
 

 

Lyle Shelton 
Managing Director 
Australian Christian Lobby 
4 Champion St  
Deakin ACT 2600 
 
Dear Lyle, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Australian Christian Lobby’s election questionnaire. Please 
find below Labor’s response.  
 
1. In response to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, will your party 
commit to supporting a national redress scheme that is funded by institutions, but operated 
independently, for victims of child sexual abuse? 
 

 Labor established the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse to give 
the thousands of people affected by these evil crimes an opportunity to finally be heard. In its final 
report into redress and civil litigation, the Royal Commission determined that around 60,000 
survivors of child sexual abuse should be given access to redress. A Shorten Labor Government will 
establish a National Redress Scheme for survivors of institutional child sexual abuse. 

 

 The Royal Commission has recommended that appropriate redress for survivors include direct 
personal responses, counselling and psychological care as well as monetary payments. The Royal 
Commission recommended the cost of redress be met by the perpetrators of the abuse, with the 
Federal Government and the States and Territories acting as a funder of last resort. 

 

 Labor will invest $33 million to implement the National Redress Scheme. This includes an initial $20 
million contribution to establish the National Redress Agency, as well as a National Redress Advisory 
Council to work with all governments and institutions on the development and operation of the 
scheme. Labor will continue to work with survivors, their families and advocates to do what we can 
to support them on this process of healing. 

 
2. Will your party commit to a national scheme for conducting background checks and registration of 
people working with children and other vulnerable people? 
 

 A Shorten Labor Government will work with the States and Territories to ensure their respective 
working with children checks reflect best practice. 

 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

3. Exposure of children and young people to pornography in Australia has reached critical levels. 
Pornography is having widespread and measurable negative consequences on the physical, mental, and 
emotional well-being of children and young people. Due to this being a double-dissolution election, a 
Senate inquiry into the harms of pornography on children has been discontinued. Will your party commit 
re-establish this inquiry? 
 

 The inquiry into harm being done to Australian children through access to pornography on the 
internet was referred to the Senate Environment References Committee and Communications on 2 
December 2015 by now-retired Labor Senator Joe Bullock. 

 

 Regardless of whether or not an election is a double dissolution, any Senate committee inquiries not 
completed at the election must be resurrected in the Parliament. Whether Senators wish to makes 
themselves available to scrutinise submissions, evaluate testimony, attend hearings, and consider 
recommendations will be a matter for the new Senate. 

 
4. A recent House of Representatives inquiry into the regulatory and legislative aspects of international 
and domestic surrogacy arrangements recommended that the practice of commercial surrogacy remain 
prohibited in Australia. This recommendation was informed by the view that, even with the best of 
regulatory intentions, there is still significant potential for the exploitation of women and children. Will 
your party commit to encouraging the States to uphold the ban on commercial surrogacy in Australia? 
 

 A Shorten Labor Government has no plans to change existing restrictions on commercial surrogacy 
in Australia. 

 
5. The Safe Schools Coalition relies heavily on research from the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health 
and Society (ARCSHS) at La Trobe. Questions about the compliance of ARCSHS research with the National 
Health and Medical Research Council’s guidelines have been raised along with widespread community 
concern about its promotion of gender fluidity theory through the so-called “Safe Schools” Coalition. Will 
your party commit to a Senate inquiry into the methodology, research, and staffing of ARCSHS at La Trobe? 
 

 Labor supports programs to assist LGBTI students. 
 

6. No child should be bullied for any reason at school. Statements from the creator of the Safe Schools 
Coalition (SSCA) assert that the program is “not about bullying”. SSCA introduces children to contested 
gender theory, teaching children that their gender is fluid, and aims to change school policy on toilets to 
allow children to enter the toilet opposite to their biological sex if they claim a different identity. The 
Education Minister has stated that official resources of SSCA will be housed on the official Australian 
Government Safe Schools Hub website. Will your party commit to removing any SSCA material that 
promotes or endorses contested gender theory from Commonwealth funded websites? 
 

