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At the inaugural Australian International Documentary 

Conference Awards on 4 March, The ABC won five of the 
six content categories on offer. The ABC’s contribution 

to factual storytelling was recognised across screen, audio and 
online, with AIDC Award wins for:

The Australian Dream, an internationally lauded film produced by 
GoodThing Productions and Passion Pictures, and commissioned 
by the ABC’s Regional & Local division, won the AIDC Best 
Feature Documentary Award for its story about Indigenous AFL 
legend Adam Goodes and the broader issues of race, identity and 
belonging.

Miriam Margolyes Almost Australian, produced by Southern 
Pictures and distributed worldwide by ABC Commercial, won the 
AIDC Best Documentary/Factual Series Award for its “refreshing 
modern portrait of Australia”. 

My Body Says, produced by Mama Bear Productions, won 
the AIDC Best Short-Form Documentary Award for exploring 
the mental health, hopes and dreams of people from diverse 
backgrounds by examining their bodies. 

The Eleventh – an 
explosive thriller about the 
1975 dismissal of Australian 
Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam – won the AIDC 
Best Audio Documentary 
Award for making “a significant moment in political 
history accessible to a wide audience”. 

Mt Resilience, which was made in association with ABC TV 
series Big Weather (and how to survive it), won the AIDC Award 
for Best Interactive/Immersive Documentary. The bold augmented 
reality experience was crafted in conjunction with XR studio 
PHORIA, the CSIRO and Bureau of Meteorology.

Love on the Spectrum, which was made by Producers Northern 
Pictures for ABC factual series, received a special mention by 
the AIDC jury which said dealt with the subject of people on the 
autism spectrum exploring love and relationships “sensitively  
and cleverly to make it entertaining, engaging, informative  
and emotional”.
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From the Editor 

As 2020 drew to a close we celebrated the success of the ABC in 
the Walkley Awards. It is not surprising, therefore, that we celebrate 
further ABC success in the inaugural Australian International 

Documentary Awards,with the ABC winning in four out of five categories 
(see page 1). It was not a difficult decision for ABC Friends to choose the 
entire ABC as the recipient of its annual Excellence in Broadcasting Award 
for its performance throughout a tumultuous year, in which we depended 
on the ABC not only to keep us informed but keep us safe through 
bushfires, cyclones, the pandemic, and in the new year, catastrophic 
floods. All of this despite a diminishing flow of funds fron the government 
and the loss of 1,250 jobs since 2014.

The Public’s Right to Know

The Four Corners program ‘Inside the Canberra Bubble,’ which went to air 
in November 2020, has proved to be a trigger for a series of events in 2021 
which we can hope will bring very necessary change to our culture, not 
only  inside the ‘Canberra Bubble’ but in schools, universities, homes and 
every workplace across Australia. Who could argue that courageous young 
women like Brittany Higgins and Grace Tame should not have been given a 
voice, and in doing so encouraged thousands of others to speak out, and 
demand change. Female politicians from all parties have spoken, making 
it abundantly clear that the culture within the Parliament must change. 
Despite the hostility of Minister Fletcher towards the ABC, and the role it 
has played in exposing the unacceptable practices and behaviour in the 
parliament, there is no doubt where the support of the public lies. The ABC 
has been overwhelmed by offers of financial support in its coming legal 
battle with former Attorney-General Porter, offers which, of course, it cannot 
accept. Growth in audience figures also suggest strong support from the 
public for the ABC’s role in exposing unacceptable behaviour. On 22 March 
the Four Corners program ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ which interviewed the 
security guard on duty on the night of Brittany Higgins’ alleged rape, had an 
audience of almost 800,000.

Thanks to Two Special ABC Friends

Janine Kitson, who has led the Northern Suburbs of Sydney branch of 
Friends since its establishment with both energy and inspiration, is stepping 
down from her role as President to prepare as a candidate in the next 
Federal election. This branch happens to cover the electorate of Minister 
Fletcher, and branch members have devoted much time and energy to 
demonstrating their support for the ABC outside the Minister’s office (see 
coverage of a rally in this Update). We thank Janine for her leadership, and 
wish her well in her forthcoming campaign.

Margaret Foy was a member of Friends almost since its inception, and 
served the cause with great passion and commitment as President and 
Vice-president of Blue Mountains Branch over many years. Whilst recent 
poor health limited her involvement, Margaret never lost her passion for the 
cause of fighting for the ABC she loved so much. Margaret passed away in 
December. You will find a tribute in this Update.

Mal Hewitt OAM

ABC Friends
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Impartiality review found comments by Greiner 
on The Drum were ‘negative for Coalition’. 

Comments on an episode of The Drum that were labelled biased 
towards Labor in a review of impartiality during the federal election 
campaign were made by Kathryn Greiner, a Liberal party member 
of more than 50 years.

 Greiner, who was married to the former Liberal NSW premier 
Nick Greiner, had her contributions on a 2019 panel of The 
Drum labelled “green” or “positive for Labor” in a controversial 
impartiality review which criticised the ABC panel show for not 
having enough conservative voices during its federal election 
coverage. The review has been used as a further weapon by the 
government against the ABC, following a please explain letter 

Illustration: Cathy Wilcox

Comments labelled 
pro-Labor in ABC 
election review 
were by Liberal 
Kathryn Greiner

from the communications minister, Paul Fletcher, about a Four 
Corners investigation which alleged inappropriate conduct by two 
ministers.

On Wednesday the Coalition used its numbers in the Senate to 
force the ABC to publish the impartiality review despite strong 
objections from the ABC chair, Ita Buttrose. In the 6 May episode 
Greiner was commenting on Bill Shorten’s May 2019 federal 
election launch, and was complimentary about his “very strong 
team”. “I think the women on that are very credible, coincidentally 
I happened to work for both Chris Bowen and Tanya Plibersek 
when they were ministers, when I was the chair of a government 
company, you know, very competent individuals,” Greiner said. 
“So there’s a competency on both sides, but I think that the Labor 
party will win out because they have more women.” 

The methodology of the review has come under attack internally 
at the ABC for labelling panellists’ comments as neutral, positive 
or negative for a political party. Using this method the report 
recommended the ABC “review the composition of panellists 
on The Drum to achieve a better balance of voices from across 
the spectrum of ideas and politics”. The methodology led to an 
inference that Greiner did not support the Coalition with sufficient 
vigour and her comment was listed under the column “negative 
for the Coalition”. The reviewer, Kerry Blackburn, speculated 
that panellists felt pressure to be on the winning side and 
changed their views to fit in. “It is human nature to want to be 
on the winning side, or at least be seen to have understood why 
their team is winning and yours is losing,” she wrote. Guardian 
Australia understands Greiner was both appalled and amused by 
Blackburn’s claim that her critique was based on anything but her 
experience and expertise.

Amanda Meade is Guardian Australia’s media correspondent.

Amanda Meade 
Guardian Australia  
11 December 2020
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The Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) is a ‘Trusted. Valued. 
Essential’ commercial, non-profit United States public broadcaster 
and television program distributor. PBS believes that all Americans 
deserves great media and for the past 50 years have strived to provide 
people of every age and interest with a classroom, a passport and a 
stage for the arts. The PBS News Hour was a reliable source amid the 
swamp of Trump’s fake news - https://www.pbs.org/newshour/

Our ABC is a trusted, valued and essential government-funded 
Australian public broadcaster which, for the past 90 years, has provided 
state and national news and weather, emergency warnings, and a mix 
of entertainment, including sport, music and regional or rural issues and 
so much more. Politicians need reminding that a healthy, well-funded 
ABC is essential for a healthy democracy.  The importance of fearlessly 
delving into subjects which cause embarrassment is underlined by this 
table of some exposés made by ABC’s Four Corners investigations. 

Four Corners Program Outcomes

Uranium – Handle With Care, 

1984
This showed that, contrary to the Hawke Labor government’s assurances, 
uranium could end up in other country’s nuclear weaponry. In the 1980s Australia 
experienced a significant growth of nuclear disarmament activism.

