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Alberta’s poor safety rules for transporting farm workers 
 

Recommendation #1: End the Exemption for Riding in Back of Trucks 
  

In Alberta, farm workers are allowed to ride in the backs of pickup trucks and larger trucks up to the size of a 
gravel truck. Farm worker transportation is exempt from the normal rules of the road under Section 85 of the 
Alberta Traffic Safety Act/ Rules of the Road Regulation. 
 
No one else, except dogs, is allowed to ride in the back of a pickup truck in Alberta. 
 

Recommendation #2: Ban the use of 15-passenger vans for transporting farm workers or 
anyone else 
 

Fifteen-passenger vans are banned entirely in Nova Scotia but are legal in Alberta. They are often used for 
transporting farm workers.  
 
On February 6, 2012, 11 migrant farm workers were killed when the 15-passenger van they were riding in 
crashed near Perth, Ontario.  
 
Fifteen-passenger vans have been banned for use by some school boards in Canada. In Alberta, school 
boards no longer insure the vans. The U.S. government has banned their use for transportation of school 
children. 
 
It is legal to transport more than 10 people in these vans in Alberta, though research shows they are three 
times more likely to roll over when carrying more than 10 passengers.  
 
Dubbed “death traps on wheels” by safety experts in the U.S., 15-passenger vans have been responsible for 
some of Canada’s worst traffic fatalities, including the death of seven high-school students and their coach in 
Bathurst, New Brunswick.  
 
However, 15-passenger vans continue to be used as cheap transportation for farm workers.  
 

Recommendation #3: Outlaw vans that have been modified below acceptable safety standards 
 
In March 2007, a van carrying farm workers overturned on a stretch of highway in Abbotsford, B.C. Of the 17 
people on board, three died and the others suffered injuries. The RCMP said the van, which was built to 
carry 10 passengers, had been modified and had the original seats replaced with wooden benches. Not all of 
the passengers were wearing seatbelts.  



  

Vehicles modified before 2012 are still legal on Alberta roads. The modifications of the van involved in the 
Abbotsford fatalities are legal in Alberta.  
 

Recommendation #4: Give farm workers the same rights as all other Albertans – include 
farm workers under Employment Standards and Occupational Health and Safety rules 
 
Premier Alison Redford promised during the PC leadership race that she would implement the 
recommendations of a provincial judge and include farm workers under the Employment Standards and 
Occupational Health and Safety Acts. This would allow farm workers to refuse unsafe work, give them a right 
to overtime and vacation pay, allow inspections on large industrial farming operations, and ensure their 
transportation to and from worksites is covered under health and safety laws. 
 
QUOTE: Premier Redford on farm workers  
 

 “I will give Alberta Employment and Immigration greater regulatory powers (along with 
enhanced discretion) to protect temporary foreign workers and farm workers on 
commercial properties. They have gone without protection for too long. Both groups 
make major contributions to the province’s economy and they deserve the 
government’s support. I know we can accomplish this without impacting the 
profitability of the agricultural sector or businesses that employ temporary workers.”  
 

Alison Redford, response to Rocky Mountain Civil Liberties Association Survey, August 2011  
Source: http://www.rmcla.ca/Survey.html 

 
QUOTE: Judge Peter Barley, on workplace legislation 
 

“No logical explanation was given as to why paid employees on a farm are not covered by the same 
workplace legislation as non-farm employees.” 
 

Hon. Judge Peter Barley, in his report into the death of Kevan Chandler, Oct. 2008 
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