 Labor believes bullying and discrimination are wrong. We will continue to work to make our schools 
better places for all students to learn, achieve their best and grow into confident and happy adults. 
In 2013 Labor funded the national roll out of Safe Schools in response to shocking rates of bullying, 
suicide and exclusion impacting upon young LGBTI Australians.  
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 Programs to combat bullying are incredibly important – because every student has the right to feel 

safe and supported at school. Safe Schools is just one of many programs in schools to support the 

welfare of young people, including programs on cyber safety, mental health, eating disorders, and 

respectful relationships. Eighty per cent of Australian LGBTI students face verbal abuse and bullying 

at school. Tragically, research also shows they are six times more likely to die from suicide, and that 

bullying and exclusion are major factors in suicide attempts. When faced with tragic statistics like 

these, the Federal Government should be supporting more anti-bullying programs like Safe Schools 

– not ending them. 

 
7. Will your party commit to removing all support and funding for school programs that teach children that 
their gender is fluid? 
 

 We are not aware of any such Commonwealth-funded programs. Labor supports programs to assist 
LGBTI students.  
 

8. School chaplaincy has been supported by both the Coalition and Labor parties since 2006. Chaplains do 
important and vital work supporting children and young people in schools across Australia. More than 1 
million school students and their families depend on their chaplain for social, emotional and spiritual 
support. Will your party commit to extending the funding of chaplaincy when the current round of funding 
expires in 2018? 
 

 The 2016-17 Budget provisioned funding for the National School Chaplaincy Program for the 2017 
and 2018 school years.  Decisions about future education priorities will be made in due course. 
 

 Supporting school communities to prioritise the individual needs of students is a high priority for 
Labor. We will fund the Gonski reforms on time and in full, and reverse all of Malcolm Turnbull’s 
damaging school cuts. Labor’s funding plan will ensure more targeted resources and better equipped 
classrooms, and better support for students with disability and additional learning needs. 

 
9. The UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission 
for Iraq, the US State Department, the European Parliament and the British Parliament’s House of 
Commons have all recently made statements or resolutions condemning IS/ISIS/ISIL/Daesh as guilty of the 
genocide of Christians and other religious minorities. Will your party commit to a declaration in parliament 
that the killings of Christians and other minorities in Iraq and Syria constitute genocide? 
 

 A Shorten Labor Government will continue to condemn the actions of the Islamic State in Syria and 
the region. Labor will work alongside the international community to protect vulnerable civilians 
from mass atrocity crimes. We will ensure that Australia does its fair share to help victims of the 
Syrian and Iraqi conflicts, including those from minority religious communities. 

 

 Labor reaffirms the rights of Christian and other minorities – of all people – to live in peace and 
freedom wherever they are. A Shorten Labor Government will promote universal human rights as a 
core foreign policy objective. Labor’s diplomatic, economic and international development 
assistance goals will recognise this. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 
10. Australia is one of 189 countries that adopted the Millennium Declaration and committed to the 
Millennium Development Goals in 2000. The past few years have seen both sides of politics cut Australia’s 
overseas aid program. Will your party commit to rebuilding the program and to reaching the Millennium 
Development Goal promise of 0.7% of Australia’s gross national income? 
 

 A Shorten Labor Government will reverse the $224 million cut from overseas aid in the Liberals’ 2016 
Budget, keeping critical projects delivering maternal and child health, schooling, clean water and 
sanitation going in 2016-17. Labor will commit an extra $40 million a year as a first step towards 
reversing the Abbott-Turnbull Government’s brutal cuts to Australia’s aid budget. 

 

 In addition, Labor will provide $450 million, over three years, to support the important work of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, placing Australia in the top five global contributors; 
invest an extra $40 million a year, from 2017-18, to help Australian non-government organisations 
deliver frontline services to some of the world’s poorest people; and restore accountability to 
Australia’s aid program by reintroducing the annual Ministerial Budget Statement on overseas aid, 
after it was axed by the Liberals in 2014. 

 

 Over the next four years, Labor will provide around $800 million more for overseas aid than the 
Liberals. Labor supports a strong aid program because as a good global citizen Australia has a duty 
to help reduce poverty and inequality, and respond effectively to humanitarian crises. 

 
11. Australia's existing humanitarian intake for 2015-16 was 13,750 with an additional one-off 12,000 
places for refugees fleeing Syria. Will your party commit to a doubling of the annual humanitarian intake 
with a weighting given to those in most need such as persecuted religious minorities? 
 

 In addition to the 12,000 emergency places already offered to people fleeing the Syrian conflict, 
Labor has promised to double Australia’s regular annual refugee intake to 27,000 a year by 2025. It 
is vital that Australia offers these additional humanitarian places on a needs basis, without 
qualification or discrimination. Australia would work with the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission (UNHCR) to determine who is placed. As part of our commitment to demonstrating 
leadership in our region, a portion of the program will be dedicated to resettling refugees from the 
region. 

