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It’s time for Labor to take a humane approach
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Seeking asylum is not illegal
Australia is a signatory to the 1951 
United Nations Refugee Convention, 
which makes it clear that it is not illegal 
to seek asylum, whether arriving by 
plane or boat. There is no Australian 
law which makes it illegal to do so.
Australian policy is unique
We are the only country in the world to 
lock up asylum seekers elsewhere in 
Third World countries such as PNG and 
Nauru.
We are not being swamped
The official quota since the September 
2013 election represents just one 
refugee for every 1,700 Australians. The 
number of refugees in a full house at 
Bruce Stadium (capacity 25,000) would 
total just 15 people more.

Australia is not especially generous
In 2014 on a per capita basis we were 
ranked 62nd and on a GDP basis 74th 
for hosting refugees.
Australian policy is more expensive 
than a humane alternative
The Australian Churches Refugee Task-
force calculated that these detention 
policies cost at least $3.5 billion annu-
ally. The way we used to do it was both 
humane and very much cheaper.
We used to do it differently
In the 1970s and 1980s we accepted 
112,000 refugees from Indochina. 
There was no system of mandatory 
detention. Asylum seekers' claims were 
processed in Malaysia and neighbour-
ing countries, preventing loss of life at 
sea. Why can't we do the same now?

Did you know...
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Labor Must Change its Refugee Policy
Over many years we have been bitterly disappointed that Labor, while in 
government, has introduced and supported a system of mandatory 
detention in which asylum seekers who have broken no law and been 
charged with no crime have been locked behind razor wire with no limit on 
their detention. We have been shocked that Labor re-opened the Howard 
government’s “Pacific Solution” in which the horrors and trauma of Manus 
Island and Nauru are inflicted on people already traumatised by their 
experiences.

There is a humane and rational alternative to these cruel policies, and that is 
for Australia to fairly and rapidly process asylum seeker applications in the 
region and provide successful applicants with safe passage to Australia, just 
as we did in the resettlement of Indochinese refugees in the 1970s and 1980s.

At the upcoming Labor National Conference in late July, delegates will be 
deciding on, among other things, a platform which will bind a future Labor 
government on asylum seeker and refugee policy. Join community, 
faith-based, Labor and union groups in the leadup to the conference to call 
on delegates to adopt a humane solution. It's time for Labor to stand up for 
the rights of refugees.


