
 

HOW GONSKI WORKS 

Gonski schools funding is based on the principle   
that every child should have the same chance to 
receive a high quality education. 

It recognises that not all schools have the resources 
they need and what students can achieve suffers as 
a result. 

The SA and Federal Governments signed a six year 
Gonski agreement, beginning in 2014, to deliver the 
additional funding SA schools need. 

Extra Gonski funding in South Australia is starting 
to go to individual schools, calculated according to 
student population and need. 

That means schools in regional areas, with high 
numbers of students from poor households, with 
disabilities or learning difficulties, with English as a 
second language, and Aboriginal students are 
getting the biggest increases in funding. 

GONSKI IS ALREADY LIFTING 
STUDENT OUTCOMES 

Gonski funding is already working to lift results and 
assist students who have been missing out. 

Schools have been able to provide: 

• Smaller class sizes 
• Extra literacy and numeracy programs 
• Speech therapists and psychologists 
• More in-class support for struggling 

students 
• More assistance for students with 

disability, learning difficulties or 
behavioural issues 

• Better training and support for teachers 
 

 

THE THREAT TO GONSKI 

Unfortunately, the Federal Government is refusing 
to honour the signed SA Gonski agreement in full. 

The Federal Government plans to abandon the last 
two years of the agreement – the time when most of 
the required funding is to be delivered. 

The South Australian Government will keep its end 
of the bargain but the Federal Government’s 
decision will cut $335 million from schools in 2018 
and 2019 – the equivalent of nearly 3,000 much-
needed teachers. 

Literacy and numeracy programs will be affected, 
along with support for students with special needs. 
Special programs to assist secondary students in 
planning for further study after school and a career 
will also not be funded. 

WHY WE NEED THE FULL SIX 
YEARS OF GONSKI 

Gonski has made a great start in South Australia. 
But it is only when schools get the full amount of 
funding that they will all have the resources to 
educate every child to a high standard. 

We cannot allow the situation to continue where 
some SA children are educated in schools that 
have the right resources while others are held back 
by a lack of funding. 

Schools need the certainty of knowing the plans 
they have in place to use the additional funding to 
lift student achievement and make sure no child 
misses out can be carried out in full. 

We need all politicians to support this once-in-
a-generation investment in the education of our 
children. 

GONSKI IS GETTING RESULTS IN 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

  


