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Complete copy of the documents obtained by Freedom of Information request can be found here: 
 
Key excerpts with author’s highlights: 
 
“Feel free to reach out the next time around, and I may have more time to review Fraser’s methodologies. I 
agree, it’s a bit complex for us to address, and in the end it might feel analogous to using a full psychiatric 
assessment to challenge a personality test someone took on Facebook.” – Page 1 
 
“To date, we have explained to the media that the Fraser report is highly inaccurate…” – Page 1 
 
“The CIHI report provides the most comparable information, but there are still differences between what the 
provinces report…The least valuable is definitely the Fraser Institute report. It’s based on a voluntary survey with 
a really low report rate.” – Page 9 
 
“I (and others) have significant concerns with the Fraser Institute’s methodology and we typically haven’t spent 
very long helping them so that they could justify their results.” – Page 11 
 
“Ack. The terminal has CBC news network on and they just covered the report. Can’t hear the TV though. I [sic] 
guess it’s already public. I wish the Fraser Inst had an embargo period or at least advance notice of the release 
date. Actually, if I’m wishing things, I wish they didn’t publish poor quality low response survey data as factual 
information. Sigh.” – Page 21 
 
“Here’s a link to the short article I mentioned that summarizes the issues with the Fraser Institute’s 
methodology for their annual wait times report. 
https://www.longwoods.com/content/22719 
It’s from 2011 but it’s still relevant. It’s a great short read that really caught my attention as it points out just 
how horrible their methodology is.” – Page 23 
 
“The Fraser report is based on an opinion survey for physicians where they are asked for their best estimate or 
recollection of wait times. It’s difficult, and maybe inappropriate, to compare these results across provinces, and 
to the statistics AHS release to the public every quarter.” – Page 35 
 
“Seems gov has handled this. According to the reporter gov used stronger language that what we would have 
used concerning methods used by the Fraser Institute in producing these reports. Basically saying they are junk 
and pointing report to the Wait Time information page on AH website for accurate information.” – Page 41 
 
“I have someone in DIMR working on these numbers. 
She also said that there is general consensus among the other provinces not to validate the data as it is so 
skewed.” – Page 67 
 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/afl/pages/5225/attachments/original/1575313371/2019-G-0155_AHS_FOIP_on_Fraser_Institute.pdf?1575313371
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