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ACCIR’s vision is for a world where Christian principles 
of justice and equality are actualised. Where individuals, 
families and communities are empowered to influence 
decisions affecting their own lives, advocate for their own 
rights as human beings with equal voice and equal value 
under the premise that all life has intrinsic value before God 
who created life. 

Our Mission
‘Holistic transformation of communities; Relief of poverty’

Our Mission is to transform communities and nations, One 
Life at a Time, by developing holistic sustainable solutions to 
combat injustice, poverty and reinstate the value of life. We aim 
to promote equal access to the rights and services that protect 
life and human dignity. 

Implementation (Achieving our Mission)

ACCIR uses a multifaceted approach to achieving our mission, 
which includes development projects that incorporate 
sustainability, rights, advocacy and public awareness campaigns.

ACCIR forms strategic partnerships to achieve our mission. 
The role of our strategic partners is to engage with and 
empower communities to be active participants in their own 
development.

ACCIR encourages our strategic partners to partner with 
other like-minded organisations and Governments in order 
to implement initiatives in accordance with international 
guidelines and national frame works. 

ACCIR promotes the cause of justice and equality within our 
networks and provides opportunities for churches, donors and 
volunteers to engage with our mission.

As we work towards achieving this mission we will act 
professionally, think strategically, and be accountable to our 
stakeholders, primarily the communities we serve.

Our Beliefs
The Australian Christian Churches Statement of Faith 
summarises the biblical foundation of what we believe. 

Without compromising this clear biblical foundation, we 
have articulated additional beliefs that are specific to the 
development work that our organisation, staff and field workers 
are involved in.  

We believe in the sanctity of life and the inherent dignity of 
every human regardless of race, gender, social status, or any 
other human condition. 

We believe that the intrinsic value of human life is the 
underlying principle of justice upon which human rights are 

founded.  We believe in challenging all social and cultural 
structures that perceive life as a commodity that can be bought 
and sold. 

We believe that the church has a crucial role to play in 
reconciling the social divides which lead to human rights 
violations, and in doing so defend the rights of the marginalised 
members of a given community. To this purpose we believe in 
partnering with and building the capacity of local churches, 
both in Australia and in the nations where we work, to engage 
in equality and justice. 

We believe that the root cause of poverty is injustice and 
social exclusion.  In order to break poverty, unequal power 
relationships and systemic obstacles to opportunity need 
to be identified and challenged so that all people can access 
opportunity and improve their own lives. 

We believe that those living in poverty are rights holders, and 
not objects of charity. They have legitimate claims to rights and 
to lead a dignified life. 

We believe that the process of development should be 
empowering. Programs and initiatives should strive to amplify 
the voice of the marginalised, who when empowered can 
identify their own vision, goals and needs. The end goal of 
our partnership with individuals and communities is not the 
delivery of services, but people empowered to have an equal 
voice and increased capacity.   

“The human person is the central subject of development and should 
be an active participant and beneficiary of the right to development.” 
(Article 2 Declaration on the Right to Development).

We believe that the measure of our effectiveness are 
the individuals, families and communities who have been 
empowered to make choices and act on their choices, and the 
progressive reconciliation of oppressive power relationships.

ACC International Relief carries out aid & development 
activities only.  Evangelistic programs and activities 
are administered and funded separately through the 
organisation ACC International Missions.  

The core activities of ACC International Relief are:

• Community Development Projects—We believe in addressing 
the issues of poverty and injustice, and offer projects that bring 
change to entire communities.

• Child Sponsorship— Providing support to vulnerable 
children through provision of healthcare, education and other 
necessities.

• Disaster Relief—We provide immediate support in the 
wake of natural disasters, both in Australia and abroad. 
This encompasses the provision of basic support to people 
in emergency situations resulting from disasters such as 
earthquakes, famines or floods.

