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Alberta is experiencing an erosion of civility and a rise in political hate speech, particularly directed 
at women. 
  
Public figures have been targeted for online harassment, been subject to threats, faced abusive 
language, bullying, and even symbolically been used for target practice. 
  
These tactics of hate are used as an attempt to silence many voices — voices that need to be heard if 
we are going to build a better, more inclusive Alberta. We cannot allow women’s voices to be 
silenced in this way.  
  
Many are willing to tolerate and give cover to those who target women with threats of violence. 
They offer excuses, or try to define misogynistic behaviour as 'just a joke.' But these are not jokes, 
they fuel hate, and hatred often leads to violence. 
  
In the United Kingdom, overheated hate speech helped motivate the murder of 41-year-old Labour 
MP Jo Cox. 
  
Nationalists and xenophobes painted a target on the young politician. They used violent language to 
dehumanize her. They provided a motive for her murder. 
  
In Alberta, similar groups are increasingly using hate speech to put the crosshairs on women in 
politics, including using the image of Premier Notley as a target at a golf course. 
  
When toxic rhetoric and behavior like this becomes normalized, it allows extremists to dehumanize 
women who don’t agree with them on political matters, helping them justify their deranged actions. 
  
In short, violent speech begets violent acts. 
  
In Alberta, the current targets of the most unacceptable forms of speech are mostly members of the 
governing New Democratic Party, but have previously included Conservatives such as former 
premier Alison Redford. 
  
Although the perpetrators of this kind of hate speech include those on all sides of the political 
spectrum, it is undeniable that the vast majority of them are on the right wing. Even when the 
targets of this treatment were Conservatives, the majority of those using violent and gendered 
threats were on the far right. 
Unless leaders on the political right take this seriously, work to elevate the discourse, and to combat 
the extremists in their own ranks, they will be morally responsible for the actions of their supporters. 
  



 
 
 
The legal system must be brought to bear with its full power to prosecute those who are working to 
incite violence against women in politics. 
  
Alberta has laws against uttering threats and against the incitement of hatred, and these must be 
enforced fully. 
   
The Alberta Federation of Labour calls on the RCMP to investigate threats targeting public figures, 
to take these threats seriously, and to bring charges against those who are creating an environment in 
which extremists take up arms.  
  
There is no place for violent language in politics. There's no place for using intimidation tactics in an 
attempt to silence women in our political discourse. 
  
It takes courage for anyone to put themselves on the political stage. For women, who face 
demeaning, threatening, and dangerous rhetoric, taking on a public role becomes particularly 
intimidating. This toxic environment threatens to silence a generation of women leaders.  
  
We can — and we must — work as a province to do better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


