
 

HOW GONSKI WORKS 

Gonski schools funding is based on the principle 
that every child should have the same chance to 
receive a high quality education. 

It recognises that not all schools have the resources 
they need and what students can achieve suffers as 
a result. 

The NSW and Federal Governments signed a six-
year Gonski agreement, beginning in 2014, to 
deliver the additional funding NSW schools need.  

At the end of the six years, every school in NSW 
should be at the point where it has the resources 
needed to educate every child to a high level. 

Schools are now starting to receive Gonski funding 
with the largest increases going to schools where 
students’ needs are greatest. 

GONSKI IS ALREADY LIFTING 
STUDENT OUTCOMES 

Gonski funding is already working to lift results and 
assist students who have been missing out. 

NSW schools have been able to provide: 

• Smaller class sizes 
• Extra literacy and numeracy programs 
• Speech therapists and psychologists 
• More in-class support for students who are 

struggling 
• More assistance for students with disability, 

learning difficulties or behavioural issues 
• Better training and support for teachers 

 

Education Minister Adrian Piccoli says Gonski has 
already been “absolutely phenomenal” in NSW. 

 

 

THE THREAT TO GONSKI 

Unfortunately, the Federal Government is refusing 
to honour the NSW Gonski agreement in full.  

If that position doesn’t change, it will mean a cut of 
$1.2 billion – the equivalent of four fewer teachers 
for every public school. 

The NSW Coalition Government is calling the cut a 
“breach of faith with all school students” that will hit 
hardest the most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
students and limit the roll-out of new literacy and 
numeracy programs. 

WHY WE NEED THE FULL SIX 
YEARS OF GONSKI 

Gonski funding is getting results in NSW. But 
schools need the full amount so they can educate 
every child to a high standard. 

We cannot allow the situation to continue where 
some NSW children are educated in schools that 
have the right resources while others are being held 
back by inadequate funding. 

Schools need the certainty of knowing the plans 
they have in place to use the additional resources 
to help lift student achievement can be followed 
through on. 

As the Gonski Review found, investing in education 
and helping students overcome disadvantage is a 
strategy that pays off: it pays off for individuals 
through higher achievement levels, better job 
prospects and life outcomes and it pays off for 
Australia through a more highly educated and 
productive workforce. 

We need all politicians to support this once-in-
a-generation investment in the education of our 
children. 

GONSKI IS GETTING RESULTS IN 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

     

  


