
Canberra Liberals’ Response to 

The Australian Christian Lobby’s Election Survey 

 

1. The Canberra Liberals have worked assiduously to combat violence against 
women, especially domestic violence. We consider the kinds of slogans used by 
this company are demeaning and offensive to women, and likely to contribute to 
this problem.  
 
Fortunately the problem highlighted in relation to Wicked Campers has not really 
arisen in Canberra, and there are, as far as we can tell, no current registrations of 
vehicles like the Wicked Campers. We would be prepared to review the 
legislation in consultation with the community to ensure that there is not a 
loophole that would allow slogans on vehicles that do not meet public standards. 
 

2. Canberra has long fostered the community gaming model, where gaming 
machines are owned by community organisations rather than individuals or 
companies, and the proceeds of gaming are returned to the community. 
Community clubs give back to the community through employment and support 
for community sporting and service organisations.   
 
The Canberra Liberals are committed to the community gaming model, and 
providing a climate where community clubs can diversify so that they are less 
reliant on the now diminishing income from gaming machines. We are strongly 
opposed to having gaming machines in private-sector establishments such as the 
Casino. 
 
In October 2015 the Public Accounts Committee of the Legislative Assembly 
issued a report entitled Inquiry into Elements Impacting on the Future of the ACT 
Clubs Sector, which included a number of recommendations addressing the issue 
of problem gambling.  The Canberra Liberals have committed to working with the 
community clubs to implement the recommendations in the report.   
 
The Public Accounts Committee in its deliberations considered the 
implementation of mandated $1 bets in the ACT but did not make specific 
recommendations on the subject.  We are aware of the dangers of problem 
gambling, and would be interested in looking at strategies to reduce the extent 
of this problem.  $1 bets is one such strategy, but we want to be sure we’re 
supporting strategies which have the best prospect of success. 

3. The Canberra Liberals have actively sought to eliminate bullying in schools and 
other places of learning, as well as in the workplace. Bullying in all forms is 
abhorrent and damaging to children of all groups.   



The Canberra Liberals support a high level of self determination in schools, and 
generally support the decisions made by school boards in consultation with their 
communities. In addition, parents, governments and the community share 
responsibility to help eliminate bullying, harassment and exclusion of our young 
people. 

As part of this the Canberra Liberals think that anti-bullying programs have an 
important place in addressing bullying of children and fostering understanding. 
However where such programs refer students to information resources with 
sexualised content, we think it's very important materials are age appropriate. 

To help young people going through challenging and emotional times, we think 
standardised programs need to be supplemented by personalised support from 
school counsellors, psychologists and other professionals. 

We have said we will implement the Commonwealth’s review of the Safe Schools 
program. 

4. The Canberra Liberals share your concern about the freedom of political 
communication and religious freedom. We opposed the introduction of the 
Health (Patient Privacy) Amendment Bill 2015, and subsequently moved 
amendments that sought to maintain freedom of speech and the right to 
respectful and peaceful protest. Unfortunately Labor and the Green opposed 
these amendments, and thus they were unsuccessful. 
 

5. The changes made to the registering of births and parentage in the Justice 
Legislation Amendment Act 2016 are somewhat problematic. We understand it 
was the intention of the Government to maintain the primacy of the terms 
“mother” and “father”, while making available the terms “birth parent” and 
“other parent”.  The Canberra Liberals made it clear that we would monitor the 
legislation and make any necessary amendment if it was not working as 
expected. The Canberra Liberals did not and will not support the expansion of 
the definition of the terms “mother” and “father” that would have allowed a 
male to be called "mother" and a female to be called "father".  
 

6. The Canberra Liberals’ main priorities at this election are to put a stop to the 
Labor/Green Government’s plan to build a tram at a cost of $1.78 billion for the 
first stage and $14 billion for the whole project.  We believe that it will ruin our 
economy and divert resources from important priorities like health, education 
and better local services.  Instead of a tram our priorities are: 
 
(i) Keeping rates down, with increases more in line with CPI rather than we 

have seen under the current Labor/Green Government. We will stop the 
Labor-Greens plan to treble rates and to load the $14 billion tram on top. 
If there is not a change of Government, Canberra will become 
unaffordable for many. 



(ii) Fixing hospital waiting lists which are the worst in the country, by building 
a $395 million expansion to Canberra Hospital and building satellite 
facilities in Gungahlin and Tuggeranong. Labor promised the hospital 
expansion before the last election, but reneged to put funds aside for the 
deposit on the tram. 

(iii) Around $100 million additional investment over four years to support 
schools and schoolchildren. We can afford this because we won’t be 
paying for a tram. The additional investment includes: 

i. $60 million to fund new infrastructure, capital upgrades and 
maintenance. 

ii. $17.5 million to support children with special needs in our 
non-government schools. This will help meet the individual 
learning needs of those children and will go some way to assist 
in the implementation of the recommendations of the 
Shaddock Review. This is on top of the investment already 
allocated to the public system. 

iii. $15 million in capital for non-government schools. 
iv. $7.5 million for our specialised schools, including a $1 million 

grant for each of the four schools for specialised 
infrastructure. 
 

 


