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USE THE CONGRESSOINAL AUGUST RECESS  
TO REGISTER YOUR VIEWS  

By Lisa Piraneo, Director of Government Relations 
 

 
 

Dear Patriot, 
 
There is still much work to be accomplished by the U.S. Congress, but following 
tradition, both the U.S. House and Senate have skipped town for the long “August  
Recess,” not scheduled to return until after Labor Day. 
 
You might join me in wondering, “why have they left DC when they haven’t 
accomplished much on their To-Do list”? That said, when they’re back home is the 
perfect time for you to connect with those who represent you to express your 
views on national security matters. 
 
And as a former Hill staffer, I can assure you: Your voice is very powerful and does 
make a difference, whether your views are presented by e-mail, phone call or a 
face-to-face discussion. 
 
So, while it may be quiet up here on Capitol Hill this month, I hope you will use 
the contents of this Toolkit to learn how easy it is for you to make a difference. 
 
And, finally, please don’t forget to register for our 2017 National Conference in 
the Washington, DC metropolitan area on October 2nd and 3rd. 
 
Spaces are filling up very fast and we sell out each year. This annual meeting 
allows national security patriots from all across the U.S. to come together in 
Washington, DC to speak out in support of strong national security policies.   
Considering all that is going on these days, both in our country and around the 
world, we need that voice now, more than ever. 
 
Please visit actcon.us to learn more information about what we have in store for 
you at this year’s event, and register today! 
 

http://www.actforamerica.org/
http://www.actcon.us/
http://www.twitter.com/LisaPiraneo
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Thank you for all that you do every day to protect our nation and our democratic 
freedoms. Together, we are making a difference! 
 
With warm regards, 
 
Lisa 
 

 

What Can You Do? 
 
Here are three Action Items on which to focus during the current August recess: 
 

1. Express your support for the bills that we have listed on our federal High 
Priority List.  
 

 
 

These are strong national security-related legislative proposals currently 
pending in the U.S. Congress.  And remember, don’t just ask your legislator 
for his or her “support” of the bill, ask for cosponsorship.  The more 
cosponsors a bill has, the better its chance of moving through the legislative 
process successfully.  

 
TIP 1: If your legislator is already a cosponsor, be sure to say “thank you”! 
Words of encouragement and appreciation go a long way. 
 
TIP 2: If you will be visiting a Member of Congress (MOC) in his or her district or 
state office, your appointment time will be limited.  Don’t try to discuss every 
bill on the list, just pick two or three and then leave a copy of the document 
with them. Then follow up with staff a week or so afterwards to learn how 
many of the bills your legislator will cosponsor. 
 
TIP 3: Be sure to always get the name of the staffer in the Washington, DC 
office who handles national security matters. Then get to know that person 

http://www.actforamerica.org/
http://www.actforamerica.org/keybills
http://www.actforamerica.org/keybills
http://www.actcon.us/register
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/actforamerica/pages/477/attachments/original/1499895143/High_Priority_Legislation_-_115th_Congress.pdf?1499895143
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over time. Legislative offices love hearing from constituents – as long as they 
provide helpful information and are always respectful. 

 
2. The Franks Amendment.  

Recently, Representative Trent Franks (R-AZ) offered an amendment to the 
annual National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) that called for the 
military to study the link between Islamic doctrine and terrorism; and to 
identify Imams who are inciting this ideology (such as the recent abhorrent 
comments of Imam Ammar Shahin at the Islamic Center of Davis California 
for example).  

 
Unbelievably, the amendment failed by a vote of 208 to 217 with 27 
Republicans joining forces with every House Democrat to shoot it down. Is 
your Representative one of those that did so? If the answer is “yes”, he or she 
needs to hear from you.   
 
The following Republicans voted “no” on the Franks amendment: 
 
Amash (MI-03); Buchanan (FL-16); Collins, C. (NY-27); Comstock (VA-10); 
Costello (PA-06); Curbelo (FL-26): Dent (PA-15); Faso (NY-19); Fitzpatrick (PA-
08); Hill (AR-02); Joyce (OH-14); Katko (NY-24); Lewis, Jason (MN-02); 
LoBiondo (NJ-02); Meehan (PA-07); Newhouse (WA-04); Paulsen (MN-03); 
Reichert (WA-08); Ros-Lehtinen (FL-27); Russell (OK-05); Sanford (SC-01); 
Stivers (OH-15); Trott (MI-11); Turner (OH-10); Upton (MI-06); Walden (OR-
02); Young, Don (AK-AL) 

 
Let’s be clear: To understand the jihadist enemy is not to disparage or denigrate 
moderate, peaceful Muslims.   
 
Here’s my take on it: Those who voted against the Franks amendment did so 
because they either don’t want to take the time to understand the connection 
between Islam and terrorism, or because while they understand it, they don’t 
want to publicly address the matter due to political correctness.   
 
Either possibility should be completely unacceptable to their constituents.   
 
Our men and women in uniform on the front lines of this battle should be armed 
with all they need to be successful, including a full and accurate understanding of 

http://www.actforamerica.org/
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the enemy they are confronting. To repeat: Understanding the ideology of the 
jihadist is not the same as disparaging or denigrating the majority of moderate, 
peaceful Muslims.    
 
If your Member of Congress voted against the Franks Amendment – particularly if 
he or she was one of the 27 Republicans who did so, they should hear from you.  
 
Please write, call, or visit with them while they are back home to respectfully 
explain why you are disappointed in their vote. 
 

3.  We need funding to Build the Wall! 
Just before the U.S. House adjourned for it’s long August recess, it passed 
an appropriations bill that contained $1.6 billion – President Trump’s 
request -  to build the wall on our southern border.  When Congress re-
convenes in September, this matter will move to the Senate.  Your Senators 
must know that you strongly expect them to pass a funding bill that 
appropriates the full $1.6 billion to build the wall.  Please make that 
message clear to your two U.S. Senators while they are back home this 
month! 

 

Making the Most of Meeting with Your 
Legislator 
 
There are many ways to stay connected with your legislators; phone calls, e-mails, 
and face-to-face meetings.  All of them are important, but during a long recess, 
taking the time to speak with your legislator face-to-face can be very helpful, both 
in the short and long-term.   
 
Visiting your legislator – either by yourself or together with a few other 
constituents - is one way to express your views on a particular issue, while at the 
same time starting (or reinforcing) a one-on-one relationship. And it’s so easy to 
do! 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.actforamerica.org/
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Here are three easy steps to help you connect with your federal legislator: 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 
 
 

Before the meeting, check out Lisa’s “Tips for Meeting with Your Legislator”. 
 

 
 

http://www.actforamerica.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGZCKWjws-Q&feature=youtu.be
http://www.actforamerica.org/find_your_legislator
http://www.actforamerica.org/town_hall_map
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/actforamerica/pages/477/attachments/original/1489207850/Tips_for_Being_An_Effective_Grassroots_Advocate_.pdf?1489207850
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGZCKWjws-Q&feature=youtu.be

