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Melbourne’s train system carries over two hundred 
million passengers every year. But many years of 
neglect mean that overcrowding and delays are 
massive problems for commuters.  

The Greens have a plan to reduce overcrowding 
and improve train services.  

 
 
Melbourne has a good train system, compared with 
other state capitals. Public transport is an integral part 
of what makes Melbourne such a liveable city.  

However, Melbourne’s existing train lines could be so 
much better with smart investment now, to allow more 
trains at busy times. 

Commuters know that their regular train is becoming 
more crowded. They are standing up more often and 
for longer in uncomfortable and crushed conditions.  

Freedom of Information (FoI) documents obtained by 
the Greens clearly show overcrowding and delays 
continue to plague commuters on our trains.  

Under the current government, not enough trains have 
been added to keep up with demand.  

Peak hour overcrowding has become steadily worse, 
especially on the Dandenong, Cranbourne, Pakenham, 
Broadmeadows, Craigieburn and Werribee lines.   

The FoI figures back up the chronic overcrowding we 
uncovered in our We Won’t Stand for It campaign in 
2011 and 2012, when we asked people for their stories 
of train travel. 

Regardless of when you leave work and head for home, 
the trains are crowded. Standing for over half an hour 
before seats become available is a common 

occurrence every evening.  

There is standing room only on many packed trains 
leaving the CBD well after the end of official peak time at 
6.30pm and as late as 10 o’clock at night and on 
weekends.   

THE GREENS’ PLAN TO REDUCE 
OVERCROWDING 
 

The Greens will start investing in our train network 
immediately, focusing on improving services for 
passengers now, not only in ten years’ time if the Metro 
Rail line is built. We will: 

• Run more trains at busy times; 

• Extend peak hour train frequencies to reduce 
overcrowding, particularly in the evening ‘peak 
shoulder’; 

• Fast-track investment in new generation signalling to 
increase capacity and efficiency of our train system;  

• Ensure plans to abolish level crossings are consistent 
with more efficient train services as well increasing 
safety;  

• Run additional services on weekends.  

 

 

http://vicmps.greens.org.au/content/napthines-overcrowded-trains-figures-fudged
http://vicmps.greens.org.au/wewontstandforit
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RUSH HOME AFTER WORK 
 

To relieve the peak hour crush and get people home 
from work more quickly, we will extend ‘peak hour’ 
train frequencies after 9 am and 4-8 pm.  

The additional costs of running our existing trains more 
frequently, including additional driver hours, is a 
relatively small investment that will relieve pressure on 
passengers. 

NEW GENERATION SIGNALLING 
 

Investing in new generation signalling technology is 
the best way to relieve overcrowding, by allowing more 
trains to run at busy times.  

Rather than the ‘stop-start’ system we have now, it 
allows trains to keep moving, which reduces the time 
between trains. 

For example, new generation signalling in London has 
brought a 20% increase in capacity to London’s 
Jubilee line and an expected 18% decrease in journey 
times on London’s Northern Line.  

The government has recognised the need to replace 
Melbourne’s signalling system yet its only action so far 
is to outsource upgrades on the Cranbourne-Pakenham 
line. History tells us that secret public-private 
partnerships cost the taxpayer much more in the long 
run.  

The Greens will invest $300-$400 million in next four 
years to plan for and fast-track new signalling on all our 
rail lines. Estimates to upgrade the whole network 
indicate a total cost of around $3 billion which could 
boost existing train frequencies by up to 50%. It means 
we get maximum use out of existing train lines 

MORE TRAINS 
 

We will also revise the current plans for purchasing 
additional rolling stock and bring forward buying new 
trains as capacity on the rail network is expanded.  

LEVEL CROSSINGS 
 

All parties recognise the removal of dangerous level 
crossings as a priority. The risk of level crossings to 
pedestrians, bike users and cars, as well as congestion 
concerns, have led both Labor and the Liberals to develop 
plans for their removal. 

The Greens will ensure that level crossing removal is in 
the interests of whole community, including train 
efficiency, not just moving traffic jams out of marginal 
seats.  

GREENS SUPPORT PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 

The Greens have been consistently strong advocates for 
better public transport in Victoria. Our MPs and local 
councilors regularly use Melbourne’s public transport 
system, experiencing first-hand the benefits and 
frustrations shared by many Victorians. 

The Greens stand for trains. trams and buses not toll 
roads. Rather than spend billions on the East-West Toll 
Road we would re-direct that money to improve 
overcrowding and services by buying more trams and 
trains, building and extending rail lines and improving 
cycling facilities. 

OTHER PARTIES 
 

The Government’s commitment to public transport is 
shaky at best. It took them four years to announce a plan 
for a new rail line that won’t be in operation for a decade. 
Meanwhile, little has been done to address the chronic 
overcrowding on our trams and trains or improve services. 
Instead they are committing to a disastrous $18 billion toll 
road. 

While Labor is promising the Metro Rail link, it has no 
plans to reduce overcrowding on our trains and trams. It 
remains confused on the East-West Toll Road. 

Labor and Coalition Governments since the 1990s have 
put the signalling upgrade in the ‘too hard’ basket. 
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