
                 Sub-Branch New Educator Contact Officer 
 
New Educators (teachers in their first three years of service) represent a significant portion of 
Branch membership, yet this may not always be reflected in the composition of Sub-Branch 
Executives, Branch Executive or Branch Council. 
 
In 2009, the AEU-ACT Branch Executive approved the proposal by the AEU-ACT Branch office to 
call for the nomination of a New Educator Contact Officer (NECO) in each workplace from 2010. 
The NECO can ensure that information about, and action around, issues of specific relevance to 
New Educators are given priority and communicated to the relevant members. The NECO role also 
provides a great development opportunity for New Educators to become more involved in the union 
at their local Sub-Branch level and beyond. 
 
What is the role of the New Educator Contact Officer?  
The role of the NECO is not a laborious one. You will have available to you at all times the support 
of AEU-ACT Branch Organiser Glenn Fowler.  
As the NECO, you may choose to be involved in a range of activities, including: 

 Discussing with New Educators the benefits of union membership with the aim of increasing 
membership density. 

 Attending the AEU’s annual New Educator Seminar (half-day or full-day) and encouraging 
other New Educators at your workplace to attend. (Note that New Educators are allocated 
support days in order to attend under the Enterprise Agreement.) 

 Reporting to members in your workplace issues of relevance to New Educators. 

 Ensuring that all New Educators at your school complete the annual online New Educator 
Survey, which provides information to underpin local and federal union campaigns.  

 Distributing and highlighting information and relevant materials supplied to you by the AEU 
office. 

 Becoming a member of your Sub-Branch Executive or Council to ensure the views of New 
Educators are heard.  

 Nominating to be involved in any interstate strategic meetings or lobbying opportunities that 
may arise within the union movement. 

 
Who can nominate for New Educator Contact Officer? 
Any New Educator who is a financial member of the AEU-ACT Branch may nominate.  
 
How do I nominate? 
Nomination forms are sent to sub-branches at the beginning of each school year (along with the 
Sub-Branch Executive and Council nomination forms). Complete the nomination form and return it 
to the AEU Office by the end of the third week of February. 
 
OR after this time - If your sub-branch doesn't have a NECO you can nominate at any time to fill this 
position. If you are not sure if your worksite has a NECO, contact Glenn Fowler at the AEU Office on 
6272 7900 or go to the AEU website for the current list of Sub-Branch Reps: 
http://www.aeuact.asn.au/member-groups/sub-branch-reps.html  
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