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Only 40% of food waste is recycled, meaning 
hundreds of thousands of tonnes goes into 
Victorian landfill each year. The Greens have a plan 
to reduce and recycle food waste, helping both our 
environment and the economy. 
 

Our household food waste doesn’t have to go to landfill, 
producing methane and leachate and poisoning our 
environment. Instead, we could be creating a statewide 
system that takes Victoria’s household food waste, 
recycles it into compost, and returns it to the environment 
to grow and replenish community gardens, farms, 
sportsgrounds and parklands. 

Victoria already has five metropolitan councils and 
eleven regional councils running food and green organics 
(FOGO) recycling services. To extend this to every 
Victorian household would cost $200 million and would 
see Victoria reap major environmental and financial 
returns.  

HOW THE GREENS WILL CLOSE 
THE LOOP  
 
Our Compost Not Landfill plan ensures that, wherever you 
live in Victoria, you will have a consistent and convenient 
way to recycle your food and green waste. Our plan also 
invests in and expands organics recycling infrastructure 
in Victoria to ensure commercial and industrial streams 
can also recycle their organics into compost.  

The Greens’ Compost Not Landfill plan delivers: 

1. Kerbside collection of household food and 
green waste through a statewide rollout of the 
3-bin collection system. Our plan also includes 
education and practical support for Victorian 
households, businesses and farmers about 
collecting this waste; 

2. Support local councils in the transition - 
Offsetting council costs in relation to bin 
delivery, the standardisation of bin colours, 
additional truck services and additional costs 
for regional versus metro councils;  

3. Major increases in organics recycling capacity 
- Building or investing in organics recycling 
plants and providing funding and other support 
for on-site composting; 

4. More funding through the landfill levy - 
Increasing the landfill levy across different 
waste streams to ensure market conditions 
encourage food and green waste recycling and 
recovery, and support projects that deliver 
smarter waste management;  

5. Establish the Circular Economy Centre - The 
Centre will be an independent research and 
development hub providing capacity building 
and knowledge sharing, advocacy, leadership 
and hosting collaboration of a wide range of 
stakeholders to accelerate Victoria’s transition 
to a circular economy; 

6. Investment in food rescue programs - 
Contributing to an expansion of Victorian food 
rescue programs to assist not-for profit 
providers supporting and feeding Victorians 
facing hard times. 

Our plan will bring about real reductions in waste to 
landfill by: 

● Diverting an additional 354,000 tonnes of food 
and green waste out of landfill every year; 

● Recovering an additional 350,000 tonnes as 
compost every year; 

● Providing an additional 4,000 tonnes of food 
every year to Victorians in need; 

 
And in the process we will: 

● Reduce over 665,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas 
per annum (equivalent to taking 145,000 cars 
off the road); and 

● Create over 320 secure green jobs. 
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WHY FOOD AND GREEN 
WASTE? 
 
Victoria sent about 887,000 tonnes of food and green 
waste to landfill in 2018, enough to fill 90,000 trucks. 
Only 40% of food and green waste is recycled.i  

The three main sources of food waste entering Victoria’s 
waste and resource recovery system are: 

● Food discarded by households, primarily in the 
kerbside general waste bin; 

● Food discarded by small business and 
commercial entities; 

● Food-related materials from food 
manufacturers, such as surplus or discarded 
stock, or stock that did not otherwise satisfy 
regulatory standards. 

Victorian households alone produce at least 250,000 
tonnes of landfilled food and green waste each year.ii On 
average at least 36% of Victorian households’ kerbside 
general waste bins is food waste. 

The amount of food waste currently going into landfill is 
both bad for the environment and a huge missed 
opportunity for households, business, councils and 
Victoria’s local recycling industry. 

Food waste that is sent to landfill has serious 
environmental impacts. This organic waste releases 
greenhouse gases, such as methane, a gas at least 25 
times more potent than C02, as well as leachate which 
can contaminate water supplies.iii Instead, we can make 
sure unused food is provided to Victorians desperately in 
need of food. Or we could recycle it to produce compost, 
returning nutrients to the soil.  

Sending food and organic waste to landfill is simply 
wasting money and precious resources. Reducing food 
waste could save you and your local council landfill 
charges and disposal costs.  

