


The Labor Government’s Affordable Housing Action Plan makes 
sure Canberra remains one of Australia’s most affordable cities. 
Canberra is an inclusive, welcoming city, and the Barr Labor 
Government will make sure we remain an affordable place to 
live, particularly for the vulnerable in our community.  

As well as being Australia’s best city to live in, Canberra is one of the more affordable to own a house. ACT 
homeowners pay less than 20 per cent of their income on mortgage repayments – well below the national 
average of 30 per cent. 
 
To remain an inclusive city, the Barr Labor Government will keep working to make sure we remain an 
affordable place to live for the vulnerable in our community, and for households in the bottom 40 per cent of 
income earners. 
 
The government’s Affordable Housing Action Plan is built on the Canberra community’s long-standing 
commitment to providing quality housing for all – especially the vulnerable. 
 
The ACT has the highest proportion of social housing in Australia with 30 social housing homes for every 
1,000 people, almost double the national average of just 17. 
 
The Barr Labor Government has committed over $354 million on homelessness-related services in the 2016-
17 Budget - more than 6.5% of the government's total spending. 
 
We’re renewing 1,288 public housing properties over the next four years. This will replace around 11% of our 
public housing portfolio – the oldest, coldest, hardest to live in – and replace them with modern homes that 
suit the needs of our tenants. 
 
The Barr Labor Government has kept housing affordable by with a strong supply of new homes. We have: 

o released more than 33,000 residential sites since 2006-07; 
o committed to releasing another 17,000 dwelling sites over the next four years with 20 per cent of 

blocks across new estates reserved for affordable housing; and 
o entered into over 1,800 land rent contracts which have substantially lowered the barriers to home 

ownership. 
 

The Barr Labor Government has led the nation in tax reform to make buying a house cheaper. We’re cutting 
stamp duty – the tax paid when buying a house. And we’re targeting the most affordable homes first, cut tax 
on cheaper properties faster than expensive properties. 
                                 

The Barr Labor Government has cut stamp duty on a $300,000 purchase by 43%, saving homebuyers 

around $4,000. On an $800,000 purchase, we’ve cut stamp duty by 23% - around $8,500. 
  
Insurance taxes, which make housing costs like home and contents insurance more expensive, are now 
fully phased out, saving households hundreds of dollars a year. 
 
In the 2016-17 Budget, the Barr Labor Government introduced the Disability Duty Concession Scheme. 
The Scheme cuts conveyance duty on the purchase of a home for a person receiving a National Disability 
Insurance Scheme individualised funding package. The Labor Government knows how important long-
term, stable housing is for people with a disability, and this Scheme helps make it possible. 
 
The Labor Government knows households among the bottom 40 per cent of income earners 
still face housing challenges in Canberra, sometimes paying more than 30 per cent of their 
income on housing.  
 
 



We’re targeting our assistance at household in these circumstances, with programs in place 
or development like: 
o introducing a homeshare program through Communities@Work to provide accommodation for low-

income singles or students and support older people to remain in their homes; 
o accommodation services for the elderly or frail homeless or older people at risk of homelessness; 
o developing a program to increase tenancy and clinical support for tenants with a mental illness; 
o introducing a Youth Foyer mode, linking youth housing with employment and training opportunities; 
o providing of a loan facility to Community Housing Canberra to deliver affordable properties for rental 

and purchase. This has seen construction of 401 affordable rental homes for singles and families 
earning between $30,200 and $53,000 so far; 

o shared equity schemes for tenants in public housing to enable affordable and progressive home 
purchase; and 

o deferring conveyance duty and land payment for first home buyers. 


