


 

 

Healthcare has always been a priority for ACT Labor. That’s 

why we have spent the first week of the campaign outlining 

to the Canberra community what new healthcare services a 

Labor Government will deliver in the next term of the 

Assembly.  

Our commitments demonstrate that only Labor has a 

comprehensive ten year plan to keep Canberrans healthy and build the infrastructure 

we need for the future. 

Our plan will see state-of-the-art infrastructure built right across the Territory. These 

facilities, along with more frontline health staff, will deliver new and improved 

services to Canberrans when and where they need them. 

Our track record is strong.  Labor has invested $1 billion in health infrastructure since 

2009. As part of this health infrastructure program we have built more than 15 health 

and medical facilities that are providing essential services to Canberrans every day. 

These include the Canberra Region Cancer Centre, walk-in health centres in 

Belconnen and Tuggeranong, and community health centres in the Gungahlin, 

Tuggeranong and Belconnen town centres. 

ACT Labor is now setting out a clear new plan to improve healthcare for every 

Canberran, over the next 10 years. By delivering these new projects and expanding 

our critical frontline workforce, we are making Canberra’s strong healthcare system 

even better.  



ACT Labor has released a comprehensive ten year plan to keep Canberrans healthy 
and build the infrastructure we need for the future. 

New hospital services and facilities 
ACT Labor will build a new Surgical Procedures, Interventional Radiology and 

Emergency (SPIRE) Centre on the Canberra Hospital campus with 1,200 medical, 

allied health and support staff. SPIRE will have dedicated areas for elective, day and 

emergency surgery. 

A new expanded general Emergency Department will allow the current ED to be 

dedicated to women and children. The two EDs will operate as one, but will have 

separate entrances to provide the best patient and family experience.  SPIRE will be 

operational in 2022. 

 

To meet the health needs of the growing population in Canberra’s north, Labor will invest in 

a scoping and design study for longer-term new and expanded Northside hospital facilities. 

In the meantime, we will upgrade Calvary Public Hospital, starting with an expansion to the 

Emergency Department. 

Women’s and Children’s health  
The Centenary Hospital for Women and Children is one of the ACT Labor 

Government’s most important achievements. Since opening, this popular hospital 

has delivered thousands of new baby Canberrans, as well providing health care 

services to Canberran children, adolescents and women. 



We know that demand for these services is continuing to grow, which is why we 

have announced a package to make it an even better hospital and provide new 

services for women and children. 

The new and expanded services include: 

 More than 107 additional medical professionals, including nurses and doctors, 

to continue to support families and deliver more babies; 

 A new elective child and adolescent orthopaedic service; 

 A new specialised adolescent gynaecology service to reduce the need for 

young women and girls to travel to Sydney for treatment; 

 A new 12-bed child and adolescent mental health unit to be purpose-built and 

attached to Centenary Hospital for Women and Children; and 

 12 new paediatric high-dependency units and four paediatric intensive care 

beds.  

ACT Labor will also establish a new family assistance program to provide financial 

support each year for families to be with their child when they are receiving treatment 

interstate. 

 

We will also provide free Meningococcal B vaccinations for all new-born babies and 

continue the free whooping cough vaccine for all expectant mothers.   

Supporting the nurses that support Canberra  

A re-elected Labor government will attract, retain and support more nurses by: 

1. Providing 12 new nurse navigators to help support complex patients 

2. Delivering more training, with a new nurse practitioner course and more 

nurse scholarships  

3. Adding two new maternal and child health nurses 

4. Employing 12 more graduate nurses each year, taking the total employed 

each year to more than 100 

5. Expanding the number of nurses in schools to ten in total, which means all 

ACT Government high schools can access the program 

Bringing health care closer to home 
As part of our 10 year health plan, a re-elected ACT Labor Government will invest in 

a package of community health programs to keep our city healthy, by helping 

Canberrans get the care they need where and when they need it. 

ACT Labor’s community health plan includes building a new centre to provide health 

care to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, two new mobile dental vans and a 

significant expansion to the innovative ‘Hospital in the Home’ program. 



Other elements of Labor’s community health plan include: 

 A GP capital grant to construct three new bulk billing medical practices, two in 

Tuggeranong and one in the Molonglo Valley; 

 Providing a grant to Spinal Cord Injuries Australia to establish a NeuroMoves 

program in Canberra; 

 Funding to develop clear information to help patients better understand the 

health system; and 

 Building two new nurse-led Walk-in Centres in Gungahlin and Weston Creek 

providing free health services for Canberrans 

 

Other health initiatives 
Labor’s comprehensive plan for health includes a range of other targeted health 

initiatives: 

 Appointing a new Preventative Heath Coordinator to focus on keeping 

Canberrans healthy and out of hospital and increasing grants for healthy 

weight activities in schools and sporting clubs; 

 Establishing a nursing and allied health clinical school at the University of 

Canberra; 

 Boosting health research funding; and 

 Setting an ambitious 90% organ donation rate by making it as easy as 

possible for Canberrans to donate organs, and by establishing a national 

garden of appreciation at the Arboretum for donors, their families, organ 

recipients and the wider community to give thanks. 

 

Labor’s infrastructure investments 

 Nine additional operating theatres at the Canberra Hospital 

 Calvary Intensive Care/Coronary Care/High Dependency Unit 

 Southern Car Park at the Canberra Hospital 

 Belconnen Community Health Centre 

 Adult Mental Health Unit 

 Centenary Hospital for Women and Children - stage one 

 Duffy House – accommodation for cancer patients and carers 

 Gungahlin Community Health Centre 

http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/southern-car-park-at-canberra-hospital
http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/belconnen-community-health-centre
http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/adult-mental-health-unit
http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/centenary-hospital-for-women-and-children
http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/duffy-house
http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/gungahlin-community-health-centre


 Centenary Hospital for Women and Children - stage two 

 Belconnen Walk In Centre 

 Tuggeranong Walk In Centre 

 Canberra Region Cancer Centre 

 Tuggeranong Community Health Centre 

 Calvary car park 

 New outpatients building at Canberra Hospital 

 Secure Mental Health Unit 

 Canberra Hospital, ED expansion 

 Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm 

 New Calvary Hospital upgrades begin 

 University of Canberra Public Hospital 

 Weston and Gungahlin nurse-led walk-in centres 

 New bulk billing GP clinics in Tuggeranong and Molonglo Valley 

 Centenary Hospital for Women and Children stage three 

 New Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health Service community health centre 

 New City Community Health Centre 

 Surgical Procedures Interventional Radiology and Emergency (SPIRE) Centre  

 New and expanded Northside hospital facilities 

    

 

   

http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/centenary-hospital-for-women-and-children
http://www.health.act.gov.au/consumers/health-infrastructure-program/completed-projects/tuggeranong-community-health-centre


   

   

    

   

    

    

 