Mission Statement
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Contact ACC International Relief

For further information regarding the work of ACC International 

Relief, please see our website at www.accir.org.au, or contact our 

office:

Office Address: 5/2-4 Sarton Road, Clayton, VIC 3168

Telephone: 1300 997 502

Email: info@acci.org.au

ABN: 26 077 365 434

ACC International Relief is an ACFID member, and complies with 

the ACFID Code of Conduct which defines minimum standards of 

governance, management and accountability for non-governmental 

development organisations. Adherence to the Code is monitored by 

an independent Code of Conduct Committee elected from the NGO 

community. Our adherence to the Code of Conduct demonstrates 

our commitment to ethical practice and public accountability.

Copies of the Code of Conduct are available from ACFID; Private 

Bag 3, Deakin, ACT, 2600.  Tel (02) 6285 1816.

We are also signatories to the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Code of Conduct for Disaster Relief.

ACCIR aims to meet the standards for Disaster Response as set out 

by the Sphere Humanitarian Charter.

Complaints

If you would like to lodge a complaint regarding the conduct of 

ACCIR, please contact the General Manager at 

complaints@acci.org.au or the President at info@acci.org.au.

If you have a complaint regarding a breach of the ACFID Code of 

Conduct, please contact the ACFID Code of Conduct Committee at 

code@acfid.asn.au or on 02 6285 1816.
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The 2012 year has been another year of exciting growth 
and development for ACC International Relief.

Children
ACC International Relief is committed to seeing 
children appropriately cared for within a safe family 
and community.  We launched our Kinnected initiative 
to support organisations with children’s homes 
transition from long-term residential care models and to 
reintegrate children back into families and community.  
Kinnected’s goal is to strengthen families and to identify 
and develop programming to address the root causes 
that lead to children being placed in residential care. 
This has created a strategic and sustainable way for our 
movement to engage with vulnerable children.

One Day Campaign
Many churches throughout Australia have once again 
taken part in our One Day Campaign, raising funds for 
our field workers to continue implementing projects 
around the world.  Through the One Day Campaign we 
have seen access to clean water, basic healthcare and 
vocational training provided to communities experiencing 
poverty.  Each of these One Day Projects is part of a long-
term development process to see transformation in these 
communities. 

ACC Churches
We value the generous commitment and support 
our ACC Churches have continued to provide.  Their 
willingness to partner together with our field workers 
and project partners makes it possible to continue the 
long-term transformation process through which we are 
continuing to see significant results.

We are expecting to have a greater impact in 2013.  
Thank you for the valuable partnership, faithful support 
and generous giving that is making this possible.

Alun Davies

President’s Report
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Over the past year, ACC International Relief has 
continued to step forward, further increasing the 
capacity and sustainability of our development and relief 
work abroad.  

Disaster Relief
ACCIR has been working in partnership with a number 
of organisations in ongoing QLD flood recovery work. 
International appeals were also carried out in this period 
for Samoa, Fiji, Burma and the Philippines. 

Increasing Capacity
ACFID is the representative body for Australian 
Development and Aid Organisations and ACCIR has 
been a signatory to the ACFID Code of Conduct for 
more than 7 years. ACCIR has now met all requirements 
for full ACFID membership and has been ratified as a full 
member.  This simply strengthens our foundations for 
pressing forward with our mission. 

Financial Performance
ACCIR finished the year with a minor shortfall of 
revenue over expenditure of $12,767.  $90,000 of 
reserves set aside in 2011 was used to fund ongoing 
QLD flood recovery work during 2012.  

 We were grateful for a year that did not require a 
response to any major domestic or international 
disasters and the drop in our donation revenue for the 
year is largely the result of having launched no significant 
disaster relief appeals.  Our major source of revenue 
continues to be general donations towards our overseas 
community development programs.  

General Manager’s Report

5

In 2012, our program support costs increased while our 
accountability and administration costs decreased.  This 
movement reflects an increase in our development-
qualified staff in order to enhance the quality of our 
international programs and a reduction in general 
administration support staff.  General cost efficiencies 
as well as the lack of disaster appeals contributed to the 
reduction in our fundraising costs.  