French Connection,  

1985
Terrorist bombing of Greenpeace’s Rainbow Warrior in Auckland Harbour, killing 
a photographer, revealed to the New Zealand Government and the world when 
the program which showed that a friendly foreign power had breached NZ’s 
sovereignty.  On 21 September 1985 the French Prime Minister admitted it was a 
French plot and acknowledged the cover-up and that agents of the French secret 
service were acting on orders.

Black Deaths in Custody,  

1985
Protests and the deaths of seven more jailed Aboriginals led the Federal Labor 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs to announce a parliamentary inquiry into Aboriginal 
deaths in custody. On 15 August 1987 the Federal Labor Government announced 
a Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. In the 30 years since the 
Royal Commission, another 365 black deaths in custody have been recorded.

The Moonlight State,  

1987
Chris Masters' investigation into corruption in the Queensland police force, led to 
the Fitzgerald Inquiry, one of the most important anti-corruption investigations in 
Australian history.  The Inquiry, which led to the Premier’s resignation, the calling of 
two by-elections, the jailing of three former ministers and the Police Commissioner 
and ended the 32-year run of Queensland’s National Party.

Beacons of Integrity
compiled by  
Diana Wyndham
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Four Corners Program Outcomes

Bondy’s Bounty,  

1989
Paul Barry's investigation into Alan Bond’s finances revealed his company was on 
the point of collapse. In 1992, Bond was declared bankrupt, with personal debts 
of A$1.8 billion. In 1997, Bond was sentenced to seven years in jail, to quote Paul 
Barry ‘one day for every million dollars that he stole’.

Children Overboard,  

2002
This began with the Tampa incident and continued through the HMAS Adelaide 
'children overboard' affair in 2001 when John Howard’s Federal Liberal government 
claimed asylum seekers threatened to throw their children overboard to get into 
Australia. A Senate inquiry found no children were thrown overboard.

Greenhouse Mafia,  

2006 

This exposed the relationship of the climate-change denying fossil fuel industry 
lobby to ministers in Howard’s government, who wrote cabinet submissions, 
ministerial briefings and costings. Scientists were silenced and Australia’s attempts 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions blocked. 

The Code of Silence,  

2009
Reported on the attitudes towards and the treatment of women by National Rugby 
League players For many years rugby league in Australia had been dogged by a 
series of allegations about alcohol, women and sex. The report focused primarily on 
two incidents involving NRL players and women who felt they had been exploited 
sexually. It received widespread, often heated, media cover.

Live Baiting in the Greyhound 
Racing Industry,  

2015 

Revealed the use of live piglets, possums and rabbits to train greyhounds. The 
revelation led to suspensions, resignations, inquiries and condemnation of the 
practice. The NSW Greyhound racing board was dismissed, and the Queensland 
Government dissolved all the Racing Queensland boards.

Don Dale Youth Detention 
Centre,  

2016 

Revealed systematic physical and verbal abuse of young Indigenous children 
and teenagers in the Northern Territory. The episode sparked global outrage and 
prompted Liberal Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to set up a Royal Commission 
into NT juvenile detention after the program revealed graphic images of children 
being abused.  It also led to the minister responsible being sacked.

Banks Behaving Badly,  

2016
After revelations by whistleblower Jeff Morris and Four Corners, the Turnbull 
government held a Royal Commission Into Banking Misconduct from 14 December 
2017 till 4 February 2018.  NAB's chair, Ken Henry, and CEO, Andrew Thorburn 
resigned from their positions. 

Who Cares?,  

2018
A two-part investigation showed the failings in aged care. Two days before the 
program aired (and clearly because of it ), Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced 
the Royal Commission into Aged Care which led to the many explosive revelations 
in the eight-volume final report, tabled on 1 March 2021.
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Margaret Reynolds
Margaret Reynolds’ fascinating career spans several decades and 
she continues her activity in both national and local communities. 
Her professional background is in education and public policy 
development at local, national and international levels.  Margaret 
established Kindergarten Headstart in Townsville, one of 
Australia’s first Aboriginal preschool programmes. Concurrently, 
she worked on the 1967 Referendum campaign and organised 
the Inter-racial Citizens’ Seminar that same year. Shortly after 
she was elected to the Townsville City Council, with responsibility 

for Community & Cultural Development which helped recognise 
indigenous citizens.

She entered Federal politics after being elected as a Queensland 
Senator in 1983 with portfolios in both Local Government and 
Status of Women and initiated the first National Domestic Violence 
Campaign – which remains an issue 25 years later.  Senator 
Reynolds was the inaugural government representative on the 
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation during the 1990s and she 
represented Australia at the UN General Assembly in New York. 

As Chair of the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, she 
helped develop broader recognition of women’s rights.

After politics, Margaret lectured in Australian politics, international 
relations, and human rights at the University of Queensland. She 
also supervised several women’s political training programs in 
South Africa, Fiji and East Timor.

Subsequently, Margaret chaired the Board of the Australian 
Centre for Excellence in Local Government at the University 
of Technology, Sydney, promoting the role of local councils in 
responding to community development.  Back home, finally, in 
Tasmania and the indefatigable Margaret was appointed CEO of 
National Disability Services 2004-2012, representing the state 
on advisory committees which were developing the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme. She was a Member of the Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare Ethics Committee 2010-2020. 

She and her partner Henry live at Tasmania’s History House in 

Two by Two
Introducing our  
Friends National team

Angela Williamson - ABC Friends National Update Production Manager

Update is usually full of items about the appalling loss of funds for the ABC and the ever more 
strident criticisms of the ABC by Government ministers and the Murdoch press, for simply 
doing its job properly.  We wish to introduce some of our key (voluntary) personnel, starting 
with our founding National President, who continues to do a phenomenal job.

Senator Reynolds, Australia’s Representative to  
the United Nations General Assembly in 1997,  
stands outside the UN with the UN’s  
disabled gun sculpture.

Above: Australian representative, Margaret Reynolds, with others 
from Japan, Pakistan and India at a Global Action Conference in 
New York with then UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 1994.
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On 7 December almost 100 people from Northern 
Sydney suburbs and the bush rallied outside Minister 
Paul Fletcher’s Bradfield office to protest after he 

confronted the ABC board over the Four Corners’ “Inside 
the Canberra Bubble” exposé, demanding chair Ita Buttrose 
answer 15 questions about the program within 14 days. 

Before the speeches began, the crowd started chanting 
‘Get Your Hands off the ABC’ to show how angry they were 
about Minister’s Fletcher’s hostile letter to Ita Buttrose Chair 
of the ABC Board. Rally organiser Janine Kitson said “Liberal 
Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells acknowledged on the Four 
Corners program that whether you’re the first law officer, or 
the prime minister there is an expectation to conduct oneself 
with the highest degree of integrity”.

The rally concluded with the Northern Suburbs of Sydney 
Branch of ABC Friends delivering an ABC Friends 2021 
calendar to Paul Fletcher’s Office in the hope that in the New 
Year he would acknowledge the importance of the ABC for 
Australia’s democracy, health and safety.  “When we took the 
calendar to his office, Mr Fletcher’s Office glass doors were 
locked so we slid the ABC Friends 2021 calendar under his 
doors.  I hope this is not a sign that Mr Fletcher will allow 

democracy to slide to new lows in the New Year,” concluded 
Janine Kitson. 

Ed’s Note:  All the speakers were 
good but Rose Jackson (pictured) 
deserved the Oscar. She grew up 
in an ABC family with her mother, 
journalist Liz Jackson and her 
father, film-maker Martin Butler 
and went to ‘Save the ABC’ rallies 
as a very small child. ‘ABC Friends 
Salutes to Four Corners’ (Update 
December 2016) paid tribute 
to the program’s extraordinary 
contribution to Australian life and 
investigative journalism over the 
past 55 years. We paid special 
tribute to the contribution journalist 
and barrister Liz Jackson (1951 – 2018) made. Rose said her 
mother was bitterly opposed her decision to enter politics 
but Liz would have been proud to see what her daughter is 
now achieving. It is good to know that this new Member of 
Parliament is so passionately pro-ABC.