WHAT IS FOGO? 
 

‘FOGO’ stands for Food Organics Garden Organics. It 
refers to any system that collects food waste and garden 
or green organic waste, such as kitchen scraps, lawn 
clippings, small branches and garden debris. 

Implementing a standardised three-bin kerbside 
collection FOGO system means that every Victorian 
household gets kerbside waste collection that includes: 

1. a bin for household food and green waste;  
2. a bin for items to be recycled, such as plastic 

containers, plastic bottles, paper, glass and 
aluminium, and  

3. a general municipal waste bin where you 
dispose of non-recyclable and other residual 
waste materials 

This statewide food and organic waste collection service 
would provide an easy, direct and inexpensive way for 
households to make a positive difference to the 
environment. It would involve councils extending their 
kerbside waste collection and taking this waste to a local 
organics recycling plant to be turned into compost.  

The current government’s incremental approach to 
recycling food waste puts the responsibility for 
transforming the organics recycling system on individual 
councils. This is inefficient and reflects a major failure of 
leadership.  

There is currently no statewide food and green waste 
collection service, although sixteen of 79 councils have 
their own FOGO service. Most of these are voluntary opt-
in services, and the proportion of food and organic waste 
being recovered across all councils services remains low.  

The Victorian state government needs to make kerbside 
food organics collection a universal statewide service. 
This is necessary to improve  the current low recovery of 
food waste (3%), and addresses the many different 
inconsistencies between different councils’ services. 
Leadership by government is also needed to massively 
expand food composting infrastructure and increase end 
markets for compost. 

COST 
 
The initiatives associated with our Compost not Landfill 
plan will cost $200 million over the forward estimates, 
taking into account an additional $70 million of revenue 
from changes to landfill levies.  

These initiatives would be fully funded from the 
Sustainability Fund, a public trust account that collects 
income from landfill levies and spends them on reducing 
waste, greenhouse gas emissions and mitigating climate 
change.iv The Environmental Protection Act 1975 ensures 
the Sustainability Fund can only be spent on measures to 
reduce waste, greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate 
climate change. In July 2018, a Victorian Auditor-
General’s Office (VAGO) report confirmed that the 
unspent balance of the Sustainability Fund was over half 
a billion dollars.v  

We will commit the following funds to each element of 
our plan.  
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Initiative est $ (m) 

Universal 3-bin kerbside system across 
Victoria $40 

Support of local councils in the 
transition $170 

Major increases in organics recycling 
capacity  $45 

Establish the Circular Economy Centre $10 

Investing in food rescue programs $5 

Subtotal $270 

Increase in landfill levies $70 

Total cost (over forward estimates) $200 

 
BUILDING A CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY 
The Greens believe public investment in waste reduction 
must always be prioritised using the Zero Waste 
Hierarchy. The Zero Waste Hierarchy prioritises waste 
management practices by accounting for the full extent 
of social, environmental and economic costs. 

Zero Waste Hierarchyvi 
 

 
 
The Greens believe that transitioning Victoria to a circular 
economy is the smartest way to apply the Zero Waste 
Hierarchy across our entire economy. This transition is 
geared at every stage towards avoiding waste, residual 
waste and waste to landfill. 

Restructuring Victoria’s waste management system to a 
circular economy means we can by design, drastically 
reduce our waste, get the most value out of our 
resources, and protect our communities and environment 
from pollution.  

The Compost not Landfill plan is one part of the Greens 
Waste Transition Plan. You can check out the entire 
Greens Waste Transition Plan here: 

● https://greens.org.au/vic/waste  
 

 

 

 

 

 

i Waste data portal 

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/Government/Victorian-

Waste-data-portal 

ii Kerbside Organic Collection webpage  

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/Government/Waste-and-

Resource-recovery/Kerbside-waste-and-recycling 

iii Environment Victoria webpage 

https://environmentvictoria.org.au/resource/organic-waste/ 

 

 

 

 

iv Sustainability Fund website 

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Grants-and-

Funding/Sustainability-fund 

v Victorian Auditor-General’s Office, 

https://www.audit.vic.gov.au/ 

vi Zero Waste Canada, https://zerowastecanada.ca/zero-

waste-hierarchy/ 
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