Overall, 2012 was another good year for ACCIR.  For 
more detail on our financial performance, please refer 
our Summary Financial Report on pages 18 to 21. 
Copies of full general purpose financial reports are 
available upon request. Please email info@acci.org.au to 
access these. 

Field Workers
We are privileged to work with and support a great 
team of field workers who are impacting communities 
throughout the world every day.  Their effective 
engagement with local communities through poverty 
alleviation and development oftentimes comes at great 
personal sacrifice.  

Whether the issues are material poverty, injustice or 
inequality, our Field Workers and projects are working 
towards making lasting, sustainable change in people’s 
lives.  Together we can see lasting change become a 
reality for many more people over the coming years. 
Thank you for your support. 

Chad Irons
 



Board Of Directors
As at 31st December 2012

President
Alun Davies
Dip. Bib. BA Grad. Dip. Couns
ACC International President
Australian Christian Churches Vice President
Ordained Pastor

Vice President
Keith Ainge
Dip. (Min) B Min. Grad. Cert. (Leadership)
Senior Pastor of Alice Springs Christian Community Centre
Ordained Pastor

Treasurer
Graeme Kirkwood
Chartered Accountant (ACA)
Ordained Pastor

Secretary
Ian Kruithoff
Member of ACC Victorian State Executive
Ordained Pastor

Member
Karyn Ey
Grad Dip Soc Sci 
Ordained Pastor

Member
Matt Heins
Senior Pastor of Faith! Christian Church
Ordained Pastor
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Community Development
Summaries by Country
Africa

Mozambique

Village Health Workers have been trained and placed in 
communities to facilitate projects for literacy, nutrition, 
health and hygiene in rural villages in Mozambique. The 
capacity of families is increased with the provision of early 
childhood education which both helps the educational 
development of the child and increases income generating 
opportunities for families. A farm has also been established 
for training and sustainability purposes. 

Uganda

Business training, microfinance loans, health programs, adult 
literacy training, and programs to care for vulnerable children 
have helped those living in poverty in Uganda. Nursery, 
primary and secondary schools provide quality education 
to approximately 900 students many of whom come from 
severely disadvantaged families. A support group for HIV 
positive women has provided care, support and vocational 
training. Training and mirco-finance loans have also allowed 
74 people to start their own small scale businesses in Kabale.  

South Africa

The capacity of a school for disabled children in South Africa 
has increased through the support of the schools dormitory, 
upgrades to their medical facilities and the running of after 
school programs. 

Democratic Republic of Congo

The capacity of a local hospital in Bakavu has increased 
through training and support including the building of a new 
maternity ward, the purchase of an ultra-sound machine and 
through subsidising patient’s medical costs. Disadvantaged 
children in Goma have also been provided with a safe place to 
grow and develop.

Southern Asia

India

Over 730 children living in 12 slum areas in Mumbai have 
received informal education and more than 350 children 
have been assisted to enrol into formal education. The 
program has also expanded to 3 slum areas in Kolkata where 
a further 130 children are receiving informal education and 
support. Access to dental health care was provided through 
a mobile clinic and assistance provided to people struggling 
with addictions through a counseling and rehabilitation 
program. 

Support, food and life skills training has been provided to 
children living on trains and railway stations around Agra. 
Many disadvantaged and at-risk children in four other cities 
across India have also been provided with a place of safety, 
practical assistance, and support.

Communities in Vijayawada have been empowered through 
the provision of vocational training, small micro-enterprise 
initiatives, and access to safe drinking water through the 
building of bore wells. Children have received regular after 
school tuition and over 700 people received health care 
through medical camps. 

South-Eastern Asia

Cambodia 

1,700 children were provided with quality education through 
17 learning centres across Phnom Penh. Another 3 education 
centres in rural provinces provide education to a further 290 
children and a scholarship program allows older students to 
access tertiary education. 24 families have been relocated 
from an unsuitable slum area to new and safe homes with 
access to clean water and education. A sewing centre also 
provides training and employment opportunities for women 
in the community. 

Through development training and the establishment of 
village committees, rural communities, including a recently 
resettled community, have been empowered to participate 
in, and ultimately determine, their own development. Some 
of the projects implemented and planned as a result of this 
process include water and hygiene projects and agricultural 
training.  