 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

12. Is your party satisfied with the current approach of Australia towards persons seeking asylum who 
arrive by boat? Can your party offer any measures which would improve the current arrangements? 
 

 Labor’s immigration policy is centred on a humane and compassionate approach to asylum seekers, 
while maintaining appropriate deterrents to prevent people smugglers preying on some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. 

 

 A Shorten Labor Government will stand firm on maintaining a policy of offshore processing to keep 
this perilous boat journey shut. However, this does not mean that Labor believes these facilities 
should be run as punitive holding cells. The processing facilities on Manus Island and Nauru must be 
humane and offer people seeking safety exactly that. Labor believes in a compassionate approach to 
asylum seekers which enables refugees to progress their claims safely and securely. Labor will also 
empower the Commonwealth Ombudsman to provide independent oversight of Australia’s onshore 
detention network and will continue to ensure that those working in the immigration system enjoy 
the benefit of whistleblower protections to speak out about any maladministration and corruption. 

 

 Labor is absolutely committed to protecting the interests of children within the immigration 
detention system and will provide a strong independent voice within government to advocate, 
independently of the Department of Immigration and Border Protection, backed by the resources 
and statutory powers necessary to pursue the best interests of those children, including the power 
to bring court proceedings on a child’s behalf. 

 

 This will not reduce the Minister’s obligations in relation to unaccompanied non-citizen children or 
the ability of other interested parties to take court action against the Minister.  The Independent 
Children’s Advocate will have access to all unaccompanied minors in detention and in the community 
to ensure their rights and interests are protected.  Labor will also legislate to impose mandatory 
reporting of child abuse in all offshore and onshore immigration detention facilities. 

 

 Finally, Labor will restore fast and fair processing of asylum claims for those people already living in 
Australia. This will see us reinstate references to the 1951 Refugees Convention in the Migration Act 
to reverse the Abbott-Turnbull Government’s retrograde efforts to undermine international law.  We 
will reinstate access to the Refugee Review Tribunal and abolish the Independent Assessment 
Authority established by the Abbott-Turnbull Government.   

 
13. Is your party committed to constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples? 
 

 Labor believes in real and substantive change to recognise the traditional owners of Australia in our 
nation’s constitution but reconciliation must also involve closing the gap in Indigenous disadvantage. 

 

 Strong, practical action is needed to address the racism, injustice, poverty and disadvantage 
experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and to improve life expectancy, 
healthcare and education outcomes, and reduce the alarming rates of family violence and 
incarceration. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 Labor will work in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, their 
representatives and organisations to improve the social, economic, health and well-being of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 

 
14. Religious exemptions or exceptions in anti-discrimination law act as protections for the fundamental 
right to religious freedom, for example, they allow Christian ministries and schools the freedom to employ 
staff who have a commitment to the religious views and mission of the organisation. Whilst religious 
freedom is currently protected by exemptions, religious freedom should not be considered as a concession, 
or some kind of special pleading. The Australian Law Reform Commission report Traditional Rights and 
Freedoms—Encroachments by Commonwealth Laws, states that in future reforms “further consideration 
should be given to whether freedom of religion should be protected through a general limitations clause 
rather than exemptions.” There have been calls by some groups, who are unhappy with religious 
exemptions to antidiscrimination law, to change the law and remove the protections for religious freedom. 
a) Will your party commit to ensuring the current religious protections afforded by exemptions remain in 
place, despite calls by some special interest groups for their removal? 
b) Should further reform of anti-discrimination law occur, will your party support a general limitations 
clause that would replace the current exemptions and remove the incorrect perception that religious 
freedom is an exception to other human rights? 
 

 Labor believes that all people are entitled to respect, equality, dignity and the opportunity to 
participate in society free of hatred or harassment and receive the protection of the law regardless 
of their background, where they live, what they look like, what they think, what they believe or their 
personal characteristics. 
 

 Labor will review national anti-discrimination laws to ensure that exemptions do not place 
Australians in a position where they cannot access essential social services. However, Labor has no 
plans to change the existing exemptions for religious institutions. 

 
15. Marriage is a bedrock institution for society and redefining marriage has consequences. Will your Party 
guarantee that a peoples’ vote on redefining marriage will take place and that there will be no changes to 
the Marriage Act until the Australian people have cast their votes in a national ballot? 
 