Richmond, where they are involved in promoting an understanding 
of Tasmanian history and recognition of built colonial heritage.

Cathy Bardon
Cathy Bardon grew up in rural Queensland in a family that listened 
only to ABC radio, and watched ABC TV.  Her mother was a rural 
GP and her father a farmer. She went to boarding school in Ipswich 
and graduated in Geology from the University of Queensland. 

Cathy worked for Thiess Brothers Mining Division as a technical 
librarian, then for Jacaranda Press as a book Editor where 
she wrote the text for a school picture kit on energy.  She 
then worked for Esso Australia, initially writing and editing 
and interviewing university students for graduate positions. 
Subsequently, Cathy worked as a petroleum geologist in Esso’s 
Acquisitions and Western Division teams. 

She and her husband lived in Denver, Colorado, USA for two 
and a half years where she listened to National Public Radio 
experiencing their funding challenges. The next move was to 
Perth where she retrained in Computer Science and worked in 
IT at Curtin University for 16 years, mostly working with data. 
She was a Councillor of the National Tertiary Education Union at 
Curtin. 

She believes an independent, adequately funded public 
broadcaster is essential for healthy democracy. Cathy represents 
ABC Friends WA on the committee of ABC Friends National. 
Cathy joined the ABCF WA Committee in 2014 and was 
appointed Secretary in July the following year. 

Cathy’s skills have been enormously beneficial for ABC Friends 
National and ABC Friends WA.  Cathy continues her huge role 
as ABCF WA’s Secretary, but in addition, as one of ABCF WA’s 
representatives on ABC Friends National, she is: 1. NationBuilder 
Co-ordinator, 2. Convenor, IT Steering Committee, 3. Member, 
Finance Sub-committee.  She was a member of the team 
implementing the new National website on the NationBuilder 
platform.

In her spare time, Cathy manages two gardens and  
cultivates an orchard. 

Northern Suburbs of Sydney Rally Attracts 100
Janine Kitson Convenor, ABC Friends, Northern Suburbs of Sydney Branch

Cathy Bardon –  
our NationBuilder  
Co-ordinator 
and ABCF WA’s 
Secretary.
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In the Sydney Morning Herald on 7 February 2021, Zoe 
Samios examined the impact these cuts have had on 
ABC staff.  This comments by two members of Media 
Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA), show the 
consequences:

Former ABC reporter and MEAA media vice president Karen Percy 
said the job cuts are affecting editorial processes. “What you’ve 
got is this hollowing out of senior people,” Ms Percy explains. 
“It’s not just the salaries that go - it’s the editorial judgements, 
it’s the corporate knowledge. We’ve got the younger, junior, less 
experienced reporters on the treadmill and the stars at the other 
end and a bit of a gaping hole in terms of editorial capability in the 
middle. You don’t respond to [cost] cuts by expanding and cutting 
back here and there. You’re taking away lots of people to do 
that work but you’re still putting out more products. Somewhere 
along the line you have to actually stop burning out your people 
and actually allow them some job security.” Ms Percy says that 
in the ABC “hunger games”, it is often older, more experienced 
members of staff who are targeted. And when it comes to 
voluntary redundancies, this group of staff are the first to put their 
hand up. But the total number of staff working at the ABC is not 
just affected by redundancies. The ABC said that in the past five 
years 737 employees were made redundant but 866 also resigned 
from the broadcaster. At the same time, 203 staff have retired, 
bringing total exits to 1860 in five years. 
The way in which the redundancies 
have been executed and the gap 

they’ve left in knowledge have 
led to resignations, Ms Percy 
adds. “I’m horrified at that number [of 
resignations],” Ms Percy says. “People 
are pitted against each other...  some 
staff have difficulty transitioning 
roles within the company and 
there have been instances 
where people have given up 
stable full time roles for part 
time or casual positions 
in order to join another 
division or move to another state.

The ABC has considered other savings measures to avoid 
axing jobs. It attempted to discuss sharing office space with 
SBS managing director James Taylor last year and tried 
to lease part of its headquarters to newswire Australian 
Associated Press. But Ms Percy says the ABC must do more 
to think strategically about how it deals with budget pressures. 
“They’re starting to spread themselves too thin,” she says. 
“We’re having editorial breaches as a result. There needs to 

Graphic source: A research report for GetUp! by Per 
Capita Emma Dawson, May 2020

The Impact of  ABC Staff Cuts
Compiled by Diana Wyndham
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be a big rethink on what the priorities are, rather than 
trying to be this expansive organisation that is trying to be 

everything to everyone.” Redundancies at any media company 
have long-term effects. But when they lead others to resign, it 
can have a long-term impact. “There’s not the career progression, 

there’s not the pay progression,” she says. “I think those 
stubbornly high redundancy numbers are really, really 

troubling because people aren’t going to get the 
experience and the length of service.” She is 
urging the ABC to think more carefully about 
which jobs are cut. “The five year plan last 

year was about diversity - reaching out to all 
Australians - decentralising from the Ultimo 

office. The jobs and the people that were made 
redundant...did not mesh with that at all. There’s 

just a real mismatch between the rhetoric and the reality of 
what they’re doing,” she says.

In its response to Senator Bragg, the ABC said the nature of staff 
movement was complex and that comparing permanent leavers 
to permanent new starters was difficult as some were casual and 
others were full time.

Adam Portelli, director of media at the Media 
Entertainment and Arts Alliance said 
certain skills and knowledge 
had been cut in the process. 
“While we support attempts 
to replace staff who have 
retired or resigned, the 
reality is that specialist 
knowledge and reporting 
skills have left the 
organisation over 
the past few years 
because of funding 
cuts,” Mr Portelli 
said. “New staff 
in recent years 
have too often 
faced precarious 
employment 
on short-term 
contracts and in 
casual work. There 
is a lack of career 
progression and 
continuity of ABC 
culture and corporate 
knowledge. What the 
numbers also do not 
tell you is that editorial 
workloads are increasing, 
and staff are increasingly 
required to produce more 
output, filing multiple times a 
day across several platforms.”

Eds note: A 15-page Parliamentary Research Paper, written 
by social policy analyst Dr Tyson Wils in 2019, is an excellent 
resource on ABC Funding. The introduction states:  ‘Funding 
for Australia’s primary national public broadcaster, the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC), has been a 
contentious and complex issue for many years. For instance, 
writing in 1980, Henry Mayer, Professor of Political Theory at 
the University of Sydney, stated:

‘ABC funding is a perennial “problem”. Given its very broad 
aims, given in the Act and arrived at by convention, given 
that priorities were not clear nor could be without offending 
important interests, given no easily available criteria for ABC 
“waste” or “efficiency”, it is not easy to see how much money 
the ABC “really” needs and how much “fat” there is … Endless 
disputes over funding and the use of funds are built into the 
system’.  Henry Mayer, ‘Media’, in H Mayer and H Nelson, 
eds., Australian Politics: A Fifth Reader, Longman Cheshire, 
Melbourne, 1980, p. 551.  
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T he December 2020 Update included Lisa Visenten’s 9 
November article in the Sydney Morning Herald about 
Coalition staffers asking ABC managing director David 

Anderson if a Four Corners episode “Inside the Canberra 
Bubble” was in the public interest; it also included this letter 
from Elizabeth Goodsall: “Bouquets to the ABC for letting us see 
behind the scenes of the ugly, damaging culture going on inside 
our federal Parliament. Brickbats to Fletcher for trying to shoot 
the messenger. ‘Extreme and unrelenting’ political pressure was 
applied to the ABC not to air the story regarding the toxic culture 
of Parliament House and the sexist and hypocritical behaviour of 
federal ministers Christian Porter and Alan Tudge. Congratulations 
for standing strong”. 