Children and their families have been supported through 
kinship and foster care networks so that children can remain 
in families. Women facing crisis pregnancies have received 
counselling, assisted to receive medical services and have 
gained access to vocational training. A child care centre 
has also been opened to care for babies to make it possible 
for mothers who do not have family support to receive 
vocational training and gain employment.

Indonesia

Vulnerable Balinese children have been provided with a 
safe environment to receive education, food and other 
essential needs. Children living on the streets in Kuta are also 
provided with support and care services and local community 
member’s have been give the opportunity to gain agricultural 
knowledge and skills. 
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South-Eastern Asia (cont.)

Laos

Through the manufacturing and distribution of ceramic water 
filters, coupled with water and sanitation training, families have 
been empowered to treat water inside their own homes and 
greatly decrease the prevalence of water borne diseases and 
illnesses in their communities.  In 2012 this project reached 
43,078 people and 6,931 filters were distributed.  Students have 
also received vocational training in baking and housekeeping in 
Pakse, Laos. 

Myanmar

Communities have been empowered in Myanmar through the 
training of community leaders in development and business skills 
as well as the building of wells. 

Philippines

A safe environment, support services and educational 
scholarships have been provided to vulnerable children in the 
Philippines. 
 

Vietnam

Communities have been transformed in Vietnam through many 
development projects including livestock provision, agricultural 
training, water and sanitation training, medical and educational 
programs. 70 people have also been trained to run life skills 
programs aimed at equipping young people to succeed in life and 
make healthy choices. 

Thailand

A great impact has been made in Hangdong and in villages 
in Northern Thailand through a wide variety of community 
development projects. Many people have received English, 
vocational, hospitality and micro enterprise training. 
Karen leaders and local community health workers have been 
trained and empowered to manage and implement development 
projects in their own communities and in partnership with local 
organisations, and vulnerable children have received community 
based care. 

Europe 

Georgia 

A residential drug and alcohol rehabilitation program in Georgia 
continues to help individuals break the cycle of addiction and raise 
themselves and their families out of poverty.  
Pacific

Solomon Islands

Short-term training and education was provided to people with 
disabilities to equip them to maximise their participation in 
community life.
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Clean water in Australia is taken very much for granted, 
however in rural Lao over 60% of people do not have 
adequate access to safe drinking water and sanitation. 
This has a terrible impact on disease and mortality 
rates. Eight percent of all deaths in Lao PDR are caused 
by preventable water borne diseases, with a higher 
percentage amongst children, making diarrhoea-based 
diseases the fourth highest ranking cause of death in this 
country.  

ACC International supports the innovative work of 
Craig and Rebecca, who are helping families in Lao gain 
access to clean water through ceramic water filters and 
water and sanitation training (called WASH). They have 
been part of a team effort to establish an organisation 
called TerraClear, which is the first and only organisation 
producing affordable water filters for household use in 
Lao.

Their WASH education program has been effectively 
increasing awareness in communities of the importance 
of clean drinking water and proper sanitation. In one 
community, 90% of households who received WASH 
education decided to purchase a TerraClear filter. This 
model fosters ownership in communities, which is a key 
component of any successful development program. 

Additionally, the value of TerraClear’s ceramic filters has 
gained broad recognition, and is now being purchased by 
a number of large development organisations who are 
also based in Lao. 

In 2012 alone TerraClear filters and WASH training 
reached 43,078 people and 6,931 filters were distributed. 
Since the project began in 2005, over 100,000 people’s 
lives have been changed through access to water filters 
or WASH training. 

Changing Lives
In Lao with Clean Water
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Widespread poverty, gender inequalities and low literacy levels 
are just some of the challenges faced in the Kabale community 
of Uganda. Kabale is also plagued by health problems including 
high rates of malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malnutrition, 
infant mortality and maternal mortality. The average annual per 
capita income in Kabale District is estimated at US$150, with 
86% of the population relying on subsistence farming. 

