other states) made no financial 
contribution towards the running costs of the national body in 2020-21 (we contributed $2000 in 
2019-20). 

 

 

ABC Friends Tasmania has enjoyed a very positive year.  Despite the 
disruptions to normal life resulting from the Covid 19 pandemic, we 

were able to hold three significant and successful events during the 
year: our AGM with guest speaker Greg Barnes, an evening with 
Martin Flanagan at the Royal Oak in Launceston on 6 May and the 

Andrew Bent Memorial Lunch with guest speaker Ita Buttrose on 1 
May. 

 
These events and continuing community concern and anger at the 

constant attacks on the ABC by both the Morrison Government and 
the Murdoch media have contributed to significant increases in both 
income and expenditure over the past financial year. 
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The major items of expenditure were: 
 

• Printing & Publications - $1,337.62 comprised primarily of hard copies of the Update magazine 

 ($357.72), material for last year’s AGM ($673.50) and professional photos for the ABC Friends 

 Calendar ($300.00) 

• Production of promotional material for campaigning at both state and national level - 

 Andrew Bent event Audio-visual recording ($1980.00) 

• Meetings and Events - $7,949.50, with significant cost items including 

o 2019-20 AGM Venue Hire and Catering ($2782.50) 

o Andrew Bent event Venue Hire and Catering ($2340.00) 
o Andrew Bent event Audio and Stage Hire ($1667.00) 

o Professional fees for Musicians and Speaker at Andrew Bent event ($700.00) 

• The purchase of ABC Friends national merchandise for sale to the public ($1,595.30) 

• Financial Service Fees: $300.03 in total ($6.40 in bank fees, $15.52 for Square Reader 

 transaction costs and $278.11 for PayPal transaction costs), compared to $115.39 in 2019-20. 

 
 
In summary, ABC Friends Tasmania is in a healthy financial position and is well-placed to 
advance the interests of public broadcasting in this election year.  I would like to mention a few 

people whose generosity has contributed to the health of the budget: 

• Michael Fortescue and Ben Salter donated their musical talents to the Andrew Bent Lunch 

• Peta Fitzgibbon donated ‘thank you gifts’ to the speakers and musicians at the Andrew Bent

 Lunch 

• Magda Birtus and I have donated mobile phones and make monthly donations for the on-

 going data support of the Square Readers Friends have purchased. 

 
Finally, this financial statement does not reflect the many hours of mental and physical labour 

that many Friends, and particularly Committee members, contribute to the organisation and to 
the defence of our National Public Broadcaster.  There is untold value in their contributions. 
 

 
Rowan Wylie 

Treasurer 
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ABC Friends Tasmania Inc. Financial Statements 2020-21 
 

Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 30 June 2021 
 

 2021 $ 2020 $ 

Revenue   

 Membership Subscriptions 8,250.00 5,481.00 

 Donations 3,063.10 694.75 

 Merchandise Sales 1,270.33 147.00 

 Ticket Sales 2,540.00 0.00 

Total Revenue 15,123.43 6,322.75 

   

Expenses   

 National Contributions 0.00 2,000.00 

 Bank, PayPal, Square Fees 300.03 115.39 

 Legal Compliance Fees 64.80 63.20 

 Meetings and Events 7,949.50 505.91 

 Campaigning Expenses 1,980.00 0.00 

 Printing and Publications 1,337.62 585.92 

 Merchandise Purchases 1,595.30 233.20 

 IT Expenses 75.00 191.85 

 Postage and Stationery 90.75 126.50 

Total Expenses 13,393.00 3,821.97 

   

Current year surplus / (deficit) 1,730.43 2,500.78 

   

Retained surplus at beginning of the financial year 9,550.57 7,049.79 

   

Retained surplus at end of the financial year 11,281.00 9,550.57 
 

Assets and Liabilities Statement as at 30 June 2021 
 

 2021 $ 2020 $ 

Assets    

 MyState A/C 11,123.30 8,045.37 

 PayPal 102.25 1,389.70 

 Petty Cash 55.45 115.50 

Total Assets 11,281.00 9,550.57 

   

Liabilities   

 Current Liabilities  0.00 0.00 

Total Liabilities 0.00 0.00 

   

Net Assets 11,281.00 9,550.57 

   

Members’ Funds   

 Retained Earnings 11,281.00 9,550.57 

Total Members’ Funds 11,281.00 9,550.57 
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National Representatives’ Report 
Margaret Reynolds as National President and Kate Durkin as National Treasurer continued to work through 
2020-21 to ensure the National Committee’s sustainability in challenging times. 

