
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 28, 2022 
 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca 

Dear Prime Minister Trudeau, 

Re: Federal funding increase to provinces for publicly-delivered health care 

As the President of the Alberta Federation of Labour (AFL), representing over 170,000 
Alberta workers including tens of thousands of healthcare professionals, I am writing to raise 
serious concerns about federal funding for provincial health care through the Canada Health 
Transfer and the accessibility and quality of public health care. The AFL supports premiers 
across the country in their call on the federal government to increase health care 
contributions up to a share of 35% of costs. However, we strongly urge your government 
not to allocate these funds unconditionally. 

Current levels of federal funding for health care are insufficient to sustain growing care 
needs now and into the post-pandemic future. There will invariably be more additional costs 
associated with the pandemic, including “long COVID” care, mental health supports, and 
potential complications from deferred treatments during surges in hospitalization numbers. 
More investment in public health care is needed urgently and a significant boost to federal 
contributions are essential to meeting this growing need.  

However, it is clear there is an agenda being pushed by right wing political parties and 
lobbyists aligned with them to give more of our health-care service delivery to profit-seeking 
companies, rather than focus on achieving optimal access and outcomes within the public 
system. In Alberta, Jason Kenney’s UCP government and their allies consistently signal that 
public health care isn’t working, while at the same time advancing an austerity budget that 
undermines our public health care system.  

Service delivery can be improved and wait times reduced within the public system, but the 
UCP government’s implication that this can only be accomplished by paying public dollars 
to private companies demonstrates the extent to which their decisions and justification for 
them are driven by ideology, rather than the public interest. This is the worst time of any to 
rob the public health system of staff and resources. Our public health care system needs 
more capacity, and it is the job of our government to add that capacity, not erode it to satisfy 
investors in the private market. 

Let me be clear – Albertans do not trust Premier Jason Kenney and the UCP to have 
untethered control over our health care system. We know the current Alberta government 
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has a strong desire to use the pandemic as a cover to carve up our health services and give 
our public dollars to corporate shareholders. The majority of Albertans, like the majority of 
Canadians, believe that our health care should be funded and delivered publicly, as has 
always been intended by the Canada Health Act.  

Premier Kenney points to the number of hospital beds for private purchase available in the 
United States without any mention of the price tag. We know that private beds are of no use 
to those who can’t access them. Siphoning money into private clinics that duplicate services 
and reduce oversight is simply not in the interest of Albertans.  

We have already seen the consequences of many health services in Alberta being contracted 
to private companies, such as long-term care and homecare. Not only are profits skimmed 
from the wages of workers, but the quality of care is often lower, workplace conditions are 
often poor, and there is less public oversight. Alberta’s health care system has been impaired 
by the same people who now use that impairment as a means to drive their privatization 
agenda further.  

Now is the time for the federal government to step in with additional funding for health 
care. Increased capacity needs in our hospitals and community are urgent. Most importantly, 
we need that capacity to stay within publicly-funded, publicly-delivered services to ensure 
optimal access and efficiency of public dollars.  

Additionally, consideration of a national health workforce plan would also help to improve 
the longer-term sustainability of our health care system. Properly compensating health-care 
workers, improving portability of skills, reducing forced overtime and creating better overall 
working conditions would be significantly aided by an improved funding model. The federal 
government must do their part to ensure adequate resources are available and directed to 
increasing service capacity and infrastructure as part of a robust public health care system. 

I look forward to any updates in the coming days.  

Sincerely,  

       
Gil McGowan        
President, Alberta Federation of Labour 
 
Cc Jean-Yves Duclos, Federal Minister of Health, hcminister.ministresc@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Cc Honourable Jason Kenney, Premier of Alberta, premier@gov.ab.ca 
Cc Rachel Notley, Leader of the Official Opposition, edmonton.strathcona@assembly.ab.ca 
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