
Licence application 
(notices on news or sign 

on premise)

Does the proposed premise 
meet the criteria of the ACT? 

Yes
No

Do you want to object the 
application? 

Yes

Have you got 'greater interest'? 

Yes

No

Ask someone with 
'greater interest' to file 

an objection

Write an objection to 
district licensing 
committee (DLC)

Submit your 
objection in 
15 working 
days after the 
first public 
notice

In your letter, 
- show that you have 

greater interest; 
- justify how the proposed 
premises undermine the 

Act

Ask your 
neighbours/community 
to file an objection or 

sign a petition

You on the same street as the 
proposed presmise, or

you work in a school nearby, or 
you are a broad of trustee of 

nearby school 

section 105 & 106 - new licence
section 131 - renewal licence
section 142 - special licence

District Licensing 
Committee grant licence 
without Public Hearing 
(as there is no objection)



Submit your 
objection in 
15 working 
days after the 
first public 
notice

Ask your 
neighbours/community 
to file an objection or 

sign a petition

Send your letter to DLC 
in your region

DLC will set a date for 
Public Hearing

Preparation 
for DLC 
Hearing 

Notification of Hearing 
date

Do you want to present at the 
Hearing?

Yes No

Get professional 
support if you want
(lawyer, community 

group) 

Prepare a Brief of 
Evidence

(find evidence to support 
your written objection)

Ask others to be your 
witness at the Hearing, 
ask them to prepare a 

witness statement



Preparation 
for DLC 
Hearing 

Ask others to be your 
witness at the Hearing, 
ask them to prepare a 

witness statement

Submit your Brief and 
witness statement to 

DLC

At Public Hearing, 
present your BOE and 

your witness to present 
their statements

DLC Hearing 

Cross-examination 
between parties

DLC decision to 
approve or decline the 

licence application

Does the DLC approve the 
application?

Yes

No

Licence issued to 
applicants 

discretionary condistions 
may applied

Licence declined

Post DLC 
Hearing 



Yes

No

Licence issued to 
applicants 

discretionary condistions 
may applied

Licence declined

Post DLC 
Hearing 

Parties may appeal to ARLA on DLC 
decision

Public Hearing at ARLA, ARLA makes a 
decision

Parties may appeal to High Court on 
ARLA decision


