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The global pandemic and subsequent economic calamity caused by the 
COVID-19 virus has touched everyone’s lives. Across the globe, industries 

are not asking how to grow their businesses in 2020, but how to survive.
 
In Alberta, the shock to our economy has been two-fold, as global oil prices 
have collapsed. On April 20th, oil futures became negative. We now face a world 
where we might have to pay people to take our product.
 
Government alone will not solve all the problems associated with this crisis. 
Communities are already stepping up to take care of each other, ensuring people 
are fed and kept healthy and safe. The enormity of the challenges we face means 
government must lead the way and create an environment for private enterprise 
to thrive in Alberta once again.
 
This once-in-a-generation challenge that has engulfed our world will not easily 
be solved. Solutions will not be conservative or progressive, left or right. Only 
smart, pragmatic policies will allow Albertans to transition to normalcy.
 
Through extensive consultation with stakeholders and our Shadow Cabinet, the 
Alberta Party has developed a plan to restart, rebuild, and reimagine Alberta’s 
economy. Because it was shut down in phases, affecting workers in different 
industries in different ways, so too must our recovery be in phases in order to 
get as many people back to work as quickly as possible.
 
The road ahead will be winding with blind curves, 
potholes, and construction zones. But together we can 
navigate it to reach a future where Alberta once again 
thrives and is the economic engine of the country.

A Letter From the Acting Leader

Jacquie Fenske
Acting Leader, Alberta Party
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The Alberta Party has a reputation for solid, well-researched, pragmatic policy. We 
suggest policy based not on ideology but on the best ways to get the job done. This is 
the Alberta way.

The Alberta Party also has a history of ensuring we empower people to get to work, 
providing them not only with a livelihood but also helping them find purpose and 
meaning in their lives. In 2018, MLA Karen McPherson introduced Bill 209, the Strategies 
for Unemployed and Underemployed Albertans Act. It was intended to put people to 
work.

And that is what Rebuilding Alberta would do. The COVID-19 pandemic, combined with 
an oil price collapse, decimated Alberta’s economy. Untold numbers of Albertans are 
out of work or working less, struggling to feed their families, putting their futures on 
hold, and facing uncertainty not seen for a generation.

Jobs have been lost across all sectors, and solutions must be diverse. Rebuilding Alberta 
is therefore a phased approach. Phase One - A Plan to Get People Back to Work 
focuses on immediately providing capital to businesses so that they can hire back 
employees quickly, supporting geothermal endeavours that will deploy our oil workers 
and service companies in a new industry, and spurring investment in technology by 
providing start-up and investor tax credits.

Phase Two is about Empowering Communities. The Alberta Party plan enables 
municipalities to build the infrastructure they need for future growth and get people 
back to work in the process. It does not pretend that the provincial government knows 
better than locals. The province would provide 70 percent of infrastructure funding 
for projects decided upon by municipalities and would allow for municipal bonds to be 
raised, allowing community members to fund and take ownership of projects designed 
to make their communities better places to thrive.

Phase Three provides a framework to Embrace Innovation and Transition the Economy. 
The Alberta Party recognizes how vital post-secondary institutions are to the economy 
and would restore all funding cuts made by the current government to advanced 
education. To ensure a thriving agricultural sector, the Alberta Party would introduce 
an incentive program for greenhouses to grow foods locally, and we would invest 
another $100M to support value-added agriculture production. Our Film in Alberta 
program would provide production companies with a tax credit of up to 65 per cent on 
eligible salaries or 35 per cent on expenses within the province. The Alberta Party would 
also create a generous diversification fund and tax credit system targeting areas such 
as artificial intelligence, software development, and digital media creation.

Albertans are strong, hard-working, inventive, and caring. Ideology has never 
characterized our reponse to challenges, and shouldn’t start doing so now. Together 
we can rebuild Alberta, and the Alberta Party has a plan to do just that.

Executive Summary
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Phase I
Small businesses in the service economy have been the hardest hit and are 

directly affected by government shutdown orders. To rehire staff, these 
businesses require access to capital. We would provide ATB and credit unions 
with $1B for small business operating loans to empower owners and operators 
to rehire staff and grow. Fifty percent of this will be forgiven, bringing the 
total cost to the provincial budget to $500M. We would also double the small 
business deduction from $500,000 to $1M to support growth and development. 
Businesses would only be eligible if support is used to employ Albertans.

The oil and gas industry has been hit hard by both a crash in demand caused by 
the pandemic as well as an international price war. The federal government’s cash 
injection directed at cleaning up orphan and abandoned wells is a positive step 
to get people back to work. We support the Alberta government’s investment in 
the Keystone XL pipeline, but this is not enough. An Alberta Party government 
would identify approximately 4,000 wells that may be suitable for conversion 
to geothermal use and partner with industry in a pilot project to convert wells 
to geothermal energy production, spending $50M on initial trials. The Alberta 
Party would increase investment in technologies that use by-products of the 
oil and gas industry.
 
