The removal of mothers and fathers
Despite being certified by almost all major social science scholarly associations – indeed, in part
because of this – the alleged scientific consensus that having two parents of the same sex is
innocuous for child well being is almost wholly without basis.
American College of Pediatricians, Family Watch International, Loren D. Marks, Mark D. Regnerus
and Donald Paul Sullinsi

The Convention on the Rights of the Child states that a child has, as far as possible, “the right to
know and be cared for by his or her parents.”ii The redefinition of marriage would, from the very
beginning, deliberately deprive a child of this right.
This consequence of the redefinition of marriage is often countered by the claim that the outcomes
for children raised by same-sex couples are equivalent or even superior to those for children raised
by married, biological parents. For example, a “fact sheet” produced by the Australian Institute of
Family Studies cited two literature reviews that claimed “children in same-sex parented families do
as well emotionally, socially and educationally as those in opposite-sex parented families.”iii
Such a claim is misleading for a number of reasons.
Firstly, the “no difference” studies that are relied upon to make such claims often fail to satisfy one
or both of the requirements necessary for the studies to hold any statistical significance, being
random sampling and adequate sample size:iv
•

The lack of random sampling. “Many of the comparative studies conducted to date on
children or young adults raised in the same-sex parented families are based on volunteer
samples of participants rather than random samples… many researchers in this field note
that their participants were mostly white and well educated, which does not reflect the
likely socio-economic, ethnic and racial diversity of the same-sex parenting population.”v

•

Small sample sizes mean that the studies lack statistical significance. “The universally small
sample sizes in the existing literature has left room for several critiques, including the
argument that small sample sizes would not have the statistical power to identify the effects
of homosexual parents on childhood outcomes even if such effects did exist.”vi

In addition to these threshold failures, the studies contain other methodological flaws:
•

The potential for bias in self-reporting. “Parental self-report, of course, may be biased. It is
plausible that, in a prejudiced social climate, lesbian and gay parents may have more at
stake in presenting a positive picture.”vii

•

The subjective and vague criteria used for assessing child wellbeing. One study that
claimed “no difference” used subjectively assessed factors such as “warmth” and “security
of attachment to parents” in assessing the wellbeing of children.viii This can be contrasted
with a study showing superior outcomes for children raised by biological parents, which

used objective criteria such as “drug and alcohol use,” “criminal activity,” “employment” and
similar objectively measurable factors to assess wellbeing.ix
•

Contentious criteria used for assessing child wellbeing. A similar flaw in “no difference”
studies is that measures of wellbeing can legitimately be disputed as being indicators of
positive outcomes. For example, one study listed “gender flexibility displayed by children”
as being a positive outcome, but this could easily be argued to be an indicator of negative
outcomes.x

•

Non-longitudinal design. While parenting by same-sex couples is not a new phenomenon,
its prevalence has only increased in recent years, meaning that there has not been sufficient
time to conduct a long-term study on the effects of same-sex parenting on children. Most of
the studies asserting “no difference” have not studied their subjects over a long enough
period of time.xi

•

Lack of control group. Studies seeking to compare same-sex parented families with other
outcomes do not include a proper “control” group, and rather use a mix of single, stepparented and biological parents as the comparative group, meaning that the studies lack
proper controls.xii

Secondly, there is a large body of research unrelated to the specific question of same-sex parenting
which demonstrates that children have the best outcomes when raised by their married, biological
parents.xiii
The largest longitudinal study on happiness – the Grant study of Adult Development, which was
conducted over a period of 75 years – demonstrated that mothers and fathers contributed in
different ways to their child’s development. The study found that the closeness of a child’s
relationship with their mother was linked to their success in work, income and study in their adult
life, whereas a child’s relationship with their father influenced their long-term mental health
outcomes, their ability to play and enjoy vacations, and their coping skills.
The study did not seek to compare the outcomes for children raised by same-sex and opposite sex
parents, but simply to evaluate the various influences on a child’s development. In so doing, it made
plain that mothers and fathers provide different contributions to their child’s life, refuting the claim
that there is no difference between the presence of mothers and fathers.xiv
The legalisation of same-sex marriage will have the effect of depriving children raised within
these marriages of their right to be raised by their biological parents. Those who claim that
there is no consequence for children of such deprivation base their assertions on studies lacking
the scientific rigour required to make that claim.
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