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Growth in Full-Time Positions Still Relatively Stagnant 
 
Alberta's latest jobs numbers show sluggish growth where it matters – creation of full-time jobs. 
 
Between September and October 2010, Alberta gained just 3,000 full-time jobs compared to 14,000 part-time 
jobs. The employment side of the “economic recovery” is almost exclusively in part-time positions. 
 
In the last two years (October 2008 to October 2010), Alberta has dropped 51,000 full-time jobs and added 
34,000 part-time jobs.  
 
Meanwhile the size of the labour force is growing, from 2.116 million people in October 2008 to 2.150 people in 
October 2010. Alberta's growing labour force is being pushed into part-time, less-secure, and lower-paying jobs. 

 
The Case for Stimulus Persists: Where Are the Jobs? 
 
Alberta's stubborn inability to create full-time jobs makes the ongoing case for maintaining government 
investment – not pursuing austerity. Infrastructure and public service investments create good jobs – which in 
turn allow consumption to increase and spur the private sector.  

 
Social Assistance: Wilful ignorance and Poor Planning Persist 
 
Social Assistance caseloads have ballooned in Alberta, though this fact has gone almost entirely unreported in 
the media. Caseloads increased by over 10,000 so far in 2010 over 2009 levels. However, government continues 
to underfund social assistance programs, and targets those areas for further reductions.  
 

 In Budget 2009, government projected spending $361 million on income support. Income support 
caseloads grew by more than 10,000 in 2009 to just over 30,000. Government actually spent $490 
million in 2009. 

 Government budgeted just $449 million for income support in 2010 – $40 million less than their 2009 
expenditures. But so far in 2010, income support caseloads have already grown by 10,000 over 2009 
levels.  

 Income Support caseloads are up 45% since September 2008, when the recession began to take hold. 
 
The reality is Alberta has an income support crisis on its hands because we have a jobs crisis. Whether the 
unemployed are exhausting their EI benefits, or, as is often the case in Alberta, not EI-eligible in the first place, 
people are having to turn to income support in record numbers.  

 

Commodity Prices – Crude Oil, Natural Gas & Crude Bitumen 
 
The U.S. Energy Information Administration reported Nov. 9, 2010 that it is projecting the spot price for West 



Texas Intermediate crude oil to average US$83 per barrel for the rest of the fiscal year.1 
 
In Budget 2010, Alberta forecast WTI at US$78.75 for this fiscal year. Thus far (April-September 2010), WTI has 
averaged US$77.2 
 
Natural gas prices were forecast at $4.25/GJ in Budget 2010. April- August 2010 prices averaged $3.36/GJ. 
However, Alberta's natural gas reference prices always dip in spring/summer and rebound in fall/winter.  
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, natural gas futures are forecast to be up by about 10% 
through 2011. 
 
Bitumen prices are up from the Department of Finance's Budget 2010 forecasts. The forecast was C$56.38/bbl. 
Bitumen has averaged $57.57 April-August 2010.3 

 

Private Sector Forecasts on Alberta's 2011 Economic Growth 
 
Scotiabank is forecasting that Alberta's 2011 GDP growth will lead the country at 3.5%.4  
 
In September 2010, RBC also predicted 3.5% growth for Alberta 2011.5 
 
CIBC World Markets similarly predicts that Alberta will lead the country in 2011 in economic growth, forecasting 
4.1%.6 

 

Land Sales: Key Indicators of Future Oil and Gas Activity 
 
Thus far in the 2010-11 fiscal year, land sales to companies intending to use Crown Land for oil/natural 
gas/oilsands exploration, development, and production have been brisk. 
 
Land sales since April 2010 have numbered 4,756, with at least 4 publicly posted sales left in the 2010-11 fiscal 
year. For context, 2009's land sales were 4,564; 2008 land sales were 6,139.7  

 
Alberta has already made $2.1 billion from land sales, when the forecast for the entire fiscal year was just $630 
million. 
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