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Frequently Asked Questions – A Metre Matters road laws 
 
 
General questions 
 
Q. What is the minimum passing distance and how did you choose it? 
 
A. Under the proposed new laws, motor vehicles overtaking bicycle riders will leave at least one metre in roads with a 
speed limit of up to 60 km/h, or a minimum of 1.5m on faster roads.  We chose the minimum distances to be 
consistent with the Queensland trial of a minimum passing distance, the forthcoming ACT and South Australian trials of 
the scheme, the Amy Gillett Foundation recommendations and the Victorian learner driver handbook. 

 
Q. Why do cyclists need special laws to protect them?  Why have one rule for them and another for car drivers?  
Won’t it be confusing? 
 
A. Cyclists are vulnerable road users because they don’t have a metal car or truck to protect their bodies. If a motor 
vehicle passes too close to another car and accidentally clips the mirror, that’s annoying or expensive, but everyone 
will be OK. If a bike rider is clipped by a car, it is potentially a disastrous or fatal situation.  There are already different 
rules that apply to bicycle riders, so this isn’t a new idea. 

 
Q. Won’t this cause congestion and make everyone travel at the same speed as bicycles? 
 
A. No. Most car drivers already leave a safe distance when they overtake bicycles without holding up traffic. The 
proposed new law includes provision for a vehicle to move out of its lane across different types of painted lines to 
overtake a bicycle, if it is safe to do so. The aim is to balance the safety needs of bicycles with a general need to 
keep traffic flowing.  By making our roads safer, it encourages people to leave their car at home and ride a bike, 
which would decrease congestion on our roads. 

 
Q. Isn’t a bike lane enough protection on its own? 
 
A. Nearly half of all accidents in Melbourne occur in places where there is a bike lane. That’s why the minimum 
passing distance will apply whether or not the bicycle rider is in a bike lane. 

 
Q. If this law passes, Victoria will have different road rules to other states.  Aren’t all states meant to have the same 
laws? 
 
A. New road rule innovations often start in one state, spread to other states and eventually to the national road rules.  
This is already happening for the minimum passing distance laws.  
 
Victoria shares a border with South Australia, which is preparing a trial of minimum passing distance laws.  Queensland 
started a two-year trial of a minimum passing distance in April 2014. The ACT government is also preparing to 
start a similar trial.   
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Q. Will there be a great big new penalty?  Is this just a revenue-raising exercise? 
 
A. There will not be any new penalty. There is already a penalty for failing to leave a sufficient distance when 
overtaking any vehicle including bicycles. But the words ‘sufficient distance’ are not defined. The proposed new laws 
create a new definition of ‘sufficient distance’, in relation to a motor vehicle overtaking a person who is riding a 
bicycle, but the existing law and penalty would still apply. 

 
For car drivers 
 
Q. When I am stuck in traffic, bike riders whizz past on my left and beat me to the lights. Will they have to leave me 
a metre? 

 
A. Cyclists are allowed to overtake on the left (rule 141).  They are required to leave a sufficient distance to avoid a 
collision under the existing law (which will still apply), but they won’t have to leave one metre.  
 
Q. I often leave more than 1m or 1.5m when I overtake a bicycle. Will I have to move closer now? 
 
A. The proposed new law is a minimum passing distance. There is nothing to stop you leaving an even safer distance. 

 
Q. Two bikes are riding side by side on the road. How am I supposed to overtake them when they take up the whole 
lane? 

 
A. It is legal for cyclists to ride next to each other, two-abreast. Any vehicle including a bicycle may occupy the 
whole lane (although a bicycle rider must use a bicycle lane on a road where one is available, unless it is 
impracticable to do so - rule 247).  

 
Q. Will I need to leave 1 metre when I am passing a bicycle that is locked up by the side of the road, or when 
someone is standing with their bike waiting to cross the road? 

 
A. No, the safe passing distance will only apply when a person is riding the bicycle. 
 
Q. Sometimes on a winding narrow road there isn’t enough room to overtake a bike rider safely. How can I leave a 
metre in those situations? 
 
A. Under the current law, you must not overtake any vehicle, including a cyclist, unless there is enough space to do 
so safely. The proposed change doesn’t affect this, except to define ‘a sufficient distance’. If there isn't space, you 
must wait until there is. 

 
 

For bike riders 
 
Q. Do I have to leave 1 metre when I overtake another bicycle, or a car? 
 
A. No, the new passing laws only apply to motor vehicles overtaking people who are r iding bicycles.  Bicycle 
riders will still need to leave a distance that is sufficient in the circumstances. 
 

 