The Victory Micro Enterprise program (VIME) aims to increase 
the standard of living and alleviate poverty in the Kabale 
District. This is achieved through maximising and encouraging 
personal and community development. Run by ACCI partner 
Ps Kanyesigye Edward, the project started in June 2011 and in 
2012 more than  63 clients were trained to manage small scale 
businesses - of these, 51 were women. 

The project provides training in soft business loan management, 
entrepreneurial skills, and stewardship. These projects aim 
to develop business skills and self confidence to operate 
successful businesses. Once trained, they are then supported 
to start profitable micro-enterprises within the community. 
Training and micro finance loans empower members of the 
community to actively participate in the socio economic 
development of the district, leading to long term change. 

The training made available to women in particular also 
increases their capacity to participate in decision making within 
their family and within the local community. As a result of their 
business training through VIME, 8 women have been chosen to 
take up leadership roles in their local councils. These are such 
positive results in a relatively short span of time.

Further encouraging signs of the program’s success is that most 
clients can make their repayments on time, without defaulting. 
One client has even been able to employ two assistants in her 
kiosk due to expansion! So far this year the project has assisted 
189 indirect beneficiaries including 12 with a disability.

Micro-enterprise is vital to the growth of many communities 
in developing nations. It provides people, especially women, 
with training and skills plus access to funds they may not 
otherwise be able to obtain. 

The Australian Agency for International Development - AusAID 
- states that ‘investments in women’s and girls’ education and 
health yield some of the highest returns of all development 
investments, including reduced rates of maternal mortality, 
better educated and healthier children and increased 
household incomes’. 

We look forward to seeing continued growth in this program, as 
it empowers more women into the future. 

Empowering Women To Succeed
Victory Micro-Enterprise: 
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One Day Funding Allocation 2011-2012
Country   Project Name    Project Description  

Cambodia  Mother’s Heart     Improving and expanding a day care  
        facility for young single mothers, and 
        offering crisis pregnancy counselling. 

Cambodia  Kian Klieng Relocation Project  Building homes and providing  
        relocation assistance for 24 families 
        who need to move out of the Kian 
        Klieng slum. 

Lao PDR   Ceramic Water Filters Laos   Provision of significant hygiene     
        education to many communities 
        in Laos. This included a training 
        program for ‘clean water promoters’.  

Thailand   The River Centre    Offering educational assistance to  
        children, and supporting an outreach 
        program at The River Coffee Shop 
        in Hang Dong.

Sri Lanka   Help Kids Program    Working with children and their  
        parents to provide educational 
        support. 

Kazakhstan  English Club Resources   Support enabled running an English  
        Club outreach program in local high 
        schools, improved educational 
        resources and built a kitchen & utility 
        room for the Mercy Ministry & Youth 
        Club. 

Uganda   HOPE Schools, Kasengejje    Assisted with renovating parts of the  
   & Medical Outreach   school buildings, improving 
        accessibility and hygiene and running 
        free medical clinics as well as school 
        and prison visits by a medical team.

Cambodia  Cambodia Wells    Construction of wells and the provision 
        of health and hygiene training in rural 
        communities

Indonesia  Kinnected Orphanage Transition  Supporting and orphanage to transition 
        from long-term residential care to alternative 
        and community based care

Vietnam   Vietnam Community Development  Medical assistance, clean water solutions for 
        a school and running personal development 
        programs for young women

June 2012 marked the completion of another 12 month 
funding period for the One Day Campaign. In total, $107, 872 
was distributed to ACCIR projects in this time. These funds 
provide valuable assistance to initiate and complete smaller-
scale projects, or to complement larger scale initiatives.  

A variety of projects were supported with these funds, 
leading to a great impact on the lives of individuals, 
families and communities. The chart below outlines how 
funds were disbursed in the 2011-2012 funding cycle. 
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Pictured: A Cambodian woman 
from the Takeo Province. 
Photographer: Rebecca Nhep

Unclean drinking water and lack of 
basic sanitation is linked to 80% of 
all sickness in developing nations 
and kills more people every year 
than any form of violence, including 
war. It is estimated that 90% of 
those who die are children under 5 
years of age. Without water people 
not only suffer health issues but 
cannot grow crops, keep livestock 
and often children must spend 
hours a day collecting water instead 
of attending school.

