MOVING PEOPLE, NOT CARS
THE GREENS’ PLAN TO FIX TRANSPORT IN THE WEST

The Greens’ Transport Master Plan for the West
will deliver fast, frequent public transport and
provide real solutions to reduce truck pollution.

Real solutions for people:
● ‘Turn up and go’ train services with trains at
least every 10 minutes, 7 days a week, from
Watergardens and Werribee
● Replacing V/Line services with Metro for
passengers in the outer west
● More peak hour train services
● More frequent, direct buses
● Planning for a second Metro Tunnel from
Clifton Hill to Newport via Fishermans Bend
● Creating a long overdue i ntegrated transport
plan for Victoria
● Conducting a feasibility study for a new Inner
West Orbital passenger rail route from
Newport to Sunshine to Broadmeadows
● Conducting a feasibility study for new light rail
routes for cross-suburban connections

Real solutions for freight:
● Building the P
 ort Rail Shuttle
● Getting the worst polluters off the roads by
phasing out old port trucks
● Implementing inner west truck bans sooner
instead of waiting for the West Gate Tunnel to
be built, and providing a truck alternative to
Millers Road.
● Strict and immediate enforcement of existing
truck curfews across the inner west.
● Working with Greens in federal parliament to
cut diesel pollution through better truck
emissions standards.
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Victoria’s transport system is becoming increasingly
expensive, congested and polluting. We have an urgent
and overdue need for an integrated transport plan for
Victoria to strategically connect our regions and
properly account for unprecedented population growth.
For far too long, transport planning across our state has
been dominated by profit-hungry toll road companies
and unimaginative politicians.
Our Transport Master Plan for the West is a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to transform our
transport system to prioritise the public good, not
private profit.

THE WEST GATE TUNNEL TOLL ROAD IS
REDUNDANT
The Greens are calling for the full implementation of our
Transport Master Plan for the West instead of the West
Gate Tunnel toll road project.
Our neighbourhoods can have truck bans sooner, better
air quality and safer streets for a fraction of the cost.
Building new roads doesn’t solve congestion. The only
way to move large numbers of people quickly in a
growing city is with fast, frequent public transport.

Our Master Plan is based on current transport patterns
and best practice planning for future needs.

If the West Gate Tunnel toll road is built, communities in
the west stand to be locked into the disadvantage that
comes with the rising cost of owning and travelling by
cars and private toll roads.

OUR MASTER PLAN FOR THE WEST

Our Transport Master Plan for the West gives people
real choices.

Nearly half of workers living in the west also work
within the western region1. And 1 in 3 commuters living
in the west head into the Melbourne CBD everyday2.
Transport infrastructure in Melbourne’s western suburbs
is facing unprecedented pressure, with our region
expected to grow by 30,000 to 50,000 new residents per
year3.
Our trains and station car parks are already
overcrowded. Our buses and trams are infrequent and
unreliable. Many households in our middle and outer
suburbs have no choice but to buy a second or third car.
Government plans like the Suburban Rail Loop give
some hope, but they don’t offer much to the west and
are a long way off
This Master Plan delivers immediate solutions to
congestion and improves connectivity across the
western region. It also provides for proper planning and
investment to secure long-term liveability for our
growing suburbs.
This Master Plan also outlines solutions for freight to
get the worst polluting trucks off our residential streets
and shift more freight movement onto rail.
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130,551 of 276,325 commuters. Census 2016, Australian
Bureau of Statistics 2016
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103,209 of 276,325 commuters. Census 2016, Australian
Bureau of Statistics 2016
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The Future is West, LeadWest, June 2018

The Greens believe the West Gate Tunnel should be
cancelled, and if elected would move immediately to
investigate the logistics and costs of cancelling Labor’s
secretive contract.
See Australian Greens Victoria’s full Transport and
Freight Policy here:
https://greens.org.au/vic/policies/transport-and-freightpolicy

REAL SOLUTIONS FOR PEOPLE
Melbourne’s western suburbs are one of the fastest
growing regions in Australia. Our region’s population is
expected to double by 2050. Already, one in seven of us
in the west commute more than two hours per day. And
only 12% of us live within walkable access to trains.4
Now is the time to invest in transport infrastructure that
keeps up with population growth and reduces pollution.
The West Gate Tunnel can’t do this. It will already be at
capacity less than 10 years after it opens, moving just
6,600 vehicles inbound in the morning peak5. Our plan
could immediately move 3,600 people on extra morning
peak services, and more than 6,000 more when Metro
services replace V/Line on the Wyndham Vale line
4

The Future is West, LeadWest, June 2018
Technical Report A to the West Gate Tunnel Environment
Effects Statement
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(expected by 2022, the same year the tunnel opens)6.
When our second Metro Tunnel opens (expected by
2029), the Werribee Line could potentially carry an extra
17,600 people in the morning peak7.