 

Working across all states by Zoom, phone and email is difficult in normal times, and COVID-19 continued 
to place additional demands on the National Committee.  The annual face-to-face meeting of National 

Committee was unable to be held in 2019-20 due to COVID-19 and was eventually held in Canberra on 

28-30 May 2021 (see below). 
 

Communication and Campaigning  

 
Here are the 2020-21 Top 5 postings on our Facebook page and the website, with reach and views: 

 

Facebook Posts Reach 
TAKE ACTION: Join our call for a Senate Inquiry into ABC Funding 2015-2023 61,933 

Fox in the henhouse – Call for a Senate Inquiry into ABC Funding 2015-2023 61,401 

Rupert Murdoch 90th Birthday – Jess Harwood Original Cartoon Artwork 39,504 

I Stand with Emma Alberici 31,238 

Ranald Macdonald – The real facts on the ABC budget 30,875 

 

Website Posts  Views 
Petition for a Senate Inquiry into ABC Funding 2015-2023 9,908 

2021 Crowdfunder 2,096 

Ranald Macdonald – The real facts on the ABC budget 1,637 

Open Letter to the ABC: Alberici and government influence 1,447 

Sign the open Letter to Scott Morrison: Paul Fletcher thinks he can sack Ita Buttrose  1,234 
 

 
National Committee has established a National Campaign Committee in preparation for the forthcoming 

federal election.  The Committee, which comprises the National President and each State Branch 

President, will be responsible for: 
 

• Communication of key messages and actions through social media 

• Advocacy regarding public broadcasting policies 

• Lobbying of political leaders and key influencers 

• National merchandise distribution. 
 

A National Campaign Launch is proposed for Sydney with the potential for parallel launches in each 
State.  An ABC ‘Log of Claims’ is to be developed to focus on major public broadcasting reform.  ABC 

Friends must be mindful of Australian Electoral Commission requirements with regard to printed and 

advertising material produced as part of the federal election campaign. 

Our communication and 
campaigning strategy, led largely by 

our NationBuilder Administrator, Phil 

Evans, has continued to build our 
database and maintain a regular 

information flow to our members and 

supporters.  Our National President 
and Phil Evans, acting as Social 

Media Administrator, jointly manage 

our key weekly messages, designed 
to maintain community 

engagement in support of the ABC. 
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National Committee is likely to endorse proposals put forward by the Merchandise Working Group which 

would allow state branches to shop for ABCF merchandise on-line, a much more efficient process than 
that currently in place. 

 
In May 2021, Margaret Reynolds, Cassandra Parkinson (NSW/ACT) and Sue Pinnock (SA/NT) were able to 

meet with a number of Members of Parliament, including the ABC Friends Parliamentary Group, in 

Canberra.  In addition to the importance of extending funding for Enhanced News Gathering, the 
Transmission Paper prepared by ABC Friends discussing digital transmission options for ensuring all 

Australians have access to ABC broadcasts in light of unrelenting pressures on the ABC’s budget, was of 

major focus of these discussions. 

  

Governance and Finance 
 

The National Committee held its long-delayed face-to-face meeting on 28 - 30 May in Canberra.  Alas, 
COVID still intervened and Victorian members attended for only two of the three days via video link.  

  

The Victorian and NSW/ACT branches elected new state presidents in 2020-21 resulting in Cassandra 
Parkinson (NSW/ACT) and Michael Henry (Vic) joining National Committee.  Kate Durkin resigned as 

National Treasurer in May.  Peter Lindenmayer (NSW/ACT) has taken on the Treasurer role.  During her 

tenure, Kate made an enormous contribution to improving ABC Friends’ National governance and 
financial management arrangements.  With Kate’s departure, Rowan Wylie has joined National 

Committee as the second Tasmanian representative and is also a member of the Finance Sub-

Committee. 
 

In December 2020 new financial arrangements came into effect whereby direct donations made to ABC 

Friends at the time of initiating or renewing membership are directed to the State relevant to the 
membership.  At the same time, donations made in response to national calls to action are retained by 

ABC Friends National. 

 
This has provided ABC Friends National with a sustainable financial structure and obviated the need for 

State Branches to make financial contributions to the national body. 

 
 

 
Margaret Reynolds Rowan Wylie 

National Committee Members 


