
 

BACKGROUNDER: “ORANGE THE WORLD” 

The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence is an international campaign which 
takes place each year and runs from 25 November (International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women) to 10 December (Human Rights Day). 

In support of this civil society initiative, each year the United Nations Secretary-General’s 
campaign UNiTE to End Violence against Women calls for global action to increase 

worldwide awareness and create opportunities for discussion about challenges and solutions.  
The UNiTE Campaign uses the colour ORANGE as a uniting theme symbolizing a brighter 
future.  The initiative calls on all people in all parts of the world to “ORANGE THE WORLD” and 
step up the efforts to eliminate violence against women and girls. 

The advocacy focus of the 2016 UNiTE Orange campaign is to implement the United Nations’ 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as it relates to violence against women and girls.  
Despite the international community’s visible interest and political will to address this global 
pandemic of violence, there is still a lack of adequate and sustained resources. 

This is why the 2016 UNiTE to End Violence against Women Campaign invites governments, 
UN agencies, civil society organizations and individuals from all countries of the world to mark 
the 16 Days of Activism by calling for political commitments to be matched with specific ACTION 
and adequate FUNDING to prevent and end violence against women and girls worldwide. 

While the Orange Campaign can be a call to raise awareness in Canada, we also see it as an 
opportunity to raise awareness of violence against women in sub-Saharan Africa.  Violence can 
take many forms including the deprivation and neglect of grandmothers and women in sub-
Saharan Africa; child, early and forced marriage; violence in schools; and sexual violence 
against women and girls in conflict zones.  

That is why GRAN is taking part in the United Nations Orange Campaign with the theme 
“ORANGE THE WORLD: RAISE MONEY TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN”. This 
campaign is international and will advocate for new and increased funding for programs that aim 
to reduce violence against women and girls around the world. 
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