
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 July, 2016  

Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention 
Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 

Re: Public Health (Medicinal Cannabis) Bill 2016 

Dear Research Director, 

Background on the Australian Christian Lobby 

The Australian Christian Lobby (ACL) is a grassroots movement of over 68,000 people seeking 
to bring a Christian influence to politics. We want to see Christian principles and ethics 
accepted and influencing the way we are governed, do business and relate as a society. We 
want Australia to become a more just and compassionate nation. ACL is a non-party partisan, 
non-denominational movement that seeks to bring a credible, Christian voice for values to 
our national debate. 

Public Health (Medicinal Cannabis) Bill 2016 

The Australian Christian Lobby welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Public Health 
(Medicinal Cannabis) Bill 2016. 

There appears to be increasing evidence that Cannabis and Cannabis derivatives may offer 
some therapeutic benefits to patients for certain conditions. If Cannabis does indeed have 
the potential to provide complementarity options to health professionals in alleviating pain 
and medical conditions then measures which will provide the option of prescribing Medicinal 
Cannabis for alleviation of the symptoms of medical conditions and make further research 
into the properties of Cannabis easier should be supported.  

The regulatory approach of this bill is preferable to other legislative proposals, such as the 
attempt to decriminalise the possession, cultivation, and use of the cannabis plant in the ACT 
in 2015. ACL opposes any approach that would allow citzens to grow their own Cannabis 
products for medicinal purposes, and believes that Medical Cannabis should be treated as 
other TGA approved drugs, making it only available to patients through a strict regulatory 
structure. 

NSW has recently established processes for clinical trials of Medical Cannabis products.  
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Victoria passed a Medicinal Cannabis Bill in April. 

The Narcotic Drugs Amendment Act 2016 (Cth) was passed by Parliament on 29 February 2016 
and allows for the cultivation of cannabis for medicinal and related research purposes. The 
amendments relating to licensing will come into effect later this year. 

In this context this Queensland Bill is part of a broader move to provide legal and regulated 
access to Medicinal Cannabis. 

Caution should be exercised at all times. Movement in this area should be led by evidence 
provided by research trials of the drug rather than pressure from those who want to see an 
eventual legalisation for recreational use. ACL notes the statement from the Australian 
Medical Association calling for a coordinated national approach. The AMA has urged a 
“consistent approach across the country about regulating marijuana or cannabis as a 
medicine rather than as a drug”.1 

The AMA has warned against legalising “the raw dope plant, or any oils and tinctures made 
from it”, urging that “only fully-tested cannabis-based medicines” should be permitted.2 

In 2014, the AMA stated that “Medicinal cannabis should be subject to the same safety and 
efficacy tests as any other drug before being made available on the Australian market”. 

The Therapeutic Goods Administration made an interim decision earlier this year to schedule 
Cannabis, its botanically derived extracts and Tetrahydrocannabinols as a schedule 8 
controlled drug, rather than as schedule 9 prohibited substance, except where they fail to 
meet the criteria listed by the TGA (in which case they would remain schedule 9). The interim 
decision took effect on 1 June 2016. 

Medicinal Cannabis should undergo testing to the same standards as any other new medicine. 
Cannabis is a dangerous drug and more research is needed into its potential benefits for 
patients. It is significant and welcome, therefore, that Medicinal Cannabis approval under this 
bill requires that an instrument for a Medicinal Cannabis approval must contain details of the 
TGA approval, see section (38)(b)(vi). This requirement is essential in order to ensure the 
same standards are applied to Medicinal Cannabis as any other drug. 

Accordingly, ACL supports this bill. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Wendy Francis 
Queensland Director 
Australian Christian Lobby 

                                                           
1 Adrian Rollins (30 September, 2014), Put medicinal cannabis to the test: AMA, Australian Medical Association, 
https://ama.com.au/ausmed/put-medicinal-cannabis-test-ama.  
2 Adrian Rollins (28 October, 2014), Govts back historic cannabis trial, Australian Medical Association, 
https://ama.com.au/ausmed/govts-back-historic-cannabis-trial.  
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