 Labor opposes Malcolm Turnbull’s $160 million divisive plebiscite on marriage equality. The 
Constitution makes it clear that it is Federal Parliament’s role and responsibility to legislate on the 
issue of marriage, and Parliament has always done so in the past. A Labor Government will legislate 
for marriage equality within the first 100 days of the next Parliament, in recognition that love 
between two people of the same gender is of equal meaning, equal value and entitled to equal 
respect. 

 

 Many Australians hold deep and diverse beliefs about the meaning of marriage, which must also be 
respected. Recognising this, Labor policy will continue to support a conscience vote on marriage 
equality in the next Parliament. Labor policy provides that, should a change to the Marriage Act take 
place in the future, ministers of religion will not be required to perform ceremonies for same-sex 
couples. This preserves Labor’s longstanding support for the appropriate protection of religious 
freedom of all people. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

16. Redefining marriage in law activates State-based anti-discrimination laws, creating legal vulnerabilities 
for people who disagree (including those who are not clergy). Activists have used provisions of State based 
anti-discrimination laws to report those with a different view to government commissions. Will your party 
commit to work with the States to ensure freedom of speech, conscience and religion is not inhibited 
should the Marriage Act ever be changed? 
 

 Labor believes that all people are entitled to respect, equality, dignity and the opportunity to 
participate in society free of hatred or harassment and receive the protection of the law regardless 
of their sexual orientation, gender identity or intersex status. No faith, no religion, no set of beliefs 
should ever be used as an instrument of division or exclusion, and condemning anyone, 
discriminating against anyone, vilifying anyone is a violation of the values we all share, a violation 
which can never be justified by anyone’s faith or belief. 
 

 Labor will not alter the existing Section 47 of the Marriage Act which ensures that nothing in the Act 
imposes an obligation on a minister of religion to solemnise any marriage. 

 
17. A single-income household (with income of $120,000) pays around $10,000 more tax in Australia than 
a double income family with the same joint income of $120,000. In a submission to the Commonwealth 
Government discussion paper on taxation, Queensland Senator Matt Canavan recommended a limited 
form of income-splitting to redress this inequity. Will your party provide families the option of income 
splitting so that parents who work in the home are not disadvantaged? 
 

 While Labor notes the significance of women's workforce participation, we have no plans to provide 
a single income family access to two tax free thresholds. 
 

 Labor will consult widely before making any changes to the taxation system. 
 
18. The Advertising Standards Bureau administers a national system of advertising self-regulation. The self-
regulatory system has failed to protect women and children from objectification and sexualisation 
portrayed through outdoor and shopfront advertising. Will your party commit to a full review of the 
current self-regulatory system, and additionally commit to introducing meaningful fines for advertisers 
who breach the standards? 
 

 Labor has no plans to review the current Advertising Standards Bureau and Advertising Standards 
Board complaints process. The process is transparent and accessible to all members of the public, 
and provides fairness for complainants and advertisers. 

 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

19. Will your party commit to banning donations to political parties from the gambling industry and 
associated entities? 
 

 A Shorten Labor Government will restore integrity to Australia’s political donation system, by 
lowering the thresholds for disclosure and banning foreign and anonymous donations. 
 

 A Shorten Labor Government will also ask the bipartisan Joint Standing Committee on Electoral 
Matters to make recommendations on “real time” disclosure of political donations and improved 
regulation of associated entitles.  
 

 Labor has long championed greater transparency and accountability in relation to political donations. 
At this election Labor is seeking a mandate to clean up the system. 

 
20. Will your party commit to banning sports betting advertising and commentary during sports 
broadcasts? 
 

 Labor believes that well-regulated gambling has a place in Australian society, as long as appropriate 

harm minimisation measures are in place to assist problem gamblers. 

 
 In government, Labor introduced legislation to place limits on gambling advertising on television. 

We also rejected recommendations to water down Australia’s online gaming laws until national 

harm minimisation strategies were adopted. 

  

 Labor has noted the recommendations of the recently released Review of the Impact of Illegal 

Offshore Wagering (the O’Farrell Review) and is conscious of community concerns over gambling 

advertising.  

 
21. Given the proven harm of poker machines, will your party implement the recommendation of the 
Productivity Commission and mandate $1 bets? 
 

