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April 19, 2012 
 
Dear Fellow Albertans: 

On April 23, vote for Medicare! 
 

As expected, Medicare has become the defining issue of the Alberta election campaign. 
 
Unfortunately, both front-running parties – the conservative PCs and the even more conservative Wildrose – 
have taken positions that have troubling implications for the future of our most cherished social program. 
 
The Conservatives, for example, have failed miserably to deal with the problem of seniors filling up beds in acute 
care hospitals. These “bed blockers,” who should really be in long-term facilities, are creating backlogs and 
waiting lists. 
 
During the last election, the Conservatives promised to address the problem by opening 1,500 new long-term- 
care beds. But there are now fewer beds in the long-term-care system than before, even though Alberta’s 
seniors’ population has grown dramatically. 
 
Premier Alison Redford’s solution?  Allow the operators of private extended care facilities to charge seniors and 
their families more – with no cap. In other words, she wants the private sector to “solve” the problem by 
charging patients more. 
 
Not to be outdone, the Wildrose says it will deal with waiting lists by using public funds as seed money to 
facilitate the growth corporate, for-profit care in Alberta. 
 
Based on the Conservative’s track record (they are the party that brought us Bill 11 and the Third Way) and 
Wildrose’s promises (Danielle Smith is on record saying that privatization is “inevitable”) it’s clear that neither of 
these parties can be trusted with the future of Medicare. 
 
So, if you believe in Medicare, on April 23 don’t vote for a party that has failed to delivery (the Conservatives) or 
a party that has promised to wreak havoc (the Wildrose). Instead, please vote for parties that actually believe in 
Medicare and will go to the wall to defend it. 
 
On Monday, vote for Medicare! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gil McGowan, President 
Alberta Federation of Labour 
 
 


