
 

The Coalition and Gonski 

The Coalition has never fully embraced the findings of the Gonski Review or its 
recommendations for more equitable funding arrangements for Australian schools.  

2012 

The Coalition dismissed the findings of the Gonski Review within an hour of its release, saying it 
disagreed with the conclusion that the current system was broken and inequitable and children 
across Australia were missing out on the education they needed. 

Opposition Education spokesman Christopher Pyne said the Gonski model was “unworkable, 
complex and grotesquely expensive” and its implementation would lead to school closures and 
fee increases. 

August 2013 

The Coalition maintained its hardline opposition to Gonski until two days before the election was 
called in August 2013. 

At that point Opposition leader Tony Abbott said the Coalition would honour the Gonski 
agreements made. 

“So, we will honour the agreements that Labor has entered into. We will match the offers 
that Labor has made. We will make sure that no school is worse off.”  

Tony Abbott 2 August 2013 

However, Mr Abbott refused to provide the full six years funding under the signed agreements, 
instead committing to less than one third, with the money running out in mid 2017. 

November 2013 

After two months in office, the Abbott Government announced the Gonski model was 
“inequitable and utterly incomprehensible” and could not be implemented. It said all the 
agreements would be ripped up and a new system would be introduced. WA, NT and QLD, that 
had not signed Gonski agreements, would get one year of Gonski funding. 

However, after a huge public backlash this decision was partially reversed within a week. 

Funding for Gonski agreements was committed to until the middle of 2017. WA, NT and QLD 
got federal funding until that date. But Mr Abbott made it clear that money was given with none 
of the requirements that had applied under Labor: the governments did not have to match   >> 



 

 

 

the funding or even distribute it to schools. Even those states with agreements did not have to 
abide by them, he said. 

2014 

It is vitally important that we continue the campaign to ensure every child in Australia benefits 
from the Gonski funding. 

We need to: 

 Ensure that QLD, WA and the NT distribute the Gonski funding to schools and contribute 

their own share 

 Get the Abbott Government to honour the full six year Gonski agreements rather than 

providing less than one third of the money 

 Make sure the Abbott Government also honours its commitment to provide the additional 
Gonski money for students with disabilities which is due to start in 2015. 

 

Help achieve these goals by registering your  

support today: www.igiveagonski.com.au 
 

  www.facebook.com/igiveagonski       www.twitter/igiveagonski               
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