
Response received from ACT Greens 
 
1. Wicked Campers have received considerable attention for objectifying women 
with offensive and violent slogans and artwork on their rental vans. Queensland 
recently introduced legislation to enforce decisions by the Advertising Standards 
Board (ASB) with the result that non-compliant vehicles with Queensland 
registration will be deregistered. Will your party commit to deregistering 
commercial vehicles that are in contravention of advertising standards? 

 

RESPONSE: 

 

Yes. The Greens are strongly opposed to material that is degrading to women and is 
offensive/violent. We agree that an equivalent to the QLD law should also be in place in 
the ACT. 

 

2. Given the evidence that poker machines harm our community, causing poverty 
and contributing to family violence, will your party implement the 
recommendation of the Productivity Commission and mandate $1 bets in the 
ACT? 

 

RESPONSE: 

 

The ACT Greens are committed to reducing gambling harm in our community. The ANU 
Centre for Gambling Research tells us that more than 4000 Canberrans are currently 
gambling unsafely; and the Productivity Commission tells us that up to 80% of gambling 
harm is due to electronic poker machines. It is time to take gambling harm seriously, it is 
time for machine modifications. The ACT Greens policy is to introduce a range of harm 
minimisation measures including $1 maximum bets and mandatory pre-commitment. 
These are the most effective ways to target problem gambling harm without unduly 
impacting on recreational gamblers.   

 

3. Safe Schools 

 

a. The Safe Schools Coalition, which is present in many ACT schools, teaches 
controversial queer gender theory, which includes teaching children that gender 
exists outside the male and female binary, and that gender is fluid and changes 
over time. It was initially promoted as an anti-bullying program until one of its 
founders declared it was not about anti-bullying, but instead was about promoting 
gender and sexual diversity. Will your party commit to removing this highly 
controversial and sexualised program from ACT schools? 

 

b. If your party is not prepared to remove the Safe Schools Coalition from the 
ACT, will your Party commit to implementing the full recommendations directed 
by the Federal Education Minister which includes amongst other things: requiring 
parental consent, limiting the use of materials to those on the Safe Schools Hub 
and restricting availability to high schools? 

 

RESPONSE: 

 



The ACT Greens believe that the Safe Schools program delivers a very valuable service 
to help make our schools happier, healthier places for all students. We are committed 
to  ACT public schools providing positive and engaging environments where young 
people feel safe and respected, and where they can achieve success and fully engage 
in their education.  

 

The Safe Schools Program has the full support of the ACT Greens. Safe Schools 
Coalition Australia does critical work with school communities to raise awareness and 
empathy, respond to bullying and discrimination, and create learning environments that 
foster the positive values of respect and inclusion. Currently 23 of the 87 ACT public 
schools are members of the Safe Schools Coalition. There has been positive feedback 
about the Safe Schools Coalition from ACT public schools, and the advice provided by 
the Safe Schools Coalition to schools and staff is highly valued. 

 

The ACT Government has previously written to the Federal Minister for Education 
reinforcing the ACT’s positive experience with the program, and seeking to ensure that 
the review was designed to strengthen the Safe Schools Coalition rather than unpick this 
important program. Subsequent to this review, the changes proposed by the Federal 
Government made it clear that new contractual conditions would reduce the 
effectiveness of the program. The ACT Government and I, as Greens Minister for 
Education, have committed to funding the existing program ourselves.   

 

4. A Christian was recently fined for praying silently in Canberra’s CBD. The 
legislation preventing free speech in the vicinity of abortion clinics raises 
questions about the freedom of political communication and religious freedom, 
including prayer itself. Does your party believe the current legislation regulating 
free speech adequately ensures our fundamental freedom of political 
communication and our ability to respectfully communicate these ideas publicly? 

 

RESPONSE 

 

An ACT Greens Bill was passed in the Legislative Assembly in 2015 that saw the 
creation of privacy zones around medical facilities that provide abortion and reproductive 
services. 
The Greens were pleased that, with the passing of this legislation, women will be able to 
access what is a safe and legal medical procedure without being confronted, harassed 
or intimidated. 
While the small but dedicated group who gather outside the ACT’s abortion clinic may 
not be as confronting as the more violent and distressing protests that were occurring in 
Victoria and New South Wales, these gatherings are clearly designed to deter or 
dissuade women from undertaking the legal procedure. 
While the ACT Greens do respect individuals’ rights to hold strong views on any matter, 
we cannot support any behaviour that intimidates or causes fear or distress towards a 
woman who may already be in a difficult time.  
In the development of this bill we  sought to provide a balance between providing safe, 
unimpeded access for women, whilst not unduly impeding on the rights to freedom of 
speech. 
This legislation does just that, defining specific prohibited material, a defined proximity 
where activity is prohibited, and specified time restrictions on activity. The limitations do 
not prevent a person from protesting in other places or outside the times specified. 



This is fundamentally about a woman’s right to medical privacy, and the right to make 
choices about her own health. 
5. Recent changes to birth certificate registration in the ACT have made the terms 
“mother” and “father” interchangeable. The default is now “birth parent/other 
parent/mother/father” and “other parent/father/mother.” Will your party commit to 
reverting to “mother” and “father” as the default? 

 

No, we support this change. All political parties supported this change when it was 
presented to the Legislative Assembly in 2016.  The emergence of gender diverse 
parents means that gendered terms such as "mother" and "father" are no longer true of 
all parents. The change recognises the gender diversity of parents and removes any 
mislabelling of parents during the registration process. This continues the commitment 
the ACT has made to create a socially inclusive community by expanding the legal 
recognition of gender diversity in our community. 

 

Importantly, the changes do not diminish the importance of the terms ‘mother’ and 
‘father’. For most families the changes make no difference and they will still use the 
traditional ‘mother’ and ‘father’ on their certificates. For a number of families however, 
these changes present the opportunity for their family to be represented in an accurate 
way, which is very important to them.  

 

6. What does your party see as the top three priorities for the ACT? 

 
Our policy platform was developed by our members. The Greens are a party of the people, the 
environment and the future of our city - not a party for big business, developers or pokies.  Our top 
priorities are:  

1. Integrity in politics 

We want to restore confidence in our government and planning decisions. Money and 
power should not be able to buy political influence, and the community deserves to have 
confidence that decisions are being made in their best interests. 

The ACT Greens have committed to:  
 creating an ACT Integrity Commission with powers similar to the NSW ICAC  
 ban developer donations and stop corporate money from influencing politics; 
 expand the ACT Register of Lobbyists and its Code  
 build on ACT Greens' nation-leading Freedom Of Information laws 

 

 

2. Housing 

Putting the community first means ensuring every Canberran has access to safe, 
affordable housing. The ACT Greens are committed to tackling Canberra’s hidden 
poverty with innovative affordable housing projects to ensure no one is left behind. 

Housing affordability is a huge issue in Canberra, and around the country. This 
generation of home-leavers is the first that will be worse off than their parents, and are 
forecast to never be able to enter the housing market. We know there are vulnerable 
Canberrans struggling to find somewhere to live at all. The ACT Greens not only want to 
increase the amount of affordable housing, but we want to ensure homes are affordable 
to heat and cool and close to public transport. We have committed to:  



 Ensuring planning decisions that result in quality housing, connected 
neighbourhoods and a more liveable city, not just profits 

 Establishing a universal housing plan which ensures every new home is built to a 
Livable Housing Design Silver Level 

 Re-establishing the Planning Authority’s independence from government of the day; 
 Mandating better design standards for new apartments; 
 Improving renters' rights and set minimum standards for all rental properties 
 And better funding our local homelessness services 

 

3. Public Transport 

The Greens have a plan for more buses, better walking and cycling infrastructure, and a 
light rail network that connects north and south Canberra. We will keep improving our 
transport system – and we won’t stop until every Canberran has the best quality public 
transport. That’s why the Greens have a plan for public transport for everyone. We have 
already committed to: 

 Investing $57 million into the ACTION bus network to improve bus frequency and 
network coverage integrate bus routes with Stage 1 light rail  

 Powering our buses with clean, green energy so that we can benefit from public 
transport without trashing our air and our environment  

 Committing to to take light rail right through to Woden and power that with clean 
energy too, and  

 Pledging to freeze bus fares to keep transport costs fair for everyone.  
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