
CONFRONTING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
FUNDING CANBERRA’S REFUGES 
 Enough is enough. It’s time to fund our front line services 

We’re in the midst of a domestic violence crisis and our 
safety net is full of holes. We need to invest in solutions – 
and fund our refuges and front line services. We’re putting 
forward a bold plan to increase investment in front line 
services, with a centrepiece of $1 million in funding to 
Canberra’s specialist refuges. 
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Right now, we’re in the midst of a domestic 
violence crisis. The shocking numbers of 
women murdered by current or former partners 
compels us to action. We are failing victims and 
survivors of domestic violence, and we need to 
invest in the solutions. 
 
Domestic and family violence touches people 
from every walk of life. The data indicates that 
one in four women in Australia have 
experienced one or more incidents of violence 
by an intimate partner in their lifetime. 
 
Here in Canberra, our services and refuges and 
services are struggling to meet demand. Of the 
who have sought refuge to escape domestic 
violence in Canberra, as many as two in three 
are turned away. 
 
Since the Abbott-Turnbull Government took 
office, both of Canberra’s two specialist 
refuges have had huge funding cuts. These 
amount to a 41% cut for Doris Women’s Refuge 
and a 32% cut for Beryl Women Inc. 
 
 

We must make sure no victim is turned away 
when they need our help. Our plan will restore 
funding to Canberra’s refuges over four years, 
and provide an additional funding boost over 
the forward estimates. 
 
The Greens have consulted with experts and 
front line service providers and we are 
proposing a rapid and significant increase in 
funding for domestic violence services, and a 
broad program of reforms to keep victims and 
survivors safe, hold perpetrators to account and 
work for gender equality. 
 
Increased media attention and awareness is 
vital, but as more victims seek help, demand on 
already overstretched services will keep 
climbing. 
 
> FUNDING LOCAL SERVICES 

The evidence from front line service providers 
is clear – we need to fund the services which 
are already successfully helping victims and 
survivors of family violence to escape and stay 
safe. Those services are overstretched, and 
demand is still climbing.  
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Domestic violence is a complex, pervasive 
social problem, and it cannot be addressed as 
an “add on” to other funding programs. That’s 
why the Greens will provide a dedicated funding 
stream for Canberra’s refuges.  
 
Dedicated funding which recognises the 
distinctive nature of domestic violence will 
allow specialist domestic violence services to 
get on with their core business, reversing 
federal cuts that have devastated our refuges. 
 
Beryl Women Inc and Doris Women’s Refuge are 
the only two dedicated specialist domestic and 
family violence women's refuges in the ACT. 
Doris Women’s Refuge has been reduced to two 
staff members, down from seven. As a result of 
the cuts, it can no longer provide children's 
programs, and has had to cut some of its 
women’s services such as life skills and moving 
supports. 
 
Beryl Women Inc has lost two worker positions, 
reduced its outreach and support services, and 
is coping with a higher client load with more 
complex cases. 
 
The Greens will allocate $600,000 to Beryl and 
Doris over the forward estimates to allow both 
refuges to restore their program cuts and 
increase supports to pre-funding cut levels. In 
addition, we will allocate $400,000 to boost 
their capacity to meet increased demand in the 
Canberra region. 
 
> NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
The Greens see stopping domestic violence and 
violence against women as a national crisis 
requiring national leadership. Historically, the 
federal government has not funded specialist 
domestic violence services, and responses to 
violence have not been well coordinated. 

It is vital that we seize the current momentum 
to address this crisis. The Greens are 
committed to developing long-term national 
governance frameworks that keep domestic 
violence and violence against women at the 
centre of government decision-making, and 
which support service providers and victims.  
 
The National Plan To Reduce Violence against 
Women and their Children is a good start, but it 
is clear that this issue still ‘falls through the 
cracks’. For instance, responsibility for 
delivering the National Plan is spread across 
multiple government agencies with no-one 
clearly responsible for ensuring outcomes are 
achieved. 
 
As a first step the Greens would commit to long-
term secure funding for a national peak body for 
specialist domestic violence services, funded 
at $2 million per year. The peak body would 
provide expert advice and monitor the 
implementation of the new National 
Partnership Agreement on Domestic Violence 
and Violence Against Women, as well as 
progress against the National Plan and help 
governments to better support victims, 
survivors and those on the front lines. 
 
> OUR TRACK RECORD 
The Greens have been at the forefront of calls 
for adequate funding and support for domestic 
violence services, especially specialist 
women’s services, and services for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. 
 
In 2014, in response to calls for political 
leadership from service providers, the Greens 
established the Senate inquiry into Domestic 
Violence which exposed shocking under-
funding of front line services, and contributed 
to the growing national conversation about DV. 
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In 2015, the Greens stood with service providers 
in the successful campaign to stop further 
funding cuts to homelessness services and 
legal services for vulnerable Australians, 
including thousands of victims and survivors of 
domestic violence. In March 2015, the Abbott 
Government abandoned $25 million in cuts to 
legal services and $115 million in cuts to 
homelessness services. 
 
In 2016, the Greens successfully established a 
Senate inquiry to investigate the links between 
gender inequality in all spheres of life and 
domestic violence. 
 
At this election, we’re calling on Labor and the 
Coalition to match our commitment to properly 
funding Canberra’s refuges. 


