
 

 
 
 
September 3, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Erin O’Toole 
Leader of the Conservative Party of Canada 
130 Albert St #1720 
Ottawa, ON K1P 5G4 
Erin.OToole@conservative.ca 
 
RE: Alberta workers in the Federal Election 
 
Mr. O’Toole; 
 
I write to inform you that, despite your soothing words about unions on the campaign trail, 
the Alberta labour movement has not forgotten the anti-union, anti-worker policies of the 
Conservative Party of Canada, which you lead.  We hear your words and view your promises 
for what they are: window dressing to hide Conservative policies in order to gain votes.  
Your personal track record on votes as a Member of Parliament and your tacit approval of 
the policies of the Jason Kenney government here in Alberta confirm to us that the 
Conservative Party is no friend of working people.  As Leader, you seem unwilling or unable 
to change this stance. 
 
One of your campaign promises is to “give workers a seat at the table” for large federally 
regulated industries.  In the past, you’ve said, “Organized labour helps build strong 
communities”, but your promises and platitudes are meaningless when the Conservative 
Party has policies that undermine unions – those same policies championed by Premier 
Jason Kenney in order to divide, defund, and defang Alberta’s labour movement. 
 
Jason Kenney passed Bill 32 in 2020.  This legislation brought big government intrusion into 
unions’ internal affairs by disrupting how unions choose to allocate dues.  Jason Kenney’s 
goal is to interfere in unions’ robust system of internal democracy by undermining leadership 
and workers’ decisions to engage in political activism. 
 
The Conservative Party of Canada’s policies on unions and the labour movement are exactly 
the same as Jason Kenney.  The Conservative Party of Canada believes that union dues for 
political action should be optional, despite union members democratically electing leadership 
and participating in decision making.  The goal of this is the same for the Conservative Party 
of Canada as it is for Jason Kenney: to get unions out of activism so that employers can 
more freely reduce wages, benefits and working conditions. 
 
If you truly believed in unions and the labour movement, then you would have tried to 
change the policies of the party you lead; you would have denounced Jason Kenney.  To 
date, you have not. 
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As a Member of Parliament, you voted in favour of Bill C-377, which would have required 
unions to disclose financial information (including strike funds) in painful detail, and Bill C-
525, which would have made it more difficult for workers to unionize.  So far, you have 
refused to explain your support of these Conservative anti-union bills. 
 
Union members and labour movement activists know that by working together, we are 
stronger and we build more resilient and prosperous communities.  Unions are a pathway to 
better jobs, higher wages, and safer workplaces across Canada.  Through political action, 
unions give voice to workers – all workers – to counterbalance the power of the Bay Street 
corporate elite. 
 
Your silence is deafening, Mr. O’Toole.  You’ve been silent on the anti-union, anti-worker 
policies of Jason Kenney, you’ve been silent on your support of anti-worker legislation and 
you’ve been silent on policies of the Conservative Party of Canada.  We simply cannot 
square your silence with your recent kind words about unions. 
 
The Alberta Federation of Labour will recommend to its members that they do not vote for 
the Conservatives in the federal election, just as we’ll recommend that they do not vote for 
Jason Kenney in the next provincial election.  A vote for the Conservative Party of Canada 
or the United Conservative Party is a vote against the interests of working people.  The 
parties share policies and ideas that are fundamentally anti-worker and anti-union with the 
same goals of reducing wages, benefits and working conditions.  We will encourage all 
Albertans to remember this on election day. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Gil McGowan 
President 
Alberta Federation of Labour 


