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Survey Summary
Survey results have begun to address a significant gap in our 
knowledge about Canadian university and college early learning 
laboratory schools. There is, as evidenced by survey results, 
wide variation in the size, governance, funding and staffing 
of lab schools across Canada. From the perspective of survey 
informants, just like other academic laboratories (e.g., nursing 
and computer science), investment in lab schools is necessary 
to enhance its mission. In this way, the reputation of the lab 
school, the academic program and recognition of faculty who 
liaison between the program and the lab school as leaders in the 
practice of professional knowledge is enhanced. 

Survey informants reinforced that lab schools are needed 
for an emerging Canadian ECEC discipline and profession. 
However, they recognize that they need to make their mission 
and successes more visible and understandable to their own 
institutional settings and, more broadly, to the public. All survey 
informants communicated great confidence and an eagerness 
to take on these challenges to sustain their early learning lab 
school for future generations of children, families, students, 
faculty, researchers, communities and the ECEC field.
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If it happens to you, it happens to us.
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