The SMH’s Jacqueline Maley saw a preview and noted on 5 
December that the government’s response “was a new high-water 
mark of hostility between this government and the ABC. …. The 
ABC has statutory editorial independence as a cornerstone of 
its existence. Paul Fletcher is the ABC’s minister, charged with 
protecting that independence. It is inappropriate for him to use 
his office to voice complaints on behalf of his colleagues in the 
cabinet … In writing the letter, the Communications Minister 
merged his executive duties with the political interests of the 
government in a way that should concern anyone who cares 
about the independence of the national broadcaster. Is the 
government now in the business of policing journalism? Does 
anyone believe it would care a fig about journalistic balance if 
the program had shown bias against its political opponents? Is 
this the right fight for the Communications Minister to be picking 
in a time when the Australian media faces a crisis of shrinking 
newsrooms, the decline of rural and regional media, and increased 
concentration of ownership?”

Three weeks after the episode was aired, Paul Fletcher tweeted 
15 questions he intended to send to Ita Buttrose. He asked 
indignantly: “Why should an objective observer not conclude that 
the program demonstrates a failure by the Board ... to ensure the 
gathering and presentation of news and information by the ABC is 
accurate and impartial according to the recognised standards of 
objective journalism?” This is Fletcher’s third attack on the ABC: 
previously he had proposed moving ABC headquarters to the 
outskirts of Sydney and asked for staff pay rises to be paused.

ABC Friends have lobbied outside his electorate office in Lindfield 
and former prime ministers, journalists and commentators from 
conservative and radical media have all expressed outrage about 
Fletcher’s action. This is part of what Niki Savva wrote in The 

Australian on 10 December:

“In her reply, [Ita] will reject absolutely the charge that she and 
the board failed in their duties. Those familiar with the inclinations 
of the board were confident her reply, expected to be pages 
long in order to cover the substance of the 15 questions from 
Fletcher, will give ‘short shrift’ to the complaint. As it should. … 
Fletcher made his letter public via a tweet before Buttrose … had 
even had a chance to read it. Along with the contents, that also 
rankled. Fletcher asked why the private lives of politicians were 
newsworthy, why privacy had been invaded, why denials were 
ignored, why the program did not investigate Labor and why it 
was hostile to the Liberal Party. There will be no concessions from 
Buttrose in her reply. The charge of bias will be rejected. There will 
be no apology or any hint of it — nor any retreat from the decision 
to broadcast. She will inform Fletcher all proper processes were 
followed. She will defend the ABC’s processes, and she will assert 
that the board’s role in ensuring that news gathering is accurate 
and impartial has been properly discharged. She is expected to 
say the program noted the problems identified were not restricted 
to one side of politics. … While ABC managing director David 
Anderson has the final say on what runs, and he did not need 
her permission, he did tell Senate estimates that Buttrose had 
seen the episode before it aired. She endorsed his decision to 
broadcast it. She does not intend to step back from that”.

Fletcher Attacks the ABC. 
Again...

Illustration: John Shakespeare

IMAGE: AAP/ALEX MURRAY
Compiled by Diana Wyndham
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Bernard Keane took up the story in Crikey: “an obviously well-
briefed Niki Savva reported that Buttrose will tell Fletcher where 
to shove his letter [because Fletcher’s letter leaves her no option]. 
Giving even an inch to the government will look like crumbling 
in the face of political pressure. And Fletcher in effect is directly 
questioning Buttrose’s own judgment, not just that of ABC 
executives, given she had seen the program before broadcast”.   

Guardian Australia’s Amanda Meade, outlined the draft she’d seen 
of Ita’s response to Fletcher on 14 December: ‘Buttrose detailed 
a pattern of behaviour which she describes as “very disrespectful” 
from a minister of the crown. Every one of the 15 complaints is 
rejected and the letter corrects some of the assertions made by 
Fletcher. Buttrose says she was disappointed the minister for 
communications posted on Twitter a letter to her before she had 
a chance to read it, and says it is the third time this year “your 
correspondence to the ABC has been publicly revealed before I 
had been given the courtesy of reading it”.  

This is a great response from Ita Buttrose but what a shame she 
hasn’t made her letter to Fletcher public.

Ed’s Note:  Since the Four Corners program, rape allegations 
against Christian Porter were reported on 3 March. Margaret 
Reynolds’ 3 March expression of thanks to Four Corners – 
“Independent Reporting is Also an Essential Service” is on the 
website https://www.abcfriends.org.au/independent_reporting_
essential_service

In response to renewed attacks on the ABC, Mr Anderson said in 
his 15 March speech at La Trobe University, it was “in no-one’s 
interest” to see any erosion of the ABC’s independence. “Essential 
to the perception of the ABC’s independence and impartiality 
is the reality that we are independent and detached from 
government direction.” He warned the government’s stoush with 
Facebook on the news media bargaining code was a reminder of 
Australia’s need to protect public interest journalism. “We must 
protect our independence in news and information and ensure 
that trusted and credible news is always easy to find and  
freely available to all. That is the ABC’s core role.”

In 2020 Australians turned to the ABC in record 
numbers, highlighting its role as Australia’s most trusted 
and valued media organisation. Among the media data:

•  ABC News was the nation’s #1 digital news brand 
every month for the past 12 months.

•  ABC News’s average daily digital audience is up 79% 
on 2019 to 2.2 million people and its average monthly 
audience is 38% higher at 12.5 million.

•  ABC TV was the #3 network in 2020, for the first time 
since 2013.

•  The ABC News channel achieved its highest-ever 
monthly reach in March of 6.4 million viewers.

•  ABC TV was the only free-to-air network to 
experience significant growth in reach in 2020 (up 1.4 
percentage points on 2019 to 46.9%).

•  ABC Kids is the #1 channel among children, 
achieving a share of 53% among 0-4 year olds. ABC 
Kids is also #1 among 5-12s during daytime, with 
ABC ME in 2nd place.

•  ABC Radio was the nation’s #1 radio network in 2020 
with a share of 25.3% (combined metro, regional and 
national). In total, our radio networks also reached 
37.2% of listeners across the five major capitals.

•  All ABC Radio networks increased their share and 
reach this year.

•  15 of the top 20 ABC TV programs in 2020, across 
broadcast and ABC iview, were Australian.

In 2021 the ABC will continue to offer audiences 
programs and other content that are engaging, 
informative and educational and continue to deliver 
the independent, trusted public interest journalism 
that is fundamental to our democracy. In light of this 
audience support, it should not be surprising that 
former Communications Minister Richard Alston wrote 
in the AFR last week: “There is no one in the federal 
parliament who favours privatising, gutting or defunding 
the ABC.”

Nick Leys  
ABC Head of Communications

The Real ABC
Sinclair Davidson, IPA activist and co-author of an virulent anti-ABC book, wrote  
a ‘basket case of inaccuracies’ about the ABC in the Australian Financial Review 
on 15 January 2021.  

In response, the ABC provided these facts. 
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T im Berners-Lee, the inventor 
of the World Wide Web 
in 1989, said “this is for 

everyone” but it has morphed into a 
bonanza for US-based Facebook 
and Google who earn billions 
from advertising and pay minimal 
Australian tax.  

Plans to rectify this began on 4 
December 2017 when Scott Morrison, then Treasurer, directed 
the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) 
to conduct the Digital Platforms Inquiry which came up with 
plans to make Google and Facebook pay local news publishers 
for the news content they use. The world watched because 
this outcome would set a precedent.  ACCC chairman Rod 
Sims initially excluded the ABC and SBS from the draft code 
because they were publicly funded. When the ACCC delivered 
the final report of its Digital Platforms Inquiry in July 2019 it was 
followed by months of intensive lobbying - the Sydney Morning 
Herald noted: “ABC’s inclusion risks backbench revolt – the IPA 
is incensed” and this letter appeared in the December Update: 
“Having already drastically slashed funding from the public 
broadcasters, the government now seems intent on depriving 
them of legitimate compensation from the parasitic tech giants. 
If the government’s legislation excludes the ABC and SBS, the 
federal barbarians will have inflicted another wound in the death 
by a thousand cuts that is their sustained campaign against our 
independent news publishers”. Rob Phillips, North Epping.  