To support the movement of skilled trades people between industries, the Alberta 
Party would restart the Renewable Electricity Program. This will accelerate the 
construction of $2B worth of renewable projects already proposed in Alberta.
 
To incentivize hiring in the tech industry, an Alberta Party Government would 
reinstate the Alberta Investor Tax Credit and Capital Investment Tax Credit. 
This mechanism allows for quick investment and hiring in IT, AI, video game and 
digital media creation and other similar industries. The Alberta Party would also 
increase the budget of Alberta Innovates and encourage research in material 
sciences. We would enable Alberta Innovates to spur commercialization of 
technology developed in Alberta’s advanced education sector. To stimulate 
homegrown businesses, we would direct ministries to follow a first adopter 
principle, where government procurement would reduce red tape in order to 
allow Alberta companies an easier path to their first large client.

To provide immediate stimulus as well as upgrade our public facilities, the 
Alberta Party would introduce the Alberta School Infrastructure Program. 
This two-year program would see $200M spent on upgrading and refurbishing 
existing schools in Alberta, in addition to an already promised $190M a year for 
building and modernizing schools.

A Plan to Get People 
Back to Work
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Phase II Empower
Communities

Locals know the needs of their communities and are in the best position to 
decide what work is needed. Infrastructure spending is a proven way to create 

economic activity and invest in future economic growth. To enable municipally-
led construction, the Alberta Party would create the Municipal Infrastructure 
and Employment Program. This program would provide municipalities with 
70 percent funding for projects identified as priorities to create economic 
opportunities for today’s workers and tomorrow’s economy. Total provincial 
funding would be $3B over three years.
 
To further enable municipalities to grow their local economies and put people 
back to work, the Alberta Party would allow for municipal bonds to be raised. 
This program would support specific projects and also instill community pride 
and ownership in those projects.
 
The pandemic has shown just how important stable, quality broadband internet 
connectivity is to commerce and education in the 21st century. A variety of 
technologies can be used to improve this critical piece of infrastructure, but 
the most efficient type differs by area. That is why we would leave it up to 
municipalities to connect their citizens in the best way possible by creating a 
$1B program called Connect Alberta, a grant program for municipalities to 
provide state-of-the-art internet connectivity to their citizens.

Arts, culture, and sports are important to the economy and our shared heritage 
as Albertans. They are cornerstones of both large and small communities. These 
industries employ over 70,000 Albertans, and these jobs have been hit hard 
as they rely on  contact with the public and large gatherings. Museums have 
equally suffered as tourism and budget cuts from the current government 
have devastated these institutions. Without music festivals like the Canmore 
Folk Festival or Big Valley Jamboree, small and medium-sized communities 
will face major economic shortfalls. To make sure these jobs rebound, and to 
ensure our shared heritage remains strong, the Alberta Party would create an 
Arts, Culture, and Sports grant. Whether a concert promoter, museum curator, 
touring musician, actor, sculptor, painter, athlete, or trainer, our cultural sector 
workers would be eligible for grant money.
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Phase III Embrace Innovation, 
Transition the Economy

No economic recovery plan should be solely focused on the present. Long-
term thinking is essential for sustainable growth and steady diversification. 

Essential to these goals is a strong post-secondary education system that 
prepares our people, our greatest natural resource, for the economy of the future 
and empowers them to create the economy of the future. The Alberta Party 
would restore all post-secondary funding cut by the current government. 

Our advanced education institutions not only support research and development 
across dozens of fields but also directly inject billions of dollars annually into the 
Alberta economy. 
 
The global pandemic has shown us why agriculture and domestic food 
production is critical. In Alberta, agriculture is one of our largest and most 
important industries. The Alberta Party would introduce an incentive program 
for greenhouses to locally grow foods that are currently imported into Alberta, 
such as peppers, herbs, spices, or lettuce. Our Party would also invest another 
$100M to support value-added agriculture production, so that more consumer-
ready food is produced in Alberta.
 
While international travel restrictions are likely to be in place for some time, 
our film and television industry must be prepared to compete globally for the 
billions spent in this growing industry. The Alberta Party promised in the 2019 
election to introduce a new Film in Alberta program, which would provide film 
and TV production companies with a tax credit of up to 65 per cent on eligible 
salaries or 35 per cent on expenses within the province. We remain committed 
to this pledge.
  
A generous diversification fund and tax credit system targeting areas such as 
artificial intelligence, software development, and digital media creation would 
be created to further enable diversification. These funds would be targeted at 
start-ups and scale-ups looking to grow their Alberta-based work forces. For 
such industries to grow, it is critical that we support not only business but also 
our post-secondary education system.
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