


 

 

Healthcare has always been a priority for ACT Labor. 

Because the Canberra community is growing, we have a 

comprehensive ten year plan to meet the increasing 

demands on our health system. 

Our plan will see state-of-the-art infrastructure built right 

across the Territory. These facilities, along with our other 

healthcare commitments, will deliver more services to Canberrans when and where 

they need them. 

If we are re-elected we will be strengthening our hospital care by constructing the 

new Surgical Procedures, Interventional Radiology and Emergency (SPIRE) Centre 

on the northern end of the Canberra Hospital campus – which, when complete, will 

employ around 1,200 staff.  

We are already expanding the emergency department at Canberra Hospital and 

building a new teaching hospital at the University of Canberra. SPIRE will play a vital 

part in our modern health care system 

Labor has invested nearly $1 billion in health infrastructure since 2009. As part of 

this program we have built more than 15 health and medical facilities that are 

providing essential services to Canberrans every day. These include the Canberra 

Region Cancer Centre, walk-in health centres in Belconnen and Tuggeranong, and 

community health centres in the Gungahlin, Tuggeranong and Belconnen town 

centres.  

By delivering these new projects and expanding our critical frontline workforce, we 

are making Canberra’s strong healthcare system even better.  



A re-elected Labor Government will build a new Surgical Procedures, Interventional 

Radiology and Emergency (SPIRE) Centre on the Canberra Hospital campus, with a 

new Emergency Department, elective and day surgical spaces, and run by more 

than 1,200 medical, nursing, allied health and support staff. 

More beds, more staff and more medical equipment 
The SPIRE Centre, which will cost $500 million to build, will begin operating in 

around 2022.  SPIRE will ensure the Canberra Hospital can continue to support our 

growing population. 

SPIRE will increase Canberra Hospital’s theatre capacity from 13 to 20 theatres and 

offer:   

 Enhanced, state-of-the-art surgical, procedural, critical care and imaging 

facilities 

 Two inpatient wards with 64 beds for patients requiring overnight care; 

 A new coronary care unit for people requiring high level care for heart 

conditions with 24 beds. 

 A new intensive care unit with 48 bed bays, offering both high dependency 

and intensive care beds - this will include beds dedicated to paediatric care. 

 A new day surgery centre with seven procedure rooms designed for patients 

who can be admitted and discharged within 24 hours.  

A new and expanded general Emergency Department adjacent to the SPIRE Centre 

will allow the current ED to be dedicated to women and children, with specialist staff. 

The two EDs will operate as one, but will have separate entrances to provide the 

best patient and family experience.  

Surgery on time  
SPIRE will have dedicated theatres for emergency surgery and elective surgery, so 

elective surgeries are not delayed or cancelled as a result of emergency surgery. 

This will allow our expert medical and surgical teams, who have excelled in recent 

times to get waiting times down, to continue to deliver world-class health services to 

all Canberrans. 

Unlike the Canberra Liberals’ plan, which is outdated and reflects and old model of 

care, the SPIRE Centre is best practice in modern hospital design and delivery. The 

Liberals can’t be trusted on health, and they won’t show how they’ll staff their 

pretend facilities. The Liberals’ track record is to privatise healthcare and cut health 

staff, just like what happened in WA, Queensland and NSW. 



Map of SPIRE and new ED 


