
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Convention energized by orange wave 

 
Chants of “Rachel, Rachel, Rachel” rang through 
the convention hall as an electrified crowd 
cheered on the leader of Alberta’s New 
Democrats on Friday. 
 
Rachel Notley, who took over the party shortly 
before a snap provincial election, has led it to 
levels of support it has not enjoyed in 30 years.  
 
“The Tories have told working families: ‘you’re on 
your own,’” Notley said. “That’s not leadership!” 
 
With just more than two weeks to go before 
election day, Notley was flanked by a dozen 
NDP candidates — many of whom are 
delegates to the AFL’s convention.  
 
“We know that a race to the bottom with corporate taxes doesn’t make our communities better. It might 
create wealth for the few, but it doesn’t promote jobs for working families,” Notley said. “My friends, it is 
time for an election like this one. Where Albertans have a real choice – we can repeat the mistakes of the 
past or we can chart a new way forward.” 
 
The speech brought delegates to their feet repeatedly, as Notley showed time and again that the priorities 
of her New Democrats are the priorities shared by Albertans.  

 
“Those of you in this room who work in 
healthcare, Mr. Prentice wants you and the 
people you help to pay for his mistakes,” Notley 
said. “Our schools and hospitals are stretched to 
the limit. But yesterday, Mr. Prentice said he 
won’t hire any more teachers or nurses for three 
more years.” 
In celebration of her 51st birthday, Notley was 
presented with a “Nötley Crüe” T-shirt modeled 
on a “Mötley Crüe” tour shirt.  
 
“I’d like to note that the last track on Mötley 
Crüe’s classic album Dr. Feelgood was ‘Time For 
Change,’” AFL president Gil McGowan said while 
presenting the shirt. “Which is appropriate — 
Alberta is saying it is time for change.” 
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Inequality is the problem,  
Unions are the answer 
 
On Friday afternoon, delegates at the Alberta Federation of Labour’s 2015 convention were 
reminded of the importance of unions in creating equity and social justice.  
 
An Associate Professor in the Department of Social Science at York University, Dr. Stephanie Ross 
showed how unions have been at the forefront of creating a fairer society, fighting inequality 
and empowering vulnerable groups.  
 
“The union advantage is greater for the most marginalized workers,” Ross told the audience of 
more than 400 labour activists and allies. “Unions reduce the spread between the lowest pay 
and the highest pay.” 
 
Ross, an expert in unions and the global justice movement in North America, wrote her 
doctorate on the creation of CUPE, and has won awards for her examination of the link 
between justice inside the workplace and outside the workplace.  
 
“Even when there’s pay equity law, we find that unionized women have more equal pay.” Ross 
said. “The law is not enough. Workers need unions to give them the power to ensure that 
employers live up to their legal obligation to pay them fairly.” 
 
Over the past three decades, she’s noted the rise in inequality, and noted as many others have 
that it correlates with a decline in unionization rates.  
 
”We need more workers in unions and we need those unions to have real power,” Ross said. 
“Inequality is a problem. And Unions are the answer.” 
 
Although she stressed the importance of an 
engaged and empowered labour movement, 
she noted that activists need to effectively 
engage with government to ensure their 
right to bargain collectively is respected.  
 
“The power of workers doesn’t come 
from the law. It comes from collective 
action.” Ross said. “But the law shapes 
how we work collectively. So we can’t 
ignore it.” 
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AFL friends urge action 
 
Long-time allies of the Alberta Federation of 
Labour joined the organization’s biennial 
convention, urging solidarity, and offering 
ways for various allied non-profits to find 
ways to support each other.  
 
The AFL Panel of Friends included: Sandra 
Azocar of Friends of Medicare; Gary Hansen 
of the Aspen Foundation for Labour 
Education; Trevor Harrison of the Parkland 
Institute; Candace Martens of the Calgary 
Workers’ Resource Centre, Bill-Moore 
Kilgannon of Public Interest Alberta, James 
Muir of the Alberta Labour History Institute;  
and Jared Matsunga-Turnbull of the Alberta 
Workers’ Health Centre.  

“There are many workers who struggle with 
issues in the workplace and they are 
unaware of how to access their 
employment-related benefits and 
entitlements,” Calgary Workers Resource 
Centre acting executive director Candace 
Martens said. “This is especially true among 
marginalized populations, including young 
workers, immigrants, temporary foreign 
workers, persons of colour, Aboriginal 
people and persons with disabilities.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Give ONE Day” Workshop 
 
On Friday morning, over 50 AFL convention delegates participated in a workshop to “Give One 
Day” to a provincial election campaign. Delegates reviewed the fundamentals of electoral 
campaigns and committed to roll up their sleeves and be part of electing a new government. 
 
“New and veteran political activists came together this morning to commit to building a better 
way for Alberta’s future,” said Brad Lafortune, Political Action Director for the AFL. “Just one day 
from dozens of activists across Alberta will be the difference in this election—one doorstep at a 
time.” 
 
The “Give One Day” workshop compliments the AFL’s political actions strategy by providing 
local targeted campaigns with activists who know how a campaign works and how to plug into 
a campaign in the final stretch of this provincial election. 
 
“Alberta is on the verge of a major shift this election,” said Lafortune. “Albertans are tired of the 
ruling PC dynasty. They are looking for an alternative that will reflect their values and respect the 
trust that Albertans place in them. Our new activists are going to Give One Day to ensure 
Albertans finally get the change they deserve.”  
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GIVE ONE DAY 
 

To help build a better Alberta 



 

 
 
 
Norway’s Former Top Oil Man Says Alberta 
Needs to Manage Resource Revenues  
 

Rolf Wiborg, former Director of the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate and internationally 
recognized expert on managing oil wealth, urged AFL Convention delegates to “think like 
owners” when it comes to Alberta’s oil and gas wealth. 
 
“I’m sorry, but you’re getting ripped off,” said Wiborg. “Your government sold its stake in Petro-
Canada, which is now Suncor. Now Suncor, not the Alberta public, sees the profits from oil sands 
development.” 
 
Wiborg, who studied and graduated from the University of Alberta in the 1970s while on a 
scholarship, thanked the Alberta Federation of Labour for a chance to speak about the 
province that still holds a place in his heart. 
 
“I love this province. I loved it even more in the 1970s when you had a government that believed 
in funding social programs, that believed in investing in value-added industries, and that 
believed in saving wealth from non-renewable resources for future generations,” he said, 
recounting the province under Premier Lougheed, who declared that Albertans, who own these 
resources, should ‘think like owners’ - the title of the session. 
 
“I still love this province, this country and its people,” he said. 
“But your government has gone the wrong direction” Wiborg 
pointed to Norway, his home country, as a model for managing 
oil and gas wealth. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We stood up to the oil companies. We were tough, but fair, 
because we have the interests of Norwegians in mind. 
Norwegians own the resources, after all,” Wiborg said. “We 
stood up to them, and you know what? They didn’t run away. In 
fact, because Norway is a fair and stable country with well-
funded social programs, the oil companies were beating down 
our door for a chance to work with us.” 
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