The Bill was modified to include the ABC and SBS on 8 
December 2020 and Guardian Australia’s Amanda Meade 
reported “the ABC can keep all the revenue it makes from 
Google and Facebook under the historic news media laws to 
be introduced to parliament. Paul Fletcher said the ABC had 
committed to spend the extra funds on regional journalism 
and the government would not reduce its funding as a result of 
the potential windfall. Facebook and Google will be forced to 
negotiate with major Australian media organisations including the 
public broadcasters, Nine Entertainment, News Corp Australia, 
Seven West Media and Guardian Australia on how much they 
pay for news content on their platforms. The federal government 
estimates for every $100 spent on advertising, $53 goes to 
Google, $28 to Facebook and $19 to other media.” 

Google, Facebook, government 
and big media businesses are 
the winners, while regional 
media companies lose under 
the deal.

News Media 
and Digital 
Platforms 
Law

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg and Communications Minister 
Paul Fletcher announced that the government’s News Media 
and Digital Platforms Mandatory Bargaining Code would force 
Facebook and Google to pay for news content, thereby helping 
to sustain public-interest journalism.  Paddy Manning reported in 
The Monthly that “Fletcher all but ruled out deducting any revenue 
to the ABC from the government’s normal triennial budget funding 
for the broadcaster. Hopefully he stands by it”.  

Similar concern was expressed by the host of Drive on ABC Radio 
Melbourne; Raf Epstein, who said on The Insiders “The test of 
the media code will come over time:  The ABC gets its big pile 
of money which pays for most things. Enhanced News funding 
pays for rural, regional, business and investigative reporting. That 
doesn’t exist in the Forward Estimates. It’s got a year and a half to 
run. I would just hate to see any deal the ABC does with Google 
or Facebook, replace that particular program that at the moment 
doesn’t exist in future years”.

Compiled by Diana Wyndham
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In their 21 January submission the Australia Institute’s Centre 
for Responsible Technology called the legislation a “globally 
significant response to the growing power of Big Tech”. Peter 
Lewis, the Centre’s director, “urged the Government to give public 
broadcasting the funding it needs, to increase the transparency 
of digital advertising, to ensure the proposed code of practice for 
disinformation for digital platforms is functional and to continue 
with the review of privacy laws pertaining to data collection 
currently underway. Public broadcasters should receive adequate 
public funding, and never be dependent on commercial funding. 
Any commercial funding should complement the core public 
funding rather than replace it. The mandatory code is a once-in-
a-generation opportunity to give the ABC a supplementary, stable 
funding base. The ABC may want to dedicate these additional 
funds to a particular aspect of its operations, such as regional 
and rural reporting”.

Seven West Media signed a $30m per year deal for Google to 
showcase its content on 15 February and other media companies 
are expected to follow. A number of smaller media outfits have 
already made a deal with Google, including The Conversation and 
Crikey. Google continues to negotiate separate deals under News 
Showcase with the remaining media companies, including News 
Corp Australia, Nine Entertainment, Australian Community Media 
and Guardian Australia.

The News Media Bargaining Bill, formally titled Treasury Laws 
Amendment (News Media and Digital Platforms Mandatory 
Bargaining Code) Bill 2021, passed both houses of Parliament 
with a raft of amendments on 25 February. Rob Nicholls, 
Associate Professor in Regulation and Governance, UNSW, 
commented in The Conversation: “The intention of the Code 
was to create an environment where commercial deals would 
be struck between the platforms and news media businesses in 
Australia. Now, under several 
deals, Google and Facebook 
will pay Australian news media 
businesses tens of millions of 
dollars each year for locally 
created content. There’s also 
a reasonable expectation 
regional news businesses will 
receive funds in exchange for 
regional news — although a 
clear standard offer is yet to be 
made by the platforms”.

After blackmail by the 
behemoths – Google 
threatened to shut down news 
in Australia and Facebook 
implemented a week-long 
blackout - the government 
made concessions and the 
law was passed. The BBC 
reported “Australia has passed 
a world-first law aimed at 
making Google and Facebook 
pay for news content on 

their platforms”. But while Facebook and the government both 
claimed victory, ABC technology reporter James Purtill, said 
“Google, Facebook, government and big media businesses are 
the winners, while regional media companies lose under the 
deal”.  Small companies, public interest journalism and the public 
may also suffer. It is too soon to see the outcome. 

Some not happy with the deals which have been struck and 
say that it would be better to tax these media giants but it 
seems unlikely that this would happen or that the ABC would 
get any of it. The news was not welcomed by veteran journalist 
Quentin Dempster who, in a media release made on behalf of 
ABC Alumni, argued that the ABC should not take any money 
from Google or Facebook because that would put the public 
broadcaster on a path to privatisation.  

An ABC Spokesperson denied this claim: “As the ABC has said 
publicly on several occasions, we are committed to reinvesting 
any additional revenue from negotiations under the proposed 
Mandatory Bargaining Code directly into regional services. 
Where digital platforms are deriving value from the use of ABC 
news content, the ABC and taxpayers have a legitimate interest 
in ensuring that a portion of that value is reinvested into ABC 
journalism. This is consistent with both the ABC’s Five-Year 
Plan to invest more into services for regional Australia and the 
underlying objective of the Bill which is to support public interest 
journalism. The ABC has entered into commercial arrangements 
to generate revenue for more than forty years through its ABC 
Commercial division. All commercial agreements fall within the 
appropriate guard rails to ensure the independence and editorial 
responsibilities of the ABC are maintained.  ABC Commercial 
contributes all its profits to content producers at the ABC and 
receives no taxpayer funding”. The negotiations with the  
ABC are still continuing.

Illustration: Cathy Wilcox
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State News
Tasmania

ABC Friends Tasmania – An Island Approach

As an island State, news and information can often be shared 
quicker than via any social media platform.  Everyone seems to 
have a connection to someone of influence.  These connections 
are important. It’s why ABC Friends Tasmania may operate a 
little differently from other States.  We are a friendly bunch who 
value and learn from each other. It’s a mirror to how many of us 
see the ABC. Perhaps that is why we like to hand deliver the 
latest ABC Update to local politicians so that the opportunity 
for a quick word or observation is not lost. It is why we like to 
meet with our local ABC to understand what is happening and to 
reflect our members’ interest through conversation; it is why we 
keep close tabs on the public statements made by the people’s 
representatives in Canberra, filing them away to later remind 
both the representatives and the Tasmanian public about what 
has been said about the national public broadcaster.  Tasmanian 
Friends support a strong, adequately funded and independent 
ABC.  But its future is in doubt and we aim to make this an issue 
in Tasmania’s marginal electorates at the next Federal Election. 
We’re compiling the statements by both its political supporters 
and detractors to help us make a difference; it is why we hoist the 
ABC Friends flag at community markets to gauge the perceptions 
of the ABC and the impact of what is being lost from the cuts to 
the ABC.

We have a plan of action for the year ahead but quickly harness 
our available voices (and feet on the ground) when urgent 
responses are required.  We are active in posting news stories 
to our State page on the National website and using it for email 
blasts to call for local action. Every day new stories that deserve 
to be told are created around Tasmania.  With less staff to report 
them, many will be hidden from public view but not from the grape 
vine. Our committee receives input from diverse organisations 
ranging from those supporting the newly arrived, the creatives, 
entrepreneurs, farmers and scientists (the Antarctic Division and 
a large CSIRO office are located here) and they all receive input 
from our ABC.  We need this independent voice as a concierge 
to remove the anomalies and factless rants, and to generate 
consistent and accurate messages to share and debate.  

An independent voice is 
worth celebrating.  And that 
is exactly what we will do 
on 1 May.  In 1824 Andrew 
Bent established the first 
independent newspaper 
in Australia in Hobart.  It 
wasn’t easy but he did it 
and we’re going to celebrate 
his achievement and the 
on-going importance of 
independent and responsible 
journalism to our society. 

These independent voices 
help us to make sense of the 
world and inspire us to make 
new connections.

We hope some of you will 
join us in this celebration to 
hear ABC Chair Ita Buttrose, 
story-teller Bert Spinks, 
singer Ben Salter and 
classical musicians Emily 
Sheppard, Georgia Shine 
and Michael Fortescue.

