
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AFL PRES urges delegates to dream big – 
and to turn those dreams into reality 
 

President Gil McGowan opened 
this year’s Alberta Federation of 
Labour Convention with a 
rousing speech telling delegates 
and Albertans that there’s a 
better way in this provincial 
election: choosing an agenda 
that puts people and public 
services over short-term 
corporate interests. 
 
Premier Prentice and former 
Premier Redford are cut from the 
same cloth, said McGowan. 
“Both started out talking about 
protecting and enhancing 
public services, but when their 
budgets didn’t balance, it 

quickly became apparent that they’d rather throw quality public services under the bus than 
ask their corporate friends and benefactors to pay one penny more.” 
 
“So, thank you Jim, for showing us that you’re no different than your predecessor,” he said. 
“And thanks especially for doing so now, before an election.” 
 
McGowan went on to remind convention delegates of recent victories for the labour 
movement: “When the government took a shot at public-sector pensions, our members were 
mobilized, that some government MLAs literally locked their doors, closed their blinds and 
turned out their lights.” 
 
“We’ve built on this success with our Better Way Alberta campaign,” said McGowan. “If we 
want policies that defend the interests of working people instead of the interests of the 
wealthy, we can’t wait for politicians, we have to redefine the possible on our terms. That’s 
exactly the goal of the Better Way Campaign.”  
 
“We redefined the possible so that tax and royalty reform could be the issue that elects a new 
government in Alberta. And we will continue to put issues and policies on the public agenda 
that need to be on the agenda, for the sake of all working people. 
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Labour activists give one day  
for a better way 
This provincial election, the Alberta Federation of Labour is asking affiliates to make a difference 
by giving one day to a progressive campaign to build a better Alberta. The Alberta Federation 
of Labour knows that the values of labour are the values of Alberta. Now, affiliates are making 
sure that those values are reflected in our government.  
 
"We are in the midst of the biggest and most aggressive political action campaign the labour 
movement has mounted in Alberta," said Gil McGowan. "When we look at Alberta, we know 
that we can't sit idly by as this government continues to scapegoat working Albertans for the 
mess they created." 
 
To date, labour activists have knocked on more than 100,000 doors in ridings across the province 
and are increasing their efforts into the final stretch of the campaign. 
 
"By dropping leaflets, making phone calls, and knocking on doors, labour activists across the 
province will be the difference between winning and just coming close," said McGowan. "Giving 
one day is a simple idea, but it's a powerful idea: with enough labour 
activists coming together for one day, 
we can finally end the nearly 44 year 
PC dynasty and built a better future 
for Alberta." 
 
 

You can make a 
difference in  
the election! 
 
 
 

GIVE 
ONE 
DAY  

 
To Build a  
Better Alberta 
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Alberta Workers 
Rally for A Better 
Way 
 
More than 400 Albertans rallied in downtown 
Calgary on Thursday, reminding voters that they can 
vote for change.  
 
During the lunch break of the first day of the Alberta 
Federation of Labour’s 49th Constitutional 
Convention, delegates marched to City Hall Plaza 
carrying banners, signs and mirrors.  
 
“This is a crucial moment for working people. We 
think ordinary citizens in this province have finally 
reached the point where they’re ready to say: 
"enough is enough" Alberta Federation of Labour 
president Gil McGowan said. “This is shaping up to 
be the election we’ve all been waiting for: the 
election in which the power of working people 
finally trumps the power of the wealthy and the well-
connected.” 
 
At the rally, the delegates were joined by several 
southern Albertan candidates running for the NDP in 
the provincial election, including Joe Ceci, Kathleen 
Ganley, and Shannon Phillips.  
 

 
 
“This election, we have more labour candidates 
than ever before,” McGowan noted. “This might not 
be just the first NDP government in Alberta history — 
it could be our first labour government.” 
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president, UNA 
 

 

 

 

Gil McGowan, 
president, AFL  
 

 

 

 

United Nurses of 
Alberta 
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“Tax is not a four letter 
word” 
 
Author, diplomat, academic and activist Alex Himelfarb urged 
delegates to think about the value of taxes at the AFL 
convention on Thursday.  
 
Himelfarb, the former top civil servant of Canada, and author 
of “Tax Is Not A Four Letter Word,” took aim at right-wing 
demagogues who try to starve government and undermine 
Canadian society.  
 
“We have had 30 years of an assault on government,” 
Himelfarb said. “The right’s greatest success has been to 
redefine taxes as a burden or punishment and an unjustifiable 
constraint on our freedom, and to equate government with 
inefficiency and corruption.” 
 

Himelfarb is currently the Director emeritus of the Glendon School of Public and International 
Affairs at York University, which has a mandate to explore the relationship between public 
institutions and their larger environment. At the AFL convention, he made a case for 
strengthening public institutions.  
 
“Austerity at every level of government–largely self-imposed 
through years of unaffordable tax cuts – has eroded our 
institutions,” Himelfarb said, noting that austerity gets 
repackaged as tax cuts. “Tax cuts have never paid for 
themselves, and they never will.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Alex Himelfarb, the former top civil servant  
of Canada, and author of  
“Tax Is Not A Four Letter Word 
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