Living Water Cambodia is 
improving the lives of many in 
the Takeo Province through the 
provision of fresh water wells in 
needy communities. Living Water 
Cambodia also assists communities 
in developing fresh water 
infrastructure and hygiene and 
sanitation training. It is estimated 
that each well will ensure that 175 
and 250 individuals receive safe, 
clean water for life.  



Of our many community development projects, some 
have a particular focus on improving the lives of children. 
To offer ACCIR’s donors a point of engagement on issues 
that affect children, such as malnutrition, education, 
access to clean water and access to healthcare, we have 
a number of Child Sponsorship Programs that can be 
supported. 

Each of these programs is a subset of a broader community 
development project in that region. 

Africa

Mozambique

Disadvantaged children in the community are provided 
with access to early childhood education which helps their 
educational development. This also increases the income 
generating opportunities of families. 125 children directly 
benefit from this project which is contributed to by 24 
sponsors.

Uganda

Children have been given the opportunity to access quality 
education, nutritious meals and healthcare. The capacity 
of the schools they attend has increased through teacher 
training programs. This project works hand-in-hand with 
wider community development work designed to empower 
families to overcome poverty. 100 sponsors contribute 
towards this project. 

Madagascar

Care and support is provided to vulnerable children, 
and quality education provided to children through the 
development and implementation of a new culturally 
appropriate curriculum in two Schools, which include both 
primary and middle school education. This project is partly 
supported by 80 sponsors. 

South-Eastern Asia

Vietnam

Communities are being empowered through livestock 
training programs, water and sanitation training programs 
and other community development projects. This is directly 
impacting children in these communities, who are receiving 
greater access to services. Children have also received 
support to attend school, receive medical care and training 
on topics such as sanitation, road safety and other life 
skills. Over 1200 children benefit from these development 
programs. There are 170 Australian sponsors contributing 
to this. 

Southern Asia

Kazakhstan

Training, education and support provided to families who 
have been impacted by drug or alcohol abuse, to empower 
them to change their lives and become productive members 
of their communities. This project is supported through the 
non-tax deductible sponsorship of 48 children. 

India 

Quality education provided to children living in 
disadvantaged areas of Calcutta through the non-tax 
deductible sponsorship of 75 children.

Sri Lanka

Children and their families who live in poor slum 
communities is Sri Lanka are empowered and supported 
through access to early childhood education, after school 
tuition and community awareness programs on issues facing 
the community.  This project is partly supported by 100 
Australian sponsors. 

Andaman Islands

Vulnerable children are provided with education and care, 
supported through the non-tax deductible sponsorship of 
over 20 children.

Summaries
Child Sponsorships
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Achieving Rights
The Case For Community-Based Care Of Vulnerable Children

Case Study: Sri Lanka
ACCI Field workers Alison & Narel Atkinson, have seen 
incredible impact through their community based care 
for children in Sri Lanka. Together with their team, they 
oversee and run the operation of The Help Kids Centre, 
based near a large slum in Colombo. 

The Help Kids Centre has provided early childhood 
education since 2006 to children who are living on 
the streets with their parents or who are from the 
surrounding slums in Colombo. 

Their mission is to focus on the whole child by providing 
a secure, nurturing, and educational environment for 
children - a place for children to bloom into responsible, 
considerate and contributing members of society.

Many of the children who attend the centre are often 
exposed to physical and emotional danger in their 
community. The Centre provides a safe environment 
for children to freely express how they feel, and there 
are counsellors who spend time with children who 
may need care and support. The Centre also provides 
information on medical and dental checks and educates 
children on how to protect themselves from abuse.

The United Nations estimates that up to 8 million 
children around the world are living in residential 
care institutions. It’s commonly thought that 
children in orphanages are there because they have 
no parents. However in most countries over 80% 
of children in orphanages have at least one living 
parent,  and only a very small percentage of children 
have no traceable relatives. 