Peter Tatham 
President, ABC Friends Tas

South Australia/Northern Territory
It was a relief to have some semblance of normality this year with 
COVID vaccinations being rolled out. 

Adelaide, during February and March, has been busy with The 
Fringe Festival and Writers’ Week and the Sydney Writers’ 
Festival. These Writers’ Festivals feature ABC journalists and 
presenters - current or retired. It shows how important our ABC is 
to the national debate and production of Australian stories. 

Interestingly, leading names in Australia’s film and television 
industry (e.g. Simon Baker) have launched a united bid to push 
parliament to mandate local content requirements for online 
streaming services such as Netflix to ensure the industry’s 
longevity. Our ABC needs proper funding to enhance the 
production of Australian content, both children’s and drama. This 
is important for how we see ourselves (our identity) and also for 
how the world sees us. 

We are keeping in touch with members through our Checking 
the Pulse newsletter. These are archived in SA news on the ABC 
Friends National website.  We are continuing to operate our state 
committee meetings via Zoom, but we look forward to having 
actual meetings soon.  Since our 2020 AGM we have been 
operating with fewer people on our committee. Sandra Coopman 
(Secretary) and I have been sharing the Membership Role as well 
as our regular roles. We have streamlined the duty statement for 
Membership Office, so please contact me if you are interested. 

Because of the possibility of an early Federal election, we had 
a brainstorming session about strategies to employ before the 
election. We prioritised those strategies which would have the 
best chance of being achievable by a smaller committee and 
those giving us the best outcomes, such as another possible 
collaboration with the Hawke Centre in Adelaide. If this is 
achieved, we can reach both state and national audiences. Last 
year the theme of our Hawke Centre Event was, “Criminalising 
Journalism, Silencing Whistle-Blowers: Your right to know” with 
Quentin Dempster AM, in conversation with University of South 

Emily Sheppard explores the  
extremities of violin and viola playing
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Australia’s Professor Rick Sarre. You can view the video in SA 
News on the ABC Friends National website and read Sarre’s 
speech in the September 2020 Update. If you would like to help 
us with our election initiatives, please get in touch with me. 

Sue Pinnock 
President ABC Friends SA/NT and National Committee Member

Queensland
ABC Friends Queensland Maleny Conference

A year ago almost to the week, ABCFQ were ready to mount a 
major public event at Maleny but it was cancelled because of the 
pandemic. 

On 13 March we held a Conference of 24 ABCQ members at 
the Maleny Hotel. As Dr Vicki Uhlmann, our President, said “we 
wanted to update our Maleny members on several projects and 
ideas we’re developing, seeking their inputs and suggestions, and 
deciding on ways forward.  These include revisiting the cancelled 
event, perhaps a Hypothetical or debate, attending more local 
markets or events with a purpose built trailer, improving member’s 
and supporter’s communications with welcome packs and 
merchandise, and attending triple J’s One Night Stand events so 
more young people realise that triple J is part of the ABC.  

Our Secretary, Mr Macgregor ‘Mac’ Stewart, sketched out a 
strategy he’s developing, including identifying other groups with 
interests in public broadcasting, such as the CWA or education 
unions.  “We’re also looking for political supporters of the ABC, 
and working off the current list of Parliamentary ABC Friends,” 
he said. “We can then target key electorates and politicians 
before the next election. Attention should also be given to State 
politicians, especially in rural and regional areas, who rely on the 
ABC to keep in touch with their electorates,” Mac added.

This research, combined with research I’m doing into the ABC’s 
reach and audience, is informing a social media campaign and 
interactive web site under development in collaboration with other 
ABC Friends.

I phoned Quentin Dempster and he shared his ideas with the 
Conference a speaker phone. “We need to learn how to talk 
“Coalition”, Quentin said. “We need to target Coalition politicians 

who would quietly support the ABC but are afraid to speak out. 
Reassure them the ABC isn’t ‘the enemy’.” We were grateful for 
his input and suggestions.

Dr Cheryl Hayden, a new Committee member, was encouraged 
by the Conference. “I was impressed with the number of people 
in attendance and their enthusiasm,” she said. “There are many 
diverse and disparate groups within Australian society which 
rely on the ABC for vital information, education, and high quality 
entertainment. I’m looking forward to being more involved.” 
Attendees left feeling energised and with many goals and activities 
to work on.

Dr Mark Hayes 
Communications advisor to ABC Friends Queensland, and Co-
convenor of ABC Alumni Queensland.

NSW and ACT

We Have New Branches!

Hot on the heels of the newly-formed Shoalhaven branch we have 
two more branches. In Penrith we launched the Western Suburbs of 
Sydney branch with guest speaker, Alan Sunderland, who reminded 
us how lucky Australia is to have an independent publicly-funded 
broadcaster. The launch was planned in pre-COVID times, and I 
thank Barry and Bev Redshaw for persevering in setting it up after 
many set-backs. 

On the south coast of NSW we launched the Sapphire Coast sub-
branch of the ACT and South East NSW Region branch. A big crowd 
joined convenor, Dianne Beckett, to hear fascinating stories about 
the ABC’s history in the region and the crucial role it played during the 
2019 bushfires. I was delighted to participate in the event and visit 
this glorious part of NSW.

Branches are where most of the action for ABC Friends happens 
in NSW. Branches get the word out to local communities, helping 
educate them about the issues that confront the ABC – and getting 
them involved when we need to place pressure on politicians. And 
branches are crucial at election time because they inform voters 
about where the political candidates, and their parties, stand.  So, it’s 
wonderful to have two new branches and we wish them well as we 
gear up for another election campaign.
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NSW Branch News

State News

Armidale 
With a reduction in face-to-face branch activities due to COVID-19 
restrictions, we have used this time to revisit and reflect on 
the purpose and function of a regional branch, such as ours in 
Armidale.  In a sense, what is our mission statement?

Increasingly we see value in each branch having its own webpage, 
which some already have.  Each webpage would clearly identify 
us as ABC Friends and provide a central location for materials 
developed and used by each branch.  We would welcome a 
content template to ensure consistent style across branches 
to easily identify each as ABC Friends.  With COVID-19 having 
restricted all our movements, the value of having an online 
presence and of reaching out to current and potential members via 
technology has been driven home.

We are also seeking additional ways to stimulate in-person 
connection with local members, and the general public.  Ways to 
promote active participation of new committee members, through 
to market-based activities and public forums.  As an example of 
the latter, we plan to hold a public forum in July on false information 
through various media; e.g., fake news.

We are currently asking what other branches are doing, for 
inspiration and ideas.  From a recent email to other branches, within 
two days we received responses from four branches, which was 
gratifying.  Tapping into collective creativity and strength will certainly 
help, and Update is clearly another way of “sharing the love”.

Dr Bruce Stephenson 
President, ABC Friends Armidale

NSW and ACT  (continued)

Planning day

In February, the NSW committee met to start developing a 
strategic plan. The meeting heard presentations from three 
members of the committee: 

• Peter Lindenmayer on campaign strategies

• Mal Hewitt on transmission

• Ed Davis on Rupert Murdoch and press freedom

Small groups developed strategies and actions to:

i. Raise awareness of ABC, its value and the threats it faces

ii. Campaign to support the ABC

iii. Raise the profile of ABC Friends and build membership

Many good ideas emerged from the day and we will publicise the 
plan when it has been completed.

Campaign and communications

In preparation for the next election, the committee has established 
a working group to coordinate a marginal seats campaign. 
The group will conduct research, develop campaign and other 
communication materials, and coordinate publication and 
distribution of those materials, online and in electorates. It will draw 
on outside expertise as necessary. The group’s first task will be 
to oversee research to identify the messages that are most likely 
to resonate with swinging voters in an election campaign and the 
most effective media for delivering those messages.

NSW has a busy year ahead and we’re committed to do the best 
we can to fight against attacks on the ABC’s future. We welcome 
the involvement of members in our work and invite you to contact 
us if you’d like to help plan events and campaigns.

Cassandra Parkinson 
President, ABC Friends NSW & ACT 

Hunter
An Idea from Hunter Branch

The Hunter Committee agreed to write a short draft letter which 
could be sent to Paul Fletcher and all of the Coalition Senators in 
NSW.

These will be forwarded to all Hunter members along with the 
Senators’ address list (both email and snail mail) asking each 
member to select one or more draft letters to send to each 
Senator. 

Our members can change or add to the draft letters as they see 
fit, or indeed write their own. The thing is the draft letters may 
spur them into action one way or another.

Five of our eight committee members have written a letter in 
the five weeks since our meeting. In the next few weeks we will 
send all eight letters to all our members. Theoretically if all our 
approximately 150 members sent one letter to each Senator, 
both email and snail mail, the Coalition may take notice when 
they are framing the budget for delivery on 11 May.

Allan Thomas 
President, ABC Friends, Hunter

Ed’s Note: The Northern Suburbs of Sydney (NSoS) have held 
letter writing working bees for several months in Paul Fletcher’s 
Bradfield electorate.  This mentoring help is a good stimulus for 
action.
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Northern Rivers
Las year on 21 November, we held a COVID inspired outdoor 
AGM, only to see our booked rotunda overwhelmed by dozens of 
six year olds, in pink tutus and face paint. Retreating to a quieter 
part of the reserve, we focused on plans for 2021 and elected our 
Executive group and conveners (see back page). 

Our big publicity and recruitment event, with Zoe Daniels and 
Kerry O’Brien, was set for February 20, with all 200 tickets sold, 
when COVID struck again. Even our own Neville Jennings couldn`t 
arrange for Zoe`s book (Greetings from Trumpland) to be bound 
and delivered in time to the Byron Theatre in the midst of the 
Victorian lockdown. The good news is that the event has been 
re-scheduled for 31 July, with Zoe, Kerry, the Theatre, booksellers, 
volunteers and most of the ticketholders maintaining their 
enthusiasm.

Peter Dickson 
President, ABC Friends Northern Rivers

Northern Suburbs of Sydney (NSoS)
NSoS members attended Pymble Player’s ‘Pack of Lies’ by Hugh 
Whitehead followed by a dinner and a zoom meeting with the play’s 
director Jan McLachlan, discussing the play’s relevance to the ABC 
in an era of disinformation, fake news and conspiracy theories.

NSoS made a Pre-Budget Submission for the 2021-22 Budget; 
wrote letters at morning teas; held ABCF stalls at markets; planned 
alternative day and evening monthly meetings; encouraged NSoS 
members to attend Paul Fletcher’s Listening Post Community 
meetings; supported the launch of the Western Suburbs of Sydney 
(WSoS) ABCF Branch; asked Brad Hazzard, NSW Minister of 
Health to make the ABC the preferred TV channel in NSW Public 
Hospitals waiting rooms. For your diary:

Sunday 11 April 8.30-2pm - Gordon Rotary Market stall, Council 
Car Park in Wade Lane near Gordon Railway Station. 

Thursday 15 April, 6-7pm - NSoS Meeting, Magpies Club 11-
37 Alexander Parade, Waitara. Dinner following. 

Sunday 18 April 9am-2pm- Lindfield Market, Community Hall, 9 
Wellington Road, East Lindfield. 

Tuesday 20 April, 6.30–7.30pm Town Hall ZOOM meeting with 
Michelle Rowland MP, Shadow Minister for Communications 
and Cassandra Parkinson, President ABC Friends NSW & ACT. 

If you can help or want more information email 
northernsydney@abcfriends.net.au or ring 0428 860 623.

Janine Kitson 
Convenor, ABC Friends, NSoS

Central Coast 
Our branch welcomed the opportunity to meet in person this year, 
making a welcome change from having to communicate by zoom. 
By the time this article is published we will have convened three 
meetings to discuss and implement strategies to support the ABC. 
We are currently investigating arrangements for guest speakers 
to appear in person, something we have been unable to do since 
2019. Once again, we are grateful to the ABC Alumni, in particular 
board member Helen Grasswill, for assisting us in contacting 
former ABC staff and journalists to act as presenters. With this 
year’s Federal budget due to be handed down on Tuesday, 11 
May we are setting requests in place through our newsletter, 
phone calls and Facebook page urging local members to contact 
the Treasurer and/or their local MP. We hope to have as many 
ABC Friends and supporters as possible on the Central Coast 
demanding a restoration of adequate funding for ABC staff and 
programming. A new format for our newsletter should make our 
outreach to members more effective. 

Ross McGowen 
ABC Friends, Central Coast.

Copy of the Central Coast letter to local MPs may be found on 
the ABC Friends NSW website
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Blue Mountains
Vale Margaret Foy (19 Nov 1934 - 13 Dec 2020)

It is with great sadness that we record the passing of an old friend, 
Margaret Foy, past President of Blue Mountains Friends. She was 
a great warrior for the ABC for a very long time, and a regular writer 
to the Blue Mountains Gazette on ABC matters.  Margaret had a 
wonderful sense of humour and was a great model to emulate.  

And on her passing: ‘Over the last two years, Margaret served our 
branch as Senior Vice President. Despite persistent and varied health 
problems, Margaret attended as many meetings as she could. She 
really enjoyed socialising over lunch, after our monthly meetings at the 
Grand View Hotel at Wentworth Falls.  She will forever remembered 
as an inspiring, true Friend of Our ABC’. This photo was taken at the 
AGM of ABC Friends Blue Mountains in 2019.

Western Suburbs of Sydney (WSoS) 
Launch
The Branch’s planned launch in March 2020 was postponed 
because of COVID-19 but the devastating floods did not deter 
the 27 March launching of ABC Friends’ newest branch, Western 
Suburbs of Sydney (WSoS), which covers a vast area of Western 
Sydney from Windsor in the north, Campbelltown in the south, 
Parramatta in the east and Penrith in the west.

AFBF Vice President, Mal Hewitt gave a speech of welcome to 
a large audience, following which ABCF President, Cassandra 
Parkinson introduced the guest speaker, Alan Sunderland, 
a Walkley Award winning journalist with more than 35 years’ 
experience with SBS and the ABC and a former ABC Editorial 
Director. After listening to his insights about the dilemmas now 
facing the ABC, the audience enthusiastically passed motions in 
favour of the formation of the new branch with the appointment of 
Bev and Barry Redshaw as the interim convenors.  

Beverly and Barry Redshaw 
Co-convenors, ABC Friends, WSoS

NSW Branch News

Sue Noske, President of ABC Friends Blue Mountains wrote this in 
Update December 2018:

‘A real highlight for us this year was the awarding of an ABC 
Friends Life Membership to our Senior Vice President, Margaret 
Foy at State Conference in August. Margaret has been an 
extraordinarily active ABC Friends member for 34 years. As a 
passionate supported and defender of our ABC, she has served 
ABC Friends in many roles, Including Blue Mountains President 
for seven years.  Locally, Margaret has enthusiastically led our 
branch in campaigns, rallies, forums, local festivals and events. 
Some of you will recall Margaret from the NSW conferences 
that we held in the mountains. She represented us at National 
and State conferences and maintains contacts with her wide 
network of Friends. She has established a great rapport with 
many ABC identities over the years, securing big name guest 
speakers for our meetings and forums.’  
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From Left (back) Barry and Bev Redshaw, Helen Grasswill (ABC 
Story Exec Producer), Sue Noske, Blue Mountains President; 

Front: Margaret Foy and Angela Williamson.

Alan Sunderland and Bev Redshaw at the launch.  
Image Credit: Photo by Angela Williamson.



Letters
SMH Letters 3 December 2020

ABC right to pop Canberra bubble on behalf of voters 
- Minister for Communications Paul Fletcher shows the 
height of ignorance with his letter to the ABC seeking as 
explanation as to how the “public interest” was served 
in the Four Corners program. The show exposed the 
“Canberra bubble” and the vulnerability of government 
employees in the parliamentary workplace. To not 
recognise that people vote on the character of candidates 
and elevate them to positions of power where their 
honesty, integrity, values and ethics are the basis of the 
office is the breathtaking hypocrisy. We have allowed 
political parties to put staffers on the taxpayer-funded 
payroll but not afforded them the same workplace 
protections as public servants. Fletcher fails to understand 
that anything to do with Parliament is the public interest. 
The public has every right to know what goes on in there. 

Lee-Ann Groblicka, Turramurra

SMH Letters 15 December 2020

Minister’s mistake - Communications Minister Paul Fletcher 
repeats his mistaken assertion that by making his demands 
to the ABC public he was acting “entirely appropriately”. 
He claims that his responsibility is “to ensure the ABC 
complied with its statutory obligations to produce objective 
journalism”. It is not! That is the job of the ABC chair and 
board. Fletcher is the ABC’s minister and is responsible 
for protecting its editorial independence. If he believes 
that his job involves policing journalism, then perhaps he 
should start with the Sky After Dark’s “opinion-based news 
programming”. No necessity there to let facts intervene 
when discussing the climate change “hoax”, or COVID-19 
being no worse than a mild flu. Fletcher may not like the 
subject matter, but he cannot complain about the ABC’s 
sources and professionalism in getting their stories  
factually right. 

Alan Marel, North Curl Curl

SMH Letters 24 January 2021

Easy as ABC - Stephen Brook rightly points out the 
consequences of a social media landscape dominated 
by misrepresentation (“Too angry too political too 
commercial: social media at tipping point”, January 
17). However, he disregards the deliberate distortions 

and misrepresentations of some mainstream news 
organisations. Perhaps the government should fund a large 
evidence based news and media outlet? It could locate 
journalists both around the world and in regional centres so 
that the news we read could be both accurate and relevant 
to Australians. It could uphold language as well as editorial 
standards and its presence on social media would lift the 
standard of discourse. The name would indicate both its 
authority and its significance to our culture – something like 
the “Australian Broadcasting Corporation”. All we need is 
the funding. 

Joanna Mendelssohn, Dulwich Hill

SMH Letters, 9 February 2021

Gerard Henderson says his Sydney Institute isn’t a Think 
Tank (Letters, February 8). It’s an ultra-conservative 
pressure group which hates the ABC and loves Sky News. 

Diana Wyndham, North Sydney

ABC a bastion
Starving the ABC is not the work of so-called conservatives 
but dangerous populists (“‘Hunger games’: Bungled 
cuts, staff exodus stretch ABC thin”, Feb 8). The ABC is 
our trusted national broadcaster. Its immense value to 
spread factual information right across this vast land in 
both normal and bushfires or COVID times, informs and 
educates, and keeps us safe. Without the ABC, we are at 
the mercy of propaganda — and Craig Kelly, or the mad, 
bad conspiracy fantasists destroying American democracy. 

Sue Young, Bensville

SMH Letters 16 March 2021

Many women and indeed men around Australia would 
be prepared to give the ABC a financial helping hand 
as it prepares to defend this action. Women of all ages 
are extremely grateful that the ABC continues to have 
the courage to expose and cover allegations of sexist, 
misogynist and gendered-violent behaviours that previously 
have been too hidden away in workplaces, public arenas 
and domestic settings. Those in the federal government 
who would hope to see the ABC brought to its knees over 
this latest action might need to think again. 

Sue Dyer, Downer (ACT)
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Ballarat Electorate 
Maureen MacPhail
0476 247 870
david.i.macphail@gmail.com 

Bendigo Electorate 
Nancy Toohey
nmtoohey.31@gmail.com

Boroondara 
Gael: 03 9859 5185
barretts75@gmail.com 

Castlemaine area 
Rosie: 0419 767 884
rosiespear@gmail.com 

Eastern Melbourne
Neil:  0411 487 348
jenbneilb@gmail.com 

Geelong area
Michael:  03 5271 1222
kinnane.m.c@bigpond.com 

Inner Melbourne 
Michael Bond 
0413 315 084
bcinnermelbournefriends@gmail.com

Inner Western Melbourne 
Anne-Maree
abcfriends.innerwest@gmail.com 

Latrobe electorate
Peter Fleming
0418 557 808
lrbrain1896@gmail.com

Northern Melbourne 
Margaret: 0421 338 155
margaret@nashcc.com.au 

Southern Bayside
Ivor:  03 9580 6402 
ivor_donohue@hotmail.com 

ABC Friends

NSW/ACT Regional Branches

Queensland Regional Branch

Victorian Groups

ACT & South East NSW
Peter Lindenmayer (Convenor)
0497 976 945
actsensw@abcfriends.net.au 

Armidale 
Vic Wright (Secretary)
0477 877 315
vic.wright@skymesh.com.au

Blue Mountains
Sue Noske (President) 
02 4751 8320
0421 020 610
susano2311@gmail.com

Central Coast 
Ross McGowen
0400 213 514
ross.mcgowen61@gmail.com 

Eastern Suburbs of Sydney 
Nizza Siano (Secretary)
02 9327 3423
nizzamax@gmail.com 

Hunter  
Allan Thomas
02 4930 7309
allan.thomas2@bigpond.com 

Illawarra
Jan Kent (Secretary) 
02 4271 3531
gunthorpe44@gmail.com 

Mid-North Coast 
Drusi Meggett
02 6583 8798
fabc.midcoast@gmail.com 

Northern Suburbs of Sydney 
Janine Kitson (Convenor)
0428 860 623
northernsydney@abcfriends.net.au

Northern Rivers 
Jennie Hicks (Secretary)
0431 958 991  
hicksanddickson@gmail.com

Byron sub-branch 
Jill Keogh
jilldkeogh@gmail.com
0407 367 727

Tweed sub-branch 
Sandy Copley
0403 375 400 
aco9780@gmail.com 

Lismore sub-branch 
Felicity Holmes
fholmes@bigpond.com
0429 650 530 

Riverina
Drew Porter 
02 6922 3813
drew.porter@bigpond.com.au

Sapphire Coast
Dianne Beckett (Convenor)
0434 996 586 
dianne.friends@outlook.com

Shoalhaven & South Coast
Carmel McCallum (Convenor)
0414 392 660 (texts preferred)
abcf.shoalhaven.sc@gmail.com

Southern Highlands
Gill Graham (Convenor)  
0421 870 982
Belinda (Secretary)
btwright@netspace.net.au

Western Suburbs of 
Sydney
Bev and Barry Redshaw 
(Convenors)
0429 492 168
wsos@abcfriends.net.au

ABC Friends National Inc.
PO Box 3620 Manuka ACT 2603 
president@abcfriends.net.au

Victoria
Michael Henry (President) 
PO Box 233 South Melbourne  
Vic 3205 
1300 108 126 
office@abcfriends.org.au

NSW & ACT
Cassandra Parkinson 
PO Box 1391 North Sydney 2059 
0403 105 901 
president_nswact@abcfriends.net.
au

Queensland
Dr Vikki Uhlmann 
18 Rogers St, West End, Qld 4101 
0417 196 412 
president_qld@abcfriends.net.au

South Australia & Northern 
Territory 
Sue Pinnock 
PO Box 7158 Hutt St Adelaide  
SA 5000 
Phone: 0407 035 701 
sa@abcfriends.net.au

Western Australia
Bobbie Mackley 
PO Box 534 Subiaco WA 6904 
wa@abcfriends.net.au 
T: 0422 489 711 (office hours only)

Tasmania
Kate Durkin (Secretary) 
55 Feltham St North Hobart  
Tas 7000 
Phone: 0447 645 345  
(office hours only) 
tas@abcfriends.net.au

Join the ABC Friends
There is strength in numbers, and every membership counts at this time of unprecedented attacks on ‘Our ABC’.

To join go to www.abcfriends.org.au or phone your local contact below.

Like to join a local group or 
be on their mailing list? To 
find out more about one in 
your area:  ➞
Not in these areas? 
Contact Marcus May 

0416 009 339 

mmay8715@bigpond.net.au 

as we are setting up new 
groups.

Sunshine Coast
Charmaine Foley: 0411 880 375
chsfoley@gmail.com

mailto:tas%40abcfriends.org.au%20?subject=

