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Local Community Clubs to benefit under Labor’s tax back plan 

Local community clubs are set to benefit from tax reforms under a re-elected ACT Labor 
government. 

ACT Labor has always recognised that Canberra’s community clubs make a unique contribution to 
the economic and social fabric of our city.  The reforms will target those community clubs that are 
defined as small and medium sized, which is those clubs and/or groups with less than $4m of gaming 
revenue. 

“ACT Labor has listened to our community clubs, and today we are pleased to announce a range of 
reforms to help small to medium clubs continue to serve the Canberra community,” Minister for 
Racing and Gaming Mick Gentleman said. 

“Just as we help small businesses with tax concessions, we’ll use these reforms to create a level 
playing field where smaller clubs remain viable and competitive. 

“We’ll help those clubs move their operations out of gaming, so they can be viable long-term and 
reduce the number of gaming machines they operate.” 

The tax reform plan announced today aims to provide some tax relief to smaller and medium clubs. 
Those eligible for the package generate less than 20% of gaming revenue in the ACT.  From 2017-18, 
ACT Labor will:  

• Provide a Community Club Grant (CCG) of $10,000 to every small to medium club; and 
• Introduce a small and medium club gaming tax rebate to allow smaller clubs to retain 50 

percent of their gaming tax revenue to re-invest into their organisation.   

The small to medium clubs have actively engaged with ACT Labor to come up with some new 
ways that we can continue to provide support to the Canberra community clubs we love.   

“Rather than playing politics, the small to medium clubs sector has come to ACT Labor with a plan 
for a stronger clubs sector – designed to secure their future.  We have been pleased to have been 
able to work constructively with them, to deliver a practical plan to assist them, and through them, 
the whole community. 

“ACT Labor has listened to small and medium community clubs about their need for practical 
assistance and today we are pleased to announce a range of agreed reforms for small to medium 
clubs to do just that,” Minister Gentleman concluded. 

Please find attached the policy overview and examples of ACT Labor’s reforms for the small and 
medium clubs sector. 

Media Contact:   Hayden McGirr   0434 860 282 hayden.mcgirr@act.gov.au 
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Overview 
 Recognise and work with a specialist industry body representing the interests of 

small, medium and independent clubs. 

 Introduce a small and medium club gaming tax rebate1  so allowing the smaller 
clubs to retain more of their gaming revenue to reinvest in their organisation.  This 
would provide an annual 50 percent refund on their gaming taxes on up to $4 
million of gaming revenue. Where there is no gaming revenue liability, relief on 
other taxes or provide cash grants so as to provide small clubs an opportunity to 
further diversify away from gaming revenue. 

 Review the proposed phase 2 reduction of machines regulations to ensure 
small and medium clubs are not unfairly impacted. 

 Should the casino application process be successful – following an extensive 
public interest test – a requirement for the Casino to purchase a certain number 
of entitlements from smaller and medium clubs.   

 Ensure competitive neutrality between clubs and the casino concerning poker 
machine and other gaming regulation effecting gaming machines. 

 Recognise the special contributions that ethnic based clubs make to the 
Canberra community and the cultural life of Canberra. We will target 
multicultural grants so community clubs can continue to be the centre of their 
communities and promote cultural diversity. 

 Recognise the economic activity of cultural festivals and work with small and 
medium clubs to assist in their success. 

 Initiate a review of regulatory arrangements (including land and water rates) that 
impact on the ability of small and medium  clubs to improve their operations and 
diversify their businesses. 

 Establish a new small clubs liaison role to work with and assist clubs with 
regulatory and administrative issues confronting the sector. 

 Ease the administrative burden on local community clubs by allowing quarterly 
tax lodgements for small clubs– parallel with the BAS system which has large 
taxpayers paying more often and small business lodging and paying each quarter. 

 Review the LVC system for small clubs to allow for greater waiver options if land 
is used for suitable community purposes and/or for diversification of the 
business. 

 Adjust liquor licensing fees to reflect risk, including trading times, especially for 
clubs that close early. 

 Conduct a review of Clubs’ harm minimisation strategy to examine if current 
approaches are appropriate and effective.  
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How local community clubs will benefit from ACT Labor’s plan 
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Supporting Local Community Clubs - Financial Implications: 

 
2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 Total 

Revenue -1,100 -1,100 -1,100 -1,100 -4,400 
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