
 

 

BHP, other 'carbon majors' summoned to inquiry  

Sally Bogle, Energy News Bulletin, 4 April 2018  

BHP along with BP, Shell, Chevron Corporation and a host of other major oil and gas producers have 

been summoned to appear before a Commission on Human Rights (CHR) in the Philippines as it 

investigates the role and responsibility of large carbon emitters in influencing climate change.   

It is the world's first governmental inquiry into the human rights impacts of climate change and is 

widely seen as a symbolic first step in efforts to quantify the damage caused by industrialisation and, 

ultimately, liability.  

Brynn O'Brien, executive director of the Australasian Centre for Corporate Responsibility told Energy 

News via phone that the CHR inquiry is significant for a number of reasons, not least because the 

Philippines is a resource-rich country in which lots of companies have large operations. 

"The impact of BHP and others being associated with emissions and the human rights impacts of 

those emissions will affect them reputationally and financially in the long run. The inquiry sets the 

scene for future attribution type of litigation which holds significant legal risks for companies such as 

BHP," O'Brien added. 

It follows a petition submitted to the Philippines' CHR by Greenpeace Southeast Asia along with 13 

other non-governmental organisations and 18 individuals, calling for an investigation into "the 

responsibility of the carbon majors for human rights violations or threats of violations resulting from 

the impacts of climate change". 

BHP and Rio Tinto are the only Australian companies named in the petition which lists "50 investor-

owned carbon majors" which Greenpeace calculates have contributed 315 gigatonnes of CO2 

equivalent, equivalent to 21.72% of estimated global industrial emissions up to 2010. 

Of the 50, BHP is listed as the ninth largest emitter of CO2 over the period, behind Chevron, 

ExxonMobil, BP, Shell, ConocoPhillips, Peabody, Total and Consol Energy.  

Ironically, BHP has emerged as one of Australia's most proactive listed companies when it comes to 

disclosing the impact that climate change will have on its business, through its participation in the 

Financial Stability Board's Taskforce on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures. 

However, alongside its resource sector peers, BHP does not acknowledge that emissions from its 

business activities have contributed directly to climate change.  

The Greenpeace report alleges that 90 carbon major entities, including the 50 investor-owned 

carbon major companies, are responsible for an estimated 939Gt CO2 of cumulative world emissions 

of industrial CO2 and methane, or 65% of all anthropogenic CO2 between 1751 and 2013. 



Nearly one-third of all global industrial CO2 from 1751 to 2010 are associated with the carbon fuels 

produced by the top 20 fossil fuel companies and that the top 20 fossil fuel investor-owned 

companies contributed 278.2 Gt CO2e, equivalent to 19.2% of the global historic emissions through 

2010, it said.  

The CHR's inquiry began in early 2016 with the first public hearing held in Manila last week, the first 

time a government has taken steps to address the human rights implications of global warming in 

what is seen as a major step in climate diplomacy.  

"This is a huge moment in the fight to make fossil fuel producers pay their fair share of climate 

change costs… It is now time for the world's biggest producers of fossil fuel products to explain how 

they will lend their weight to the most important challenge of our time," ClientEarth lawyer Sam 

Hunter Jones said in a statement today.  

"These companies have made life increasingly dangerous for the people of the Philippines and 

around the world, and there is mounting evidence that they have known the risks of their activities 

for at least the past 50 years," Hunter Jones added. 

It follows an increasing number of civil climate change lawsuits being brought against some of the 

world's largest oil and gas companies and governments in the United States, the Netherlands and 

elsewhere. 
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