 Labor has no plans to mandate betting values. 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

22. Drugs such as ICE are wreaking havoc in our communities. Some groups advocate an approach that 
would see the individual use of illegal drugs falling outside the criminal framework by applying a system 
of civil sanctions for personal use of illicit drugs. Does your party support the continuation of criminal 
offences for users of illicit drugs? 
 

 Labor welcomed the public release of the National Ice Taskforce report in December 2015. It 
identified strategies to take a systematic and coordinated approach to education, health and law 
enforcement in order to tackle ice use. The report notes that law enforcement efforts will only 
succeed if greater emphasis is also placed on measures to reduce demand (that is, prevention 
strategies). It also notes that treatment services should be expanded, particularly community 
support services.  
 

 The head of the National Taskforce, former Victorian police commissioner Ken Lay APM, said in the 
introduction to the report that we can’t arrest our way out of this problem. The report also told us 
what many communities across Australia already knew – treatment services just can’t keep up with 
demand.  

 

 The Turnbull Liberal Government responded to the Taskforce report by committing extra funds to 
treatment services and grass roots responses to help communities get on top of ice. However, the 
“new” funding commitment doesn’t make up for existing cuts. Over three federal budgets nearly $1 
billion has been axed from health funds which support alcohol and illicit drug rehabilitation and 
treatment as well as prevention strategies. Treatment services still don’t know how these cuts will 
affect them, creating uncertainty in the sector. 

 

 On top of that, the Liberals’ mismanagement of the federal Non-Government Organisation 
Treatment Grants Program crisis in the sector. For a second successive year services relying on these 
vital government grants have been offered a short-term, one-year extension. 

 

 This temporary reprieve means that they can’t retain experienced staff, plan for the future and invest 
in the services they offer to vulnerable Australians. Last year this created enormous anxiety in the 
sector for workers trying to help people turn their lives around. Now we are set to go through that 
same process again. 
 

 Malcolm Turnbull must reverse the Liberals’ cuts to the sector and provide long-term funding 
certainty for treatment services. 

 
23. Australia’s western, liberal democracy and Westminster System owes much to its Christian cultural 
heritage. Will your party commit to continue opening parliament each day exclusively with the Lord’s 
Prayer? 
 

 Labor has no plans to change daily parliamentary commencement procedures. 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

 

24. A series of recent Galaxy Polls have revealed majority opposition to late term abortion in Australia. 
The recent polling is consistent with the findings of earlier more comprehensive research by the Southern 
Cross Bioethics Institute. Given that babies are viable outside the womb from 24 weeks of pregnancy, will 
your party commit to removing Medicare funding for Late Term Abortion in 
situations where there is a healthy mother and healthy baby? 
 

 Labor has no plans to change existing Medicare funding arrangements for late-term abortions. 
 
25. Planned Parenthood in America has been caught out trafficking organs of aborted babies for profit. In 
response, the US Congress voted to defund Planned Parenthood. Australia, through our overseas aid 
program, grants money to International Planned Parenthood. Will your party commit to removing 
Commonwealth funding of International Planned Parenthood? 
 

 On coming to government in 2007, Labor abolished the “Harradine amendment”, which prohibited 
Australian aid money going to organisations which delivered family planning services. 
 

 A Shorten Labor Government will continue to provide foreign aid to family planning services in 
developing countries. 

 
26. Will your party commit to increasing support for palliative care and protect the vulnerable by opposing 
moves to introduce euthanasia? 
 

 Labor also believes every person should have access to quality palliative care and should have a right 
to relief from pain and suffering. A Shorten Labor Government will help support Australians to 
exercise greater choice and control over how and where they live their final days by investing in new 
models of palliative care. Labor is committed to improving palliative care in all settings, and to helping 
all Australians be as comfortable as possible at the end of their life. 

 

 Labor’s new approach to palliative care will include $21.7 million for new Palliative Care at Home 
packages, $9 million over four years to roll out our Proactive Palliative Care model, $2.3 million over 
three years to allow Palliative Care Tasmania to continue its important work and $1 million over three 
years to fund Palliative Care Australia to improve paediatric palliative care support. 
 

 Federal Labor supports a conscience vote in Parliament on matters relating to euthanasia. Labor also 
supports the Territories having the same right as States to legislate with respect to euthanasia and 
supported the introduction of a cross-party Bill into the Senate to restore the rights of the 
democratically elected parliaments in the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory to 
legislate on the issue of euthanasia if they chose. 

 
 
Regards, 
 
Information Services 
Labor Campaign Headquarters 


