
 

 

Five things you need to know about the 2015 Budget 
1. The Abbott Government still wants to axe Gonski  

In last year’s Budget the Abbott Government announced it would not honour the last two years 
of the Gonski agreements with States and Territories in 2018 and 2019. This year’s Budget has 
failed to reverse that decision or to introduce any new measures for funding schools. 
 
Introduced in 2014, the Gonski agreements are designed to ensure, for the first time, that 
schools are funded according to the needs of students. Failing to deliver Gonski in full will 
remove funding from disadvantaged schools and will mean that many will never reach minimum 
resource standards. 
 
The total amount of funding schools will miss out on due to the decision not to fund 
Gonski in 2018 and 2019 is $3.8 billion – the equivalent of 20,000 extra educators in 
public schools alone. 
 

2. Schools will miss out on vital resources 

Around the country, only one-third of the needs-based Gonski funding will be delivered by 2017. 
So by getting rid of Gonski, the Federal Government will be denying vital resources already 
promised to schools. 
This will particularly affect schools in NSW, South Australia, Victoria, Tasmania and the ACT 
that have signed six year Gonski funding agreements with the Commonwealth. In Victoria the 
State Government is yet to commit to funding its share of the last two years, and in Tasmania 
the State Government has introduced its own cuts to schools. 
That will limit efforts to improve the education children receive through initiatives such as: 
reducing class sizes, expanding literacy and numeracy programs and increasing the 
individual support for students at risk of falling behind. 
 

3. Public schools will be worst affected 
Because the Gonski funding arrangements are based on the needs of students, public schools 
are due to receive over 80 per cent of the additional funding. Some schools have already begun 
investing the money in programs to get better results for students. We need certainty of funding 
so that students most in need, such as those from disadvantaged backgrounds, indigenous 
students and students with disability continue to receive this vital support. 

 

 



 

 

4. Students with disability miss out again 
 
Prior to the election the Coalition promised to increase Gonski funding for students with 
disability in 2015. Both sides of politics accepted that the current funding levels were totally 
inappropriate and a large number of students with disability were not getting the support they 
required. Unfortunately, there has been no boost in funding for students with disability in either 
the 2014 Budget or this year’s, which means over 100,000 students are still failing to get any 
funded support at school. 

The National Data Collection for students with disability will be completed this year but there is 
no guarantee that this will deliver the increase in resources schools need to properly educate 
students with disability. 

5. Without Gonski schools face cuts 

Under the Abbott plan, schools will not receive the promised Gonski funding after 2017. Instead 
they will receive increases based on the Consumer Price Index (around 2.5 per cent a year). 
That is half of what the current rate of indexation is and not enough to even cover rising costs, 
let alone provide schools with the additional resources they need. This measure will affect all 
schools. We need to act now to stop Gonski being axed 

Convincing the Abbott Government that it has made the wrong decision on Gonski will require 
parents, teachers and principals to work together. We know that schools are already using 
Gonski funding to make a difference for students. We have to let the Abbott Government know 
we need the resources for all our children to get a high quality education. 
 

Please visit the Act Now page of the Gonski website 
(www.igiveagonski.com.au) to find out what you can do to support 
the campaign. 
 

Please also pass on a copy of this fact sheet to your friends and colleagues and ask them to 
register their support for Gonski on the campaign website. 

  www.facebook.com/igiveagonski           www.twitter/igiveagonski 
 

http://www.igiveagonski.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/igiveagonski
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