The main reason many families place their children in 
institutions is because of poverty and lack of access to 
basic services such as health care and education.

Although an orphanage may meet a child’s physical 
needs, there is overwhelming evidence that it 
consistently fails to meet a child’s social and emotional 
needs. For the past 60 years, child development 
specialists and researchers have recognised that 
residential institutions consistently fail to meet 
children’s developmental needs for attachment, 
acculturation and social integration. Where care 
institutions are cut off from communities, children are 
prevented from developing social networks essential 
for later life. This makes them hyper vulnerable and 
at high risk of trafficking, drug abuse, criminal activity, 
prostitution and other social issues. 

However, long-term, sustainable and more effective 
solutions are available for vulnerable children and 
families through implementing community-based care.  

14



Strengthening Families
Help Kids understands that to provide holistic care 
for a child, their family needs to be supported and 
strengthened. By building strong relationships with 
parents, they support, educate and encourage families 
as they face the challenges of poverty. As a result, many 
of these parents have been empowered to improve their 
family’s situation.  
Help Kids are currently planning on increasing 
their family support by implementing Family Case 
Management. This aims to prevent children being 
separated from their parents by identifying and 
addressing the challenges that certain families face, 
before it becomes a crisis situation. Family Case 
Management might result in parents being supported 
with parenting education, health and hygiene training, 
skills development for income generation, drug or 
alcohol rehabilitation. 

Care For Orphaned And Vulnerable 
Children 

In the cases where a child is at such risk that they cannot 
remain with their family, the Sri Lankan Government 
may refer children to Alison and Narel’s ‘Home of Hope 
Centre’ – a short term home that provides support and 
care. 

The Atkinsons are currently in the very early stages of 
working with the Sri Lankan Government to establish 
Foster and Kinship Care so that if children cannot be 
reunited with their families, they can continue to live 
with their extended family or find a new family through 
foster care. This type of care which prioritises placing 
children in Foster or Kinship care is a best practice 
model.  

Implementation Of Community 
Based Care Through Acci 
With the right support, most vulnerable children 
are best cared for within their own families and 
communities. Where it is not possible for a child to live 
at home, kinship care, foster care, adoption and other 
family-based care alternatives should be explored.  
Residential care continues to have a limited function as 
a last resort and temporary measure until a permanent 
community based placement can be secured for the 
child.

Through Kinnected, a new initiative of ACCI, we 
are assisting field workers and strategic partners to 
implement alternative care for children and assisting 
residential care facilities to reintegrate children back 
into families and community. Kinnected’s long term 
goal is to strengthen families, and to identify and 
develop programming to address the root causes that 
lead to children being placed in residential care. This 
has created a strategic and sustainable way for our 
movement to engage with vulnerable children. As well 
as being in the best interest of the child, community 
based responses to vulnerable children are extremely 
cost effective and will greatly multiply the number of 
children our resources can assist globally.

As a Christian organisation we believe that God 
designed and ordained families to care for children. 
Psalm 68:6 states that “God sets the lonely in families”. 
At ACCI, we are passionate about strengthening 
communities, and we are committed to protecting the 
right of a child to be nurtured and raised in a loving 
family.
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Disaster Relief
Summaries by Country
Cyclone Evans - Samoa/Fiji Relief Appeal
$7,600 raised  

The Samoan & Fijian governments announced a state of disaster in the wake 
of Cyclone Evan in December 2012. The results were devastating, leaving 4 
dead, 12 missing, and more than 15,000 people displaced and in evacuation 
centres across the two countries. Some parts of the islands experienced 
devastation worse than that of the 2009 tsunami. Many schools and 
buildings were damaged, food crops were wiped out, and the ongoing 
economic impact is expected to last for years. 

Funds raised through ACC International Relief were initially directed 
towards providing clean, safe drinking water, and building materials to assist 
in the relief effort. 

Burma Emergency Relief Appeal 
$1,240 raised

Outbreaks of violence led to thousands of people being displaced in Burma 
(estimated up to 80,000) - many of whom lost their homes and villages, as 
well as sources of food and shelter. Continual violence led to an ongoing 
crisis situation.

ACCIR raised funds to direct to our on-ground partners, ‘Partners Relief & 
Development’. This group is in a unique position with staff and established 
contacts already inside Burma. The key areas of relief activity by Partners 
Relief & Development included provision of:

•     Rice and other food
•     Shelter
•     Medicine
•     Seeds and simple farming supplies to grow food
•     Travel costs for the relief team to purchase and deliver supplies

Philippines Flood Appeal
$2,170 raised

ACC International Relief held a Disaster Relief Appeal in the early months 
of 2012 to help communities and people affected by the Philippines Floods 
caused by Typhoon Washi. Typhoon Washi hit southern Mindanao Island 
and surrounding areas in December 2011. Some 338,000 people were 
affected, more than 1,000 people killed and more than 10,000 homes 
damaged.
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Queensland Relief Summary
It has now been more than 2 years since Queensland was 
struck by a devastating flood event. As a movement of 
churches, ACC raised almost $1 million dollars to assist 
those who were affected.

These funds initially went to supporting churches that 
were used as evacuation centres, providing chaplaincy 
support and caring for the immediate needs of flood 
victims. A core principle of our recovery work in Australia 
is to work in partnership with local churches, and to 
commit to the recovery effort for as long as there is a need. 
In light of this, after the immediate recovery phase ended 
ACCIR continued to assist with the complete rebuilding 
of homes, to allow those who had ongoing and significant 
needs to be supported by their local church.

ACCIR formed a partnership with the Salvation Army for a 
further $1million to assist affected community members. 
We are still actively working in Queensland through 
this partnership. What a privilege to stand with people 
throughout their time of need and truly be the hands and 
feet of Jesus.

Disaster Relief Training for Churches
After the 2011 Queensland floods we realised that our 
churches were not as prepared as we could be to help 
our communities in the event of a disaster. Consequently, 
ACCIR has run several Disaster Response Training 
workshops in Queensland and Western Australia. 

This training works with Pastors to help get their churches 
prepared, and also equips congregation members who 
would like to assist should a disaster happen. The training 
gives participants a general understanding of disaster 
response, and also equips them with basic chaplaincy 
skills that will enable them to respond under their State 
Chaplaincy Director’s guidance.

The recent flood events have shown that when a disaster 
occurs many people wish to be involved in the relief 
effort. This training will allow participants to be called 
upon, with the confidence that they have a foundational 
understanding and skill level. 

ACC International Relief is passionate about equipping 
our churches as best as possible to assist them to be 
leaders in the community should a disaster occur.

Karen Ey, ACCIR Disaster Relief Coordinator

A note from ACCIR’s Disaster Relief Coordinator
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Basis of Accounting
These summary financial reports have been derived from the audited general purpose financial report and 
they comply with the standards set out by the ACFID Code of Conduct. 

For further information on the ACFID Code of Conduct, please visit www.acfid.asn.au. 

Copies of full general purpose financial reports are available upon request. Please email the General 
Manager at info@acci.org.au to access these. 

Summary Financial Report
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Thank you for your partnership 
ACC International Relief is the Aid and Development arm of the 
Australian Christian Churches.

Our core activities are:

Community Development 

We believe in addressing the issues of poverty and injustice, and 
offer projects that bring change to entire communities.

Child Sponsorship 

Providing support to vulnerable children through provision of 
healthcare, education and other necessities.

Disaster Relief 

We provide immediate support in the wake of natural disasters, 
both in Australia and abroad in developing countries.

If you would like to get involved or find out further information 
on any of our initiatives, we would love to hear from you! Please 
call us or email info@acci.org.au

ACC International Relief Inc.

call: 1300 997 502
email: info@ acci.org.au

5 / 2 Sarton Rd, Clayton VIC 3168
PO Box 5371 Brandon Park, VIC 3150

www.acci.org.au