●

Our objectives:
● Provide a public transport network that:
o is competitive with the cost and travel
times of car travel
o adequately caters for population
growth
● Reduce reliance on congested arterials such as
M1 Corridor and West Gate Bridge
● Increase public transport mode share to 30% of
all trips by 2031 (from 9% in 2016) and reduce
private car trips to 53% (from 74%), and so
remove the need for new roads.
How we achieve this
● Boost existing train services by running a train
at least every 10 minutes, 7 days a week from
7am to 9pm (plus more at peak times), on the
Watergardens and Werribee Lines, meaning
passengers can just ‘turn up and go’.
Williamstown, Altona Loop and Sunbury
passengers would get a train at least every 20
minutes, 7 days a week.
● Metro services for metro passengers - replace
V/Line services for suburban passengers by
electrifying the Melton Line and the Geelong
Line to Wyndham Vale.
● More peak hour train services on Metro and
V/Line, to reduce overcrowding.
● Create at least seven new SmartBus routes in
the west, meaning a bus every 10 minutes,
longer hours, direct routes and real-time
information. At the same time, review all
metropolitan bus routes for efficiency.
● Duplicate the Altona line in the next four years,
in consultation with the community, giving
passengers a track in each direction.
● Start planning for a second Metro Tunnel now.
Melbourne Metro 2 will connect Newport to
Fishermans Bend and Clifton Hill. It will extend
the Werribee Line to Wyndham Vale and
include a new station at Black Forest Road, and
could quadruple services on the Werribee Line.
It will help transform our train network into an
interconnected web, like the London tube or the
6

4 more services at 900 people/train, then an extra 656 people
per train over 9 existing Wyndham Vale services
7
If there are an extra 16 high capacity services in the two hour
morning peak

●

●

New York subway, instead of just radiating
from Flinders Street Station.
Plan properly for Melbourne’s future transport
needs by creating the long overdue statewide
integrated transport plan, as required by law.
Do a $5m feasibility study for a new Inner
Western Orbital passenger line along the
existing freight corridor from Newport to
Sunshine and Broadmeadows, which services
new mega-developments at the Bradmill site in
Yarraville, Precinct 15 in Altona North, and the
National Employment and Innovation Cluster at
Sunshine.
Do a $5m feasibility study for n ew light rail
routes for cross-suburban connections t hat
are currently poorly served by fast, direct public
transport. Routes to be studied include
connections from:
○ Deer Park to Highpoint,
○ Melton to Toolern,
○ Point Cook to Watergardens, and
○ Hoppers Crossing and Werribee Plaza,
past Tarneit Station to Rockbank.

All of these plans would take into account the need to
have walking and cycling friendly neighbourhoods.
These transport solutions would immediately enable us
to shift thousands more of people by public transport especially the commuters who live and travel within the
western region. These solutions also reduce congestion
and pollution in the west and secure the liveability of our
growing suburbs into the future.

SMARTER, CLEANER FREIGHT
We still move nearly all shipping containers out of the
port by truck, and often with one container per truck. It’s
time to get much smarter about how we move freight.
The proposed West Gate Tunnel toll road would take
trucks off some inner west streets, but add more to
others. The residents of the northern section of Millers
Road are set to pay the price for the rest of the inner
west, with an extra 4,000 trucks past their front doors
every day.
The Greens’ Transport Master Plan would cut truck
numbers on inner west residential streets up to two
years sooner than the West Gate Tunnel could, without
tolls.
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Our objectives:
● Improve freight access to the Port of
Melbourne with new freight rail connections
● Cut truck numbers in the west and clean up air
pollution in residential areas
● Improve community amenity on local streets in
the inner west.
How we achieve this:
● Get more freight onto rail. Within two years:
○ Build the Port Rail Shuttle, which
would move shipping containers from
the port by rail to three distribution
hubs around Melbourne, halving the
number of trucks using the port.
○ Make sure it connects with interstate
freight via the Western Interstate
Freight Terminal.
○ Investigate establishing rail access to
the southern section of the port, at
Webb Dock (Fishermans Bend).
● Get the worst polluters off the roads by
phasing out trucks manufactured before 1995
from using the port, unless they meet minimum
emissions standards.
● Implement truck bans up to two years ahead
of the West Gate Tunnel bans, while diverting
truck traffic away from residential streets by
○ Committing $600m to a truck
alternative to the West Gate Tunnel,
including off-ramps to take trucks off

●

●
●

the West Gate Freeway and around
the edge of Yarraville, and an
alternative to Millers Rd so they don’t
pay the price for truck bans in
Yarraville.
○ Legislate truck bans on key
residential streets in the inner west:
Francis St, Somerville Rd, Buckley St,
Moore St, Blackshaws Rd, Hudsons
Rd and Williamstown Rd.
Use the old market site across from the docks
to store empty shipping containers, cutting
down trucks movements through the western
suburbs by potentially thousands of trips per
day.
Strict and immediate enforcement of existing
truck curfews across the inner west, by
installing cameras to automate enforcement.
Work with Greens in federal parliament to fight
for better truck emission standards, which
could c ut the allowable amount of diesel
pollution from new trucks by 80%.

COST
The Greens policy platform will be fully costed and
funded. It includes:
• $600m for a truck alternative to the West Gate Tunnel,
including truck only off-ramps off the West Gate
Freeway and creating an alternative route to Millers
Road
• $10m to enforce truck curfews.
• The government has already set aside
funds for the Port Rail Shuttle. We’ll make
sure the project is finally delivered.
• $5m each to the feasibility studies for a
new Inner West Orbital passenger rail route
and for new light rail routes for
cross-suburban connections.
• Our commitments for faster and more
reliable public transport in the West are
costed in our overall transport policies.
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