
Australian Christian Lobby Questions - ACT election 2016 

Party Questionnaire 

1. Wicked Campers have received considerable attention for objectifying women with offensive and 
violent slogans and artwork on their rental vans. Queensland recently introduced legislation to 
enforce decisions by the Advertising Standards Board (ASB) with the result that non-compliant 
vehicles with Queensland registration will be deregistered. Will your party commit to 
deregistering commercial vehicles that are in contravention of advertising standards? 

2. Given the evidence that poker machines harm our community, causing poverty and contributing 
to family violence, will your party implement the recommendation of the Productivity Commission 
and mandate $1 bets in the ACT? 

3. Safe Schools (see background information on next page): 

a. The Safe Schools Coalition, which is present in many ACT schools, teaches 
controversial queer gender theory, which includes teaching children that gender 
exists outside the male and female binary, and that gender is fluid and changes over 
time. It was initially promoted as an anti-bullying program until one of its founders 
declared it was not about anti-bullying, but instead was about promoting gender and 
sexual diversity. Will your party commit to removing this highly controversial and 
sexualised program from ACT schools? 

b. If your party is not prepared to remove the Safe Schools Coalition from the ACT, will 
your Party commit to implementing the full recommendations directed by the Federal 
Education Minister which includes amongst other things: requiring parental consent, 
limiting the use of materials to those on the Safe Schools Hub and restricting 
availability to high schools? 

4. A Christian was recently fined for praying silently in Canberra’s CBD. The legislation preventing free 
speech in the vicinity of abortion clinics raises questions about the freedom of political 
communication and religious freedom, including prayer itself. Does your party believe the current 
legislation regulating free speech adequately ensures our fundamental freedom of political 
communication and our ability to respectfully communicate these ideas publicly? 

5. Recent changes to birth certificate registration in the ACT have made the terms “mother” and 
“father” interchangeable. The default is now “birth parent/other parent/mother/father” and 
“other parent/father/mother.” Will your party commit to reverting to “mother” and “father” as 
the default?  

6. What does your party see as the top three priorities for the ACT? 

 

 

 



Background to question 3: 

The Safe Schools Coalition is a controversial program present in many ACT Schools. The safety 
paradigm on which the program markets itself is misleading, since the co-creator of the program Roz 
Ward has stated that the program is “not about stopping bulling”, but is about “about gender and 
sexual diversity.”1 Researcher Anne Mitchell, has admitted to “shaping an agenda”2 in order to attract 
support for the research used to justify the Safe Schools Coalition.  

Safe Schools requires the entire school community to affirm and celebrate a child’s chosen sexual and 
gender identity. Program material states that “[r]educing heteronormativity in schools can have good 
outcomes for everyone.”3 Material contains advice to teachers that: “Phrases like ‘ladies and 
gentlemen’ or ‘boys and girls’ should be avoided”. One example of a heteronormative view provided 
by the material is “asking new parents whether their baby is a boy or a girl.”  Safe Schools also teaches 
radical ideological definitions of gender and sex such as “sex is about the body you are born with… 
while gender is about your identity, or how you feel inside.”4  

The Safe Schools Coalition approach also includes policy prescriptions aimed at changing school level 
policy to allow children to: take same-sex partners to school formals,5 use the toilets of their self-
identified gender,6 sleep in segmented accommodation of their self-identified gender on school 
camps,7 be identified with their chosen pronoun,8 be allowed to wear the uniform of their self-
identified gender,9 and form queer/straight alliances on campus.10 

No child should be bullied for any reason at school and genuine measures to stop bullying are to be 
applauded. Alternative programs that are not based on the teaching of queer theory already exist and 
are